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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH E four Letters, of which the firſt it 
now offered to the public, are written on 
a ſubject, which deſervedly engages the atten 
ECC 1 ES 
The Editor would have pub iſhed tbem 
Honer, if be could ſooner have obtained the 
permiſſion of his correſpondent ; but he would 
not grant it till he had quitted Dantzig: 
The rights of nations have been ſo groſſly and 
openly violated in Poland, that he did not 
cbuſe to expoſe himſelf to the reſentment of 
princes, who know no other law, than that 
of their own intereſts, or paſſions.—** I leave 
LR e you entirely at liberty (ſays he} to make 
e what uſe you pleaſe of my Letters, pro- 
« vided you conceal my name, and wait till 
I am out of the reach of Cofſacks , Calmouks, 
« and Huſſards. I have no mind to till the 
„ ungrateful foil of Siberia, or breathe the 
% baleful air of Spandaw.” 


i ADVERTISEMENT. 


It is of little conſequence to the public to 


now who is the writer of theſe Letters, or 


to whom he addreſſed them. His ſituation 


vas ſuch as qualified him to inveſtigate the 


truth of the facts he relates. Whether his 
reaſoning upon them be juſt or not, every one 
will judge for himſelf. It was thought ne- 


| Cefſary to prefix the joint Manifeſto of the 


three courts. The Letters Patent of the 
king of Pruſſia will be prefixed to the fourth 
Letter, in which the juſtice of his claims are 
particularly examined. 


The ſecond and third Letters are ready fer 


the preſs. The Editor is reviſing the tranſ- 


lation of the laſt. The originals are written 


in German. 


London, Nov. 20, 1772. 


MANIFESTO, 
= In the Na us of 
The EMPRESS of All the RUSSIAS, 
The KING of PRUSSIA, 
AND 


The EMPRESS DOWAGER, QUEEN 
of HUNGARY, &c. 


Delivered by the reſpective Min1sTERs of the ſaid 
Powsss, at the Court of Warsaw, the 18th 
and 26th of September, 1772. 


| 
' 
| 
| 


—— 


— 


— 


$ 
- 
, 
: 
0 


eee 


(x ay > : * * * ke 
" \ 
— 
. 
. 
2 
* 
— 99 * 
** 
o 4 4 * 
"a, 2 5 
yz — I g 
* . 
of - 
cz * 
Fr ſs 7 * 
ny . : | 
— 4 od Y 
* boo : Ip 
FR. 
«a , — 
* hd N 0 A. 
* * o % 
> . 
, p nf » F + #. 
* 1 
* 
4 
Gow a 
. 
* 
* 
5 
” 
5 
» « 
, * 
P 
* 
> 
# * 
— 
” 
* 
a. 
? = 8 
Ss _ | 
©, N 
wm 
A - , 
= 9 
— * - 
t; f 
* 
f 
* 
— 
* * 
is * 
* 


* 


MANIFES TO. 


HE powers which border on Po- 

land have ſo often been involved 
in the troubles, which almoſt every va- 
cancy of the throne has excited, that 
the remembrance of what had heretofore 
happened, made it neceſſary for them to 
give the moſt ſerious attention to the 
affairs of that kingdom, as ſoon as, by 
the death of the late king, Auguſtus III. 
the throne was become vacant. 

Urged by theſe conſiderations, and da- 
firous of preventing the dreadful effects 
of thoſe diſſenſions, which, as in former 
inſtances, might have ariſen at this laſt 
| vacancy of the throne, the court of Pe- 
terſburgh haſtened to take all poſſible mea- 
ſures to unite the citizens of Poland in 

a favour 


s 
| 
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favour of the candidate, who ſhould ap- 
pear to be moſt worthy of the throne, 


moſt agreeable to his e ang 


neighboring powers. 
This court applied berſelf at e ſame 


trme, and with equal zeal to the reQify- 


ing of many abuſes and defects in the 

e ee which had been equally pre- 

judicial to Poland, and her neighbors. 
The court of Berlin ſeconded the 1 


tempts of her ally. 


And the court of Vienna, ach 688 6h 
her part of contributing to the ſucceſs of 
fo laudable views; but willing, at the 
fame time, to avoid the danger of aug- 
menting the difficulties and intricacies, 
which might ariſe from multiplying the 
number of thoſe, who undertook” openly, 
and directly to ſettle the affairs of Po- 


land, thought proper to obſerve the moſt 
exact neutrality, with regard both to the 
arrangement of the 295 of Poland; 

and the war, which was afterwards Kin- 


dled on this ſubject, between Ruffia 1 


; the Porte. 


E42 


The 
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The immediate conſequences of theſe 
ae were the free and legal election 
of Staniflaus, reigning king f Poland, 
and the forming of many uleful and fa- 
tutary eſtabliſhments. In à word, every 
thing ſeemed to promiſe to Poland and her 
neighbors a firm and laſting tranquillity.” | 
5 But anhappily, in the midſt of theſt 
promiſing appearances, the ſpirit” of dif- 
cord ſeized upon one part of the nation! 
citizen armed againſt citizen; the ſons of. 
faction ſeized: the reins of authority; and 
laws, and order, and public ſafety, and 
Juſtice, and police, and commerce, And 
. agtieulture; all are either gone to ruins 
or ſtand on the brink of deſtruction. And 
the eeeſſes of every kind, natural cutr- 
ſequences of ſuch an anatchy, will bring 
on the a dene of ds Kate, if 
not timely prevented. 

The connectiens — nations, li 
border on each other, ate fo intimate, 
that. the ſubjects of the neighboring 
5 powers have already felt the moſt difa- 
greeable effects from theſe diſorders, 
waa powers are obliged, at a great ex- 


a 2 pence, 


. E A TE ] 


| xii MANIF E S T0: 
| pence. to take meaſures of. precaution, 
in order to ſecure the tranquillity of their 


| own, frontiers. : they are expoſed to the 
1 uncertain, but poſſible conſequenees of 


if the entire diſſolution of Poland; to the 
| danger of ſeeing their mutual harmony 
and good friendſhip deſtroyed z the main» 
[ tenance of which, at the ſame: time that 
i! it ſecures their own. peace and tranquil- 
il lux. is a matter of the higheſt; emen 
i | | to all Europe. 1515.6 fy beni 5 
1 From this vie w of things it will appear, 
4 that nothing can be of a more urgent be- 
[ ceſſity. than to apply an immediate re- 
medy to evils, from which the neigh- , 
| boring nations have already experienced 
j the moſt, dilagreeable effects; and the 
conſequences of which, if not timely pre- 
vented. muſt bring on ſuch changes in the 
political ſyſtem of this part of Europe, 
as may be fatal to the general tranquillity. 
. Urged by reaſons ſo many, and ſo 
| weighty, her majeſty the empreſs; of all 
the Ruſſias, her majeſty the empreſs 
dowager queen of Hungary and Bohe- 
mia... 10. his wales king of * 
n 


8. themſelyes under a «naſe ealkitn g 


5 Amen | ata 2 wo 
loſs of time, and with one accord, 
take the moſt effectual and belt 1 


bined meaſures, in order to re-eſtabliſh 


tranquillity-and good order in Poland; to 
ſtop the preſent troubles, and to put the 
ancient conſtitution of that kingdom, and 


3 43 £ FF Vw 


the liberties of the people, on a fare i and 
folid foundation. 7 23072 MOLE 


But whilſt they take advantage of that 


mutual friendſhip, and good harmony. 
which happily ſubſiſts between them at 


: prefent, in order to prevent the abſolute 


ruin, and arbitrary diſſolution of Poland; 
they cannot but be ſenſible how little it 
is in their power to promiſe themſelves 
in future periods the ſame happy con- 
currence. And as they have reſpee- 
tively very conſiderable claims on the 
poſſeſſions of the Republic, which they 


- cannot? permit themſelves to expoſe” to 


the hazard of poſſible eie 
9 Have therefote determined am 


ho 


» a6 
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themſelves toaſſert theſetheirancientrights, 
and lawful claims, which each of them 
will be ready: to juſtify in time and place 
by authentic records, and folid reaſons; 
but for which the ſituation of the Re- 
public will never leave them hopes of 
obtaining juſtice in the. mee courte 
of proceeding. | 

In. conſequence hereaf, her majeſty: the 
empreſs of all the Ruſſias, her majeſty 
the empreſs. dowager queen of Hungary 
and Bohemia, and his majeſty the king 
of Pruſſia; having communicated reci- 


procally their reſpective rights and claims; 


and being mutually convinced of the 
juſtice thereof; are determined to ſe- 
cure to themſelves a proportionable equi- 
valent, by taking immediate and effee- 
tual poſſeſſion of ſuch parts of the ter- 
ritories of the republic, as may ſerve to 
fix more natural, and fure bounds be- 
4ween her and the three powers. The 
laid three pqwers engaging to give Here 


after an exact ſpecification” of their re- 


reſpective quotas: and renouncing from 
the n moment all revival of right, 


demand, 
8 


Ld 
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demand, or claim, on account of damages 
ſuſtained, debt, intereſt, or any other pre- 
tence whatever, which they might other- 
wiſe have, or form on the poſſeffi ons, or 
3 of the Republic. 
Fueir ſaid majeſties have bags it 
right to notify theſe their intentions to 
the whole Poliſh nation in general; in- 
viting, at the ſame time, all orders, 
and ranks thereof to baniſh, or at 
leaſt ſuſpend, all ſpirĩt of diſcord and de- 
luſion; in order, that, a diet being le- 
gally aſſembled, they may co-operate 
with their ſaid majeſties, in eſtabliſhing, 
on a firm, and ſolid foundation, the good 
order, and tranquillity of the-nation, and 
may, at the ſame time, ratify, by public 
and ſolemn acts, the exchange of the titles, 
ptetenſions, and claims of each of their ſaid 
majeſties, againſt the equivalents, of which 
1 have reſpeQtively taken mn 
Siven at Warfaw, . 
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NOTE. 
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NOTE. 772 

This Manifeſto was delivered on the 
18th of September, by the baron de Stao- 
kleberg, miniſter from the court of Pe- 
terſburgh ; and by the fieur de Benoit, 

' miniſter from the court of Berlin; and 

on the 26th of September, by the baron 

Rzewicki, miniſter from the court of 
Vienna. 

The courts of Vienna and Peterſburgh 
delivered in afterwards ſpecifications of 
the parts of the country they had re- 
ſpectively appropriated, They will be 
found in the third Letter. 

The Letters Patent of the king of Pruſſia 
contain not only a ſpecification of what 
he had uſurped; but a pretended deduc- 
tion of his rights : it is written with that 
regard to truth peculiar to this wiſe and 
virtuous prince. This piece will be pre- 
— to the fourth Letter. 


LET- 
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SEND you incloſed the Manifeſto, 
| which has juſt been delivered at the 
cCeourt of Warſaw, by the miniſters 
from Peterſburgh and Berlin. In a few 
days the miniſter from Vienna is to give 
che fame Manifeſto; and a very curious 
piece it is. I cannot eaſily gueſs, whether 
it will excite in you more indignation, or 
contempt. Sure I am, that fo groſs an 
inſult was never offered to common ſenſe. 
You muſt impute it to the badneſs of the 
| B cauſe. 
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cauſe. What can men ſay, who are to 


defend ſuch a daring breach of the laws of 
nations? The miniſters of Peterſburg are 
accuſtomed to appear without bluſhing, | 

at the tribunal of the public, in defence 


of any cauſe. The death of Peter, the 
aſſaſſination of prince John, inured them 


to it. The new allies of Ruſſia, with all 
their religion and philoſophy, are not a 


whit more ſcrupulous or baſhful. | 
In this piece, however, there is an art- 
ful mixture of truths. and falſehood; 


which, as you deſire it, I will endeavour 
to ſeparate for you. In order to do this, 


it will be neceſſary to teduce the Mani- 
teſto to the following points; of er 
I think, it conſiſts 

The empreſs of Ruſſia, as ſoon as 
te the throne of Poland became vacant, 


e gave many very ſtrong, and unequivo- 


cal proofs of her friendly diſpoſitions 


e towards the republic; particularly en- 
a « deayouring to unite the ſuffrages of the 
« Poles in favour of the candidate who 
% appeared to be moſt worthy of the 

crown, 


* $* * 
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* crown, moſt agreeable to his fellow- 
« citizens and neighbours. 8 

That the immediate conſequences 
„were, the free and legal election of 
« Staniſlaus, reigning king of Poland; 
e the correction of many abuſes ; and the 
«© eſtabliſhment of many uſeful and ſalu- 
< tary regulations. 

That the courts of Vienna and Ber- 

lin ſeconded, either tacitly or openly, 
„ the good intentions of her majeſty. 
But that the ſpirit of faction, and diſ- 
cord, had not only defeated the happy 
« effects, which. ſhould have followed, 
te but do actually threaten the ruin and 
5e total diſſolution of the ſtate. 

«« That, therefore, her majeſty and her 
„great allies are indiſpenſibly obliged 
eto take effectual, and well-combined 
* meaſures, to prevent this cataſtrophe ;- 
<« to reſtore order, and tranquility; and 
<« to re-eſtabliſh the ancient form of go- 
«« vernment in Poland. | 

And, laſtly, that it is a duty, which 
*© her majeſty, and her great allies owe 
* to themſelves; to ſecure, at this critical 
9 33 con- 


- 


* 
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16 conjuncture, a a reaſonable indemnifica- 
« tion for ſeveral claims, and pretenſions, 
« which they have on Poland.” iP 

The two firſt of theſe propoſitions ap- 
pear to be true; the reſt are a continued 


tiſſue of artifice and falſehood. 


To prove this to you, fir, it will be 
neceſſary to examine the manner in which 
the empreſs conducted herſelf from the 
beginning of the interregnum. 

Her firſt care was to quiet the fears, 
which the republic might entertain, of 
her forming any claims or pretenſions 
upon Poland. 

Peter the Great having put a glorious 
end to the war with'Sweden, took upon 
himſelf the title of emperor of all the 
Ruſſias; and endeavoured to obtain a 
general and public avowal of it from the 
different courts of Europe. The propoſal 
was received with great repugnance: Po- 
land, in particular, thought herſelf inte- 
reſted in refuſing to acknowledge the 
title, becauſe ſome of her provinces went 
under the name of Ruſſia, 


But, 
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But, during the interregnum, in the 
year 1764, the reigning empreſs obtained 
what her predeceſſors. had fo long endea- 
voured at in vain: ſhe declaring by her 
plenipotentiaries, and conſenting to have 
it inſerted in the acts of the OY 
Than: 

Her ſaid imperial madjeſty; i in aflatit- 
* ing to herſelf the title of Empteſs of all 
e the Ruſſias, did by no means arrogate 
« either to herſelf, her heirs, and ſue- 


e ceflors, or to her empire, any right, dr 


claim to the diſtricts or territoties, 
« which, going under the name of Rufſia, 
« were actually in poſſeſſion, or ſubject 
to the authority of the kingdom of Po- 
* land, or great duchy of Lithuania: but 
e that, on the contfary, her ſaid majeſty 
* would guaranty to the ſaid kingdom of 
Poland and duchy of Lithuania, all the 
« immunities; lands, territories, and di- 
e ſtricts which the ſaid kingdom and 
% duchy ought by right to poſſeſs, of did 
% now actually poſſeſs :>Quz vel jure 
** poſſidende ſunt, vel actu poſſidentur: 
6 and would, at all times, and for ever, 


e main 


6 LXITTERS CONCERNING THE | 
Wl , maintain them in the full and free en- 
| e joyment thereof, againſt the attempts 
Wil < of all, and every, who ſhould, at any 
wi * time, or on any pretext, endeavour to 
Wt 4 diſpoſſeſs them of the ſame.” 
Wil And, for the ſtill greater ſecurity of the 
10 republic, the Ruſſian miniſters engaged, 
| [3 _ that, within the ſpace of ſeven weeks, 
f j this declaration, made by them, in the 
10 name, and by order of their ſovereign, 
| | {ſhould be delivered to the court of War- 
14 ſaw, ſigned with the empreſs's own 


| hand, and ſealed with the ſeal of the em- 
1 pire. 
1 In conſequence of theſe aſſurances, the 
| diet acknowledged the title in diſpute ; 
| provided always, 
| 1; That the ſaid acknowledgment ſhould 
14 * never be conſidered as affecting the 
1 * rights of the republic, or the titles uſed 
| ce by the kings of Poland; or as ſubjecting 
* any part of the lands, territories, or poſ- 
< ſeſſions of the kingdom of Poland, or 
| 1 cc duchy of Lithuania, to the authority of 
| te the ſaid empreſs, heirs, ſucceſſors, or 
i: * empire, in any manner whatever.” 


Upon 
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Upon theſe terms her majeſty received 
| the avowal of her title, of Empreſs of all 
the Ruſſias; and ſhe on her part ſent to 
the court of Warſaw the act of renunci- 
ation of all claims on the republic, au- 
thenticated in the manner, and within the 
time limited by her miniſters, —|See Acts 
of the Confederation, anno 1764. Leng» 
nichii Juſ.. Pub. Pol. 1. 1. C. v. ] The 
growing power of Ruſſia, the influence 
ſhe had exerted in Poland ever ſince the 
time of Peter the Great, had naturally 
made the Poles fearful of the deſigns ſhe. 
might have on the republic: Nothing 
could ſo thoroughly quiet theſe fears, no- 
thing could ſo effectually excite and main- 
tain a ſpirit of mutual harmony and con- 
 fidence, as a fenunciation of all claims 
and pretenſions ; and a treaty of guaran= 
ty, freely made, in fo full and ſolemn a 
manner, _ 

The propoſal of raiſing a native of Po- 
land to the throne was, by this ſtep, 
diveſted of all ſuſpicion; and might now 
juſtly be looked upon as another ſtrong 
pony that the empreſs of Ruſſia enter» 

8 tained 
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tained the nioſt friendly diſpoſitions to- 
wards the republic. 

Look into the hiſtory of the Poles, fr, 
and you will ſce, that the ſource of all 
their misfortunes, was, their kingdom be- 
coming elective, and their unwiſely de- 
termining to elect a foreign prince. From 


that moment the ambition and rapacity 


of their neighbours were awakened: 
every one became a. candidate, or took 
an active part in favour of one of the can- 
didates, and to the excluſion of the reſt. 
Hence almoſt every vacancy of the throne 
excited troubles : hence the powers bor- 
dering on Poland were fo often involved 
in them: hence, under. pretext of ſecur- 
ing their own frontiers, their troops en- 


- tered into Poland, and dictated to the 


republic whom the ſhauld chuſe. A 
thouſand little paſſions prevented the Po- 
liſh nation in general from attending to, 
and remedying theſe evils in time. Their 
pride was flattered at ſeeing themſelves 
courted by the neighbouring powers ; 
their avarice was fed by the preſents and 
Sa of the dent candidates, and 

their 
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their adherents : a ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs and 
venality ſeized upon the whole nation; 
and falſe notions of liberty were im- 
C 2 ; 
_ Fearing that the forces of the foreigner 
they elected might be employed to en- 
Mlave' them, every new election was mark- 
ed by new laws, which, under the ſpe- 
cious pretence of reſtraining the. power of 
-the future king, and ſecuring the inde- 
pendency of each individual, ſerved 'only 
to weaken the ſtate, and enſlave the whole. 
'You remember what Monteſquieu has 
ſaid on this occaſion : © L'independance 
« de chaque particulier eſt Vobjet des 
Loix de la Pologne; et ce, qui en re- 
* ſulte, Loppreſſion de tous. Theſe few 
words, fr, contain the beſt picture of the 
Poliſh conſtitution that ever was drawn. 
The candidate, who ſucceeded, glad to 
obtain a crown at any rate, promiſed 
whatever was demanded: the friends of 
thoſe who were diſappointed, were not 
- - ſorry to ſee leſſened the conſequence of 
a crown, which they had not had intereſt 
enough to obtain. As by theſe laws the 
| C legiſlatiys 
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N legiſlative and executive powers in Poland 
were weakened, and rendered inactive, 
their neighbours went farther: and, un- 
der pretence of ſecuring the freedom of 
elections, the liberties of the people, and 
the rights of the different orders and 
_ claſſes of citizens, they took upon their- 
felves the title and office of guarantees of 
the government of Poland. For, that this 
is no new idea, you may ſee, by the let- 
ters and declarations of the houſe of Au- 
ftria, during the interregnum occaſioned 
dy the death of Auguſtus II. You will 

find them in the ninth volume of the Re- 
cueil Hiſtorique of Rouſſet. 

Hence the Poles were no longer ma- 
ſters of fixing, or changing, as circum- 
ſtances might require, their own inter- 
nal form of government: the power of 
the crown was annihilated: and foreign 
princes grew omnipotent. This heed- 
leſs: people had kicked againſt the legal 
authority of a limited prince; and now 
crouched beneath the inſolent and humi- 
liating tyranny of ſtrangers. | 
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The natural, and indeed only method 
of diminiſhing, by little and little; and, 
in time, of putting à final ſtop to this 
evil, would have been, to have made it a 
fundamental law, that none but a native | 
could ever be promoted to the throne. 
The patriotic part of the kingdom were 
ſo ſenſible of this, t that at the death of 
Auguſtus II. the whole nation bound it- 
ſelf by an oath, not to elect, not even to 
propoſe a foreign candidate. 

You ſee therefore, fir, that the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia has reaſon to alledge, as 

a proof of her good intentions, that ſhe 
recommended a native to the throne. 

And moſt certainly the particular can- 
didate, whoſe intereſts ſhe eſpouſed, was 
the man who was the moſt worthy of the 
| throne; and who, to all appearances, 

would render himſelf the moſt agreeable 
tc. his fellow-citizens, and his neigh- 
bors. 


He was ſon of the firſt ſecular ſenator 
of the kingdom; allied to the moſt 
powerful and ancient families in it : his 
education had been directed on a plan the 
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moſt liberal and manly : he had travelled 
to all the courts of Europe; and in all 


had left the moſt favorable impreſſions 


behind him : he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by a nervous eloquence; by a thorough 
knowledge of the laws and conſtitutions 
of his own country, and of the intereſts 
and characters of the other courts of 
Europe: and, above all, he had en- 
larged and juſt ideas of the rights of man- 
kind, and the ends for which ſuperior 
power is lodged in the hands of the few. 
In a word, if he had never reigned, his 
enemies theirſelves would have allowed, 
that no man was ever more worthy of a 
crown. | 

Thus far then, fir, the empreſs of 
Ruſſia ſpeaks with equal truth and * 
nity. 

With the ſame truth ſhe rd, that the 
immediate conſequences of theſe friendly 
diſpoſitions were the free and legal elec- 
tion of Staniſlaus, reigning king of Po- 
Jand ; the correction of many abutes, and 
the eſtabliſhment of many uſeful and ſa- 
lutary regulations. 


The 
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The legality of the reigning king's 
election has been called in queſtion, by the 
confederates. Their objections are pub- 
liſhed in a large volume, in quarto, under 
the title of Manifeſte de la Republique 
« Confederèe de la Pologne.“ 

Their great, and indeed leading objees 
tion, is the preſence of ſome Ruſſian 
troops, and the viſible and open influence 
exerted by Ruſſia: 

Now the fact is, my dear fir, that it 
has always been a cuſtom for the candi- 
dates to the throne of Poland to procure 
the recommendation of ſome foreign 
power, whoſe influence has always been 
as open and viſible as that of Ruſſia at the 
laſt election. There ſcarce ever was an 
election, where lo little was ſeen of the 
bribery, and force of foreign ſtates, and 
where the forms of the law were ſo well 
obſerved. | 5 * 

The confederates had only to recall to 
mind, what happened at the election 
of Auguſtus III. 

The courts of Vienna and Peterſburgh 
had once determined to exclude the houſe 
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of Saxony from the throne, and to place 


upon it Emanuel prince of Portugal. b 
This prince died, and the project with 
him. 

The new elector of Saxony became 
more tractable: the two courts changed 
their plan, and determined to moe . 
guſtus III. 9 i 

And let me here, by tha way, obſerve, 
fir, how little reaſon Poland has to like 


the houſe of Saxony. If the king of 


Pruflia is to be credited, Auguſtus TI. 
owed his death to a deſign he had formed 
of rendering the crown hereditary in his 
family, to accompliſh which he was 


ready to purchaſe the conſent of his neigh- 
bors, by the diſmembring of Poland. 


His firſt attempt was to gain Frederic 
William, then king of Pruſſia. He de- 
fired that prince to ſend the marſhal 
Grumkow to Warſaw: Grumkow went ; 


the king wanted to penetrate the marſhal, 


and the marſhal the king: to carry on 
their deſign they both got ſo very drunk, 
that the king died of it, and the marſhal 

con- 
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contracted a diſorder, of which he neves 
recovered. "of 
Auguſtus II. was bewend. all campaci- 
fon the weakeſt and moſt contemptible 
man that ever ſate upon a throne. Dur- 
ing the laſt war he had an opportunity, 
which may perhaps never be found again, 
of rendering Poland a reſpectable nation: 
he loſt it, and will for ever deſerve the 
curſes. of the nation for having loſt it. 
Judge of the man, fir, by his amuſe- 
ments: A fayourite and daily diverſion 
with. him was, to order a number of dogs 
to be got together; and whilſt the poor 
animals were feeding in his court, this 
doughty monarch was ſhooting at them 
from his windows. Such was the prince, 
whom the courts, of Vienna and Peterſ- 
burgh deſtined: to, and forced upon 
the throne, of Poland: ſuch was the 
prince, whom, in theſe days, the blind 
reſentment of party has erected into a 
hero and a patriot. x 
But to return from this 1 84 
In the mean time the Poles had elected 
Staniſlaus Leſzczyniki : a few diſcontent- 
ed 
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ed citizens retired to the other fide of the 
Viſtula : there they proteſted againſt the 
election; and, ſupported by ſome Ruſſian 
þ troops, in defiance of a ſolemn: oath, vo- 
1 Juntarily taken, proclaimed gan 
f £20 king. WE 
1 The Poles, too often raſh in their en- 
1 terprizes, and fickle in their engage- 
ments, inſtead of falling on this handful 
of men, retired, and ſhut themſelves with 
1 Leſzczynſki up in Dantzig. There they 
if were beſieged by the Ruſſians and Saxons ; 
* and the right of Auguſtus to the throne 
ll was not determined, till the richeſt and 
beſt town in the dominions of Poland was 
well nigh ruined. 88 
Ihe "corfeterates FE not object to the 
' kegality of this election. Yet what a dif- 
fetence between this, which was confirm- 
ed at tlie expence of ſo much -Polifh 
blood; and that of the reigning king, to 
1 whom no opponent was named; and 
1 | which did not coſt the life, not a drop 
[| of blood of a ſingle citizen? It is ; objeCt- 
lf el, hat. the provinge of Pruſſia, not hav- 
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ing been able to elect their nuntios, pro- 
teſted againſt the diet of convocation. 
Jam as much intereſted in the pri- 
vileges of this province as any man; yet 
I know very well, that it has often ne- 
glected to ſend nuntios to the diets of 
convocation: [See Jus Pub. Pol. I. ii. c. iii. 
ſ. xxiv.] More than one example occur, 
of kings being elected without the con- 
currence either of Pruffia, or even - of 
Lithuania. [See ib. I. ii. c. iv. ſ. xii.] 
It is objected, that a nuntio, proteſt- 
ing againſt the diet of convocation, was 
attacked ſword in hand. But is this any 
thing ſtrange? How often have the diets 
been ſcenes of contradiction, and tumult, 
and carnage? And what were the ef- 
fects of this attack? not a hair of the 
man's head was hurt. They would not 
ſure pretend that this proteſt ſhould have 
broken up the diet! Once, and but 
once, in the year 1696, a nuntio at- 
tempted to break up a diet of convoca- 
tion: he proteſted ; the diet diſregarded 
him, and continued their deliberations; 
the man afterwards got his price, and 
| DD Wa 
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was quict. [See Jus Pub. Fal, 1. ii. c. iſi. 
ſ. xxvi.] 4 

1 They object, that the e wk 
0 fabdher : of the diet of election, quitted the 


chamber, and thereby diſſolved the diet. 
They ſhould have remembered, that the 
ſame thing, or rather worſe, happened 
ti at the election of Auguſtus III. The 
marſhal was not only not preſent at the pre- 
tended diet which elected Auguſtus, buf 
had opęnly joined the adverſe party. The 
ſame thing happened at the election of 
Stephen of Bathory. There were two 
"vt marſhals at the election of Sigiſund III. 
Cl! [See Jus Pub. Pol. I. ij. c. iv. ſ. xvi.] 
| It is objected, that the diet of election 
„5 was opened amidſt the tumult of arms ; 
tt and the place of election ſurrounded by 
1 Ruſſian troops, and the ſoldiery of Po- 
niatowſki and his adherents. 

To hear the reaſonings of theſe men, 
would you not think, Sir, that the ar- 
mies of Ruſſia were numberleſs? and 
that all had entered into Poland? In the 
whole kingdom there were not five thou- 
ſand men: 1 ſpeak this on my own cer- 
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PRESENT STATE of POLAND, 19 
tain knowledge. Would you not think, 
fir, that the elections of the kings of 
Poland had always been conducted with 
the greateſt order, tranquillity, and peace? 

Lou ſhall hear what their own writers 
ſay on the ſabject. It hardly ever 
* happens (ſays the beſt informed- of 
them) that an election paſſes without 
40 tumult, and wounds, and bloodſhed. 
At the election of Sigiſmund III. muck 
© blood was fpilt; armies were drawn 
& up, and the booths erected for the 
« ſenators were burnt to'the ground. At 
the election of Michael many vollies of 

* fite- arms were diſcharged 3 the balls 
fle w about the tents ; the ſenators and 
* nuntios endeavouring to fave them- 
© ſelves by flight, were met by the ſol- 
„ diery, who, levelling their pieces, 
forced them to return. Two were 
killed within the very ditch which ſur- 
round the tents ; one was wounded ; and 
19 great number were killed in the field. 
At the election of Auguſtus II. ſwords 
„were drawn in the aſſembly of the 
% nuntios; ſome were killed at the very 
D 2 « feet 
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ce feet of the marſhal; and the marſhal 
80 himſelf hardly eſcaped with life. [See 
ce Jus! Pub. Pol. I. ii. c. ive ſ. xix.“] 

1 have alteady told you What paſt at 
the election of Auguſtus III. 
Now it is allowed, that not a life was 
loſt, not a drop of blood was ſpilt at the 
election of the reigning king. What 
then are we to think of theſe objec- 
tions? and yet theſe are all which the 
confederates, exaſperated at repeated loſles } 
during the fpace of ſeven years have been 
able to rake together. If this election 
was not free and legal, we may boldly 
fay, upon the teſtimony of their own 
writers, that no one ever was. 

Should you have been miſled by the 
fwollen ſtile and emphatic phraſes of the 
maniteſtos of the Confederates, I would 
have you read thoſe publiſhed on both 
ſides at tbe double election of Leſz- 
ezynſki and Auguſtus III. They are to 
be found in the Recueil IIiſtorique of 
Rouſſet, vol. ix. And when you have 
read them, be pleaſed farther to remem- 
ber, that the very men, who three years 

after 
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after the election of the reigning king, 
firſt called its legality in queſtion, had 
not only acknowledged his title, but had 
even accepted charges, * ersten fiefs 
from him. 

The next good confobhotich of the 
friendly offices of Ruſſia, was the refor- 
mation of many abuſes, and the eſta» 
bliſhment of many * and Maat re- 
gulations. 

Without carrying you. fir mobile; d 
| long enumeration of the particular laws 
paſſed at the diets of convocation, elec- 
tion, and coronation, I ſhall confine- my- 
ſelf to the great and important changes 
made, by one or other of theſe diets, in 
the adminiſtration of the police, the army, 
and the treaſury ; content with hinting 
at one or two other regulations of great 
and public utility. 

From thence you will be enabled to 
judge of the then apparent diſpoſition of 
the empreſs towards the republic; and 
will know what to think of that torrent 
of obloquy, which the confederates have 
FRAY upon the reigning king. 
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In the diſtricts within a certain diſ- 
tance of the royal reſidence, the police 
had formerly been adminiſtered, by the 
ſole authority of an officer, who is called 
Great Marſhal. The nomination of this 
officer was veſted in the king: but in a 
government where the power of the king 
is ſo limited, where almoſt every citizen 
muſt. be bribed (as Sir Robert Walpole 
falſely ſaid of the Engliſh) even to do his 
duty; the king was often obliged to 
conform himſelf to the will of a pre- 
vailing faction. Hence, men were often 
called to this office, who, . uninſtructed 
in the great principles of juſtice, igno- 
rant not only of the ſpirit, but even of 
the letter of their laws; decided' on the 
properties and lives ;, the honours and 
liberties of their fellow-citizens, as ca- 
price, or paſſion, or intereſt guided them. 
And, to complete the misfortune, if the 
king had been forced to confer ſo impor- 
tant a charge on a young and untutored, 
an ignorant or capricious man, there re- 
mained no hope of relief; though the 
king named him, he could not diſplace 
him; 
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him: that could be done only by the act 
of a free, and unanimous diet; and there- 
fore never could be done at all. 
To correct the frequent PTY of ſo 
arbitrary and ill- formed a tribunal, was 
one of the firſt attempts of the preſent ' 
reign. Inſtead of leaving the marſhal 
ſole arbiter of the lives and properties 
of his fellow-citizens, a bench ef judges 
was formed; of which' the marſhal to 
be preſident, with the right of giving 
the caſting vote, in caſe of an equality ; 
the aſſiſtant judges, to be named by the 
diet; to be taken out of men who had 
gone through a courſe of law; and to 
continue in office for two years, that is, 
from one diet to another. | 
| This, though far from being a pla ; 
inſtitution, was perhaps the molt perfect, 
that the temper of the times would bear. 
Many uſeful regulations were made in 
the other courts of juſtice. 
The adminiſtration of the public re- 
yenues was likewiſe put upon another 
footing... 
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The Poles had long eſtabliſhed an oli- 
garchical tyranfy, on the ruins of the re- 
j | | gal authority. Hence, under pretence 
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of forming intermediate powers between 
the majeſty of the throne, and the liberty 
of the people, the different branches of 
the executive power had been thrown 
into the hands of a few great officers, 
who, having no legal check upon them, 
made ſuch af of the authority delegated 


1 to them, as beſt ſerved their own pri- 
"ſt | | vate advantage; and had ſeldom any thing 
lt in view, but to humble the king, and ag- 
1 grandize theirſelves. 

| li | Thus the public treaſüre had been at 
1 the ſole diſpoſal of the lord- high -· trea- 
Wl: ſurer. He indeed was named by the 
HR king, but not liable to be diſplaced by : 
10 | bar, even in caſe of mal-adminiſtration. 
| * His accompts were to be given to the 
0 diet; but it was eaſy for a treaſurer, 
i f | who had embezzled the public money 
1 to evade giving them: either they were 
0 brought in too late to be examined; for 


the ſeſſions of each diet are limited to 
11 fix weeks; or during the courſe of the 
I exami- 
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Examination, ſome venal nuntio was 
hired—(and enough were to be found—). 
who pronounced the fatal VETO; and 
the diet was diſſolved. 

You will eafily gueſs at the conſe- 
quences: fo far from having any re- 
ſource, in cafe of unexpected events, the 
common, and ordinary expences of go- 
vernment were ſcarce ever provided for ; 
the treaſurers and their families, and their 
friends, hoarded, or diſſipated immenſe 
ſums ;—but, the ſtate was ever poor, and 
o | 

"To remedy this evil, in the year 17 64 
a commiſſion of treaſury was rad. to 
conſiſt of the lord-high-treaſurer and his 
deputy, four (laters, and twelve of the 
equeſtrian order; the two firſt to be al- 
ways ex officio F and vice- pre- 
fident ; the others to be choſen by the 
diet; to remain only two years in of- 
fice, unleſs re-cle&ed, or unleſs the 
holding of the diet were prevented; 
thoſe of the equeſtrian order not to be 
members of the diet, ſo long as in of- 
fice. The examination of their accompts 

E to 
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to be always the firſt object. of the ſuc- 


ceeding diet; and that diet not liable to be 
broken up, by the exerciſe of the liberum 
veto, till the accompts were ſettled. 

You will be ſurpriſed, Perbaps, when 
1 tell you, that the enemies of the king 
object to this inſtitution, as increaſing the 
power of the crown. I profeſs, I ſee not 
how. I ſee, that thoſe who adminiſter 
the public monies, are obliged to apply 
them to the purpoſes for which they are 
failed, and to give proofs that they do ſo; 
not to the king, but to all the orders of 
the ſtate. I ſee force and activity given 
to the laws, but nothing added to the 
power of the crown. The king has in- 
deed the right of filling up the Vacancies, 
which may happen by death, or other- 
wiſe, during the interval of the two 
diets: but is it not full as natural ; #18 igt 
not full as conſonant to the ſpirit of their 
conſtitution, that the king ſhould name a 
commiſſioner for a year,. or half a year; 
as it was before, that he ſhould name, for 
life, a lord high treaſurer, who had the 
uncontrolled rosten of the whole re- 
8 venue ? 
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venue? This commiſſion was eſtabliſhed 
only two years before the troubles: broke 
out; and yet, at that early period, not 
ol the debts of the ſtate were paid, but 
ſomething was before-hand in the public 
coffers, to anſwer unforeſeen exigencies. | 

The army had hitherto been governed 
in the ſame abſurd manner as the trea- 
fure had been adminiſtered ; and the 
conſequences had been the ſame. The 
regiments (few as they were) were defi- 
cient in their complement of men; and 
the few ſoldiers they had were ill paid, 
ill cloathed, and worſe diſciplined. 

The fame reform was made here: a 
commiſſion of war was eftabliſhed on the 
fame footing as the commiſſion of trea- 
ſury. The power of the great generals 

was -curtailed : the commiſſioners were 
forced to apply the money, iſſued for the 
levy and ſupport of the troops, to that ob- 
je& alone; and to ſee that the colonels 
did really clathe, pay, and diſcipline. their 
ful complement of men. 

The command of the army, if called 
out into the field, to be ſill 1 
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to the great general, unleſs the king took 
the field in perſon. 
The four regiments of guards only, t 


be at all times under the immediate com- 


mand of the king. 
And in this ſurely there is nothing con- 
trary to the ſpirit of a free government. 
The number of troops to be raiſed: the 
pay to be aſſigned them: the power of 


diſbanding them, are, and ought to be, 


at the diſpoſition of the legiſlative power. 
But the command of theſe troops, when 
raiſed, is the natural function of the chief 
executive power. Another law was paſt, 
under the preſent king, which does ho- 
nour to his government; that, I mean, 
fir, which ſecures the life of the peaſant ; 
and which, if it does not advance him to 
the rank of a citizen, reſtores to him, at 
leaſt, the rights of a man. Hitherto the 
life of a peaſant had been thought of ſo 
little conſequence, that, according to the 
old feudal ſyſtem, it was compounded for 


by a ſum; and that a trifling ſum of 


money. 


Under 
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Under the preſent king, this ſhocking 
law has been aboliſhed ; and this uſeful 

body of men are reinſtated in the rights 
of nature: their lives are declared as ſa- 
cred as the lives of the nobles. As they 
are ſtill, however, vaſſals, attached to the 
glebe, they are ſtill ſubject, in all but ca- 
pital caſes, to the domeſtic juriſdiction of 
their chief. It was not eaſy, perhaps not 
poſſible, to aboliſh this power of the chief 
at once ; but the methods of proceeding 
are regulated ; and, in many caſes, the 
right of appeal to the courts of public 
juſtice is granted to the vaſſal. Theſe 
were' proper ſteps, and calculated to pre- 
pare the way for the entire enfranchiſe- 
ment of them. It was all, perhaps, that 
ought to have been done at once. 

Before men can aſpire to the rank of 
citizens, they muſt learn to feel that they 
are men. 

The education of the gentry was an- 
other object, which engaged the attention 
of the reigning king. Ever ſince the elec- 
tion of Henry of Valois, the eſtabliſhment 
of a corps of cadets had always been one 

article 


1 
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article of the Pacta Conventa. Not one, 


N however, of all the preceding kings, ever 

carried this promiſe into execution. The 

prieſts had aſſumed to themſelves the ex- 

cluſive right of education. And yet, in Ca- 

thclic countries, they are, of all men, the 

ji moſt unfit for it. Is it likely that men, 
0 who by their vows and profeſſions are 
0 neither huſbands, nor fathers, nor ci- 
l; | tizens; who acknowledge a connection 
"Th g more intimate with, and a ſubordination 
TK more abſolute to a foreign power, than to 
0 their natural ſovereigns ?—Is it likely, I 
lt fay, that ſuch men ſnould infpire thoſe 
0 principles, which are to form a dutiful 
Wi ſubject, an affectionate huſband, a tender 
"Til father, or an honeſt citizen ? The reign- 
Tl ing king was ſcarcely ſeated on the throne, 
1600 when he fulfilled this article of his Pacta 
0 Conventa: he eſtabliſhed a corps of ca- 
Til dets; he maintained it a whole year at 
r his own private expence, till proviſion 
10 could be made for it by the ſtate: and ſo 
hf | active was the zeal; and ſo well directed 
| | | were the endeavours, he uſed to put this 
i i corps on a good footing ; and ſuch was 
lit | — 
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the ſucceſs of thoſe endeavours, that not- 
withſtanding the many changes, occaſion- 
ed by the ſucceeding troubles, and the 
conſequent. p60 Tn of the ſums appro- 
priated to its ſupport, yet the corps of ca- 
dets at Warſaw i is, in many reſpeds, ſu- 
perior to thoſe, which had been eſtabliſn- 
ed at Berlin, and in Auſtria, years before 
this was thought of. 

The dietines, or aſſemblies, here the 
nuntios were elected, had hitherto been 
ſcenes of confuſion and tumult. And as 
every nuntio was to be elected by the 
Unanimous voice of all his fats it 
often happened, that many provinces had 
no repreſentatives at the diet: you will 
rather wonder, that any province could 
ever chuſe one. Here tod the paternal 
care of the king was viſible. It was no 
longer left to the caprice of a fingle Cl 
tizen to deprive his province. of A repre- 
ſentative; but a law was paſt, that the 
nuntios could, for the future, be elected | 
by the plurality of ſuffrages. | 

The laſt operation I ſhall mention, is 
the reform made in the money, The king 


of 


ac * 
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of Pruſſia had, during the laſt war, over- 
run all Germany and Poland with falſe 
and adulterate coin: inſtead of calling it 
in, at the end of the war, he cried it 
down, and declared it no longer current 
in his own dominions. As he had bought 
up, during the war, many cattle.and much 
corn in Poland, that kingdom ſuffered 
ſeverely by this unuſual proceeding. All 
the good filver had inſenſibly diſappeared. | 
The proportion between the maſs of bl 
ver and gold was deftroyed. _ 

The king of Poland called in he old 
ſilver, at an expence of near 100, 000 l. 
ſterling from his own private purſe. A 
new coinage was ordered; and meaſures 
were judiciouſly taken, that this opera- 
tion ſhould favour the creditor rather than 
the debtor.—1 ſay, judiciouſly ; for tho! 
it is a common, yet it is a falſe opinion, 
that in all operations which government 
makes on the reſpective value of money, 
00 the debtor ſhould be favoured in prefe- 
5 rence to the creditor. If you ſhould. not 
0 chuſe to take my word for this aſſertion, 
{| i I. can call in greater authority to my aid. 
| 7255 5 * Whos 
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1 Whoever lends his money, (fays a fa 


*« yorite author of yours) produces a cir- 
© culation of money: by communicating 
« his wealth, he not only furniſhes the 
% means of living to the borrower, but 
re puts him in a way of communicating 
« the ſame means to others, by manufac- 
* tures, commerce, &c. In every light, 
re therefore, he is uſeful to the ſtate. 
re There is no occaſion to invite men to 
© borrow, but you cannot give too great 
<« encouragement to lend. Whenever the 
* operations of government have been in 
© favor of the debtor, and to the preju- 
i dice of the creditor, the conſequence 
tt. has been a total ſtagnation of the ſpecie: 
all reſoutces have been ſhut up againſt 
« the poor. le Principes de tout 
Gouvernement.] 
What excited, perhaps, ſome complaint 
againſt this operation at Warſaw, was a 
flaviſh* admiration of ancient cuſtoms, 
Rome had more than once aboliſhed all 
debts. But at Rome, when theſe opera- 
tions took place, the terms of rich and 
creditor, of poor and debtor, were almoſt 
{ynonimous. It was quite otherwiſe at 
3: War- 
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Warſaw, as it is in moſt countries in Eu- 
rope... 

"Theſe, my few fir, are only the out- 
lines of a ſmall part of the plan, which 
the preſent king of Poland ſeemed to have 
formed. And I will venture to appeal tp 
the moſt zealous partizan of the houſe of 
Saxony, whether he did not do more for 
the good of Poland, during theſe two fitſt 
years of his reign, than that houſe had 
ever done, during two ignominious reigns 
of ſixty years? ng | 

The empreſs of Ruſſia takes to herſelf 
ſome part of the merit due to theſe uſeful, 
and ſalutary eſtabliſhments.” Far from dif- 
puting her claim, let it be owned, that 
the republic of Poland had arrived at ſuch 
a pitch of political corruption, that it 
would have been difficult to have carried 
theſe ſalutary deſigns into execution, un- 
leſs the firſt magiſtrate of the republic, he 
in whoſe hands the chief executive on 
Was, or ought to have been ir fe 
been ſupported i in an extraordinany man» 
ner. This is allowing a great deal; more 
perhaps than is true: but ſtill let it be al- 
lowed; let her majeſty boaſt that it was 

* VC: owing | 


PRESENT STATE or PoLAND. 35 


owing in great meaſure to her, that ſo 
many abuſes were corrected, ſo many good 
eſtabliſhments made, ſuch promiſing ap- 
pearances of Rd and hood, er | 
Prhdueng. 

But to What an you. will aſk, is it 
owing, that theſe. promiſing appearances 
have vaniſhed ?; that a king who deſerved 
ſo well of his people, has been ſo ill treat- 
ed by them? that the powers, who, boaſt 
ſo much of their good- will towards Po- 
land do now conſpire its ruin? that the 
empreſs of Ruſſia joins in this unjuſt con- 


ſpiracy againſt the yery king, and nation. : 


for. whom ſhe appeared to incereſh herſelf 
ſo warmly at firſt? _ 

In my next Letter, my dear fir, I will 
anſwer theſe queſtions; and if our new 
tyrant does not lay an embargo. on our 
poſts, as he has done on our ſhips, you 
will not wait long for my Letter. You 
will there ſee, ir, to what exceſſes ſuperſti- 
tion and fanaticiſm may be hurried, when 


55 worked upon by art and knavery : IM of what 


outrages the ſpirit of party is capable, 
when maſked beneath the cloak of patri- 
otiſm ; to what low and mean artifices the 
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pride of kings can fometirnes deſcend; ; of 
what villanies a royal philoſopher; of 
what hypocriſy an LE queen can be 


guilty. 
In the mean time, ded Beis che | 


you are born an Engliſhmgn ; and far re- 
moved from the neighbourhood of the 


philoſopher ſans ſouci. He has often been 


heard to exclaim, when the petitions, atid 
remonſtrances, preſented to the throne, 
by your towns and counties, have been 
talked of at his table“ Ah, why am 
« not 1 their king? with an hundred 
e thouſand of my troops round the throne, 
« and a ſcore or two of executioners in 
„ my train, I ſhould ſoon make them as 
« dutiful as they are brave; and myſelf 
* the firſt monarch of the univerſe.” 
fancy, fir, you hardly wiſh that he ſhould 
try. the experiment: ahd yet, perhaps, it 
might be for the good of mankind; for 
you would teach him, what he has moſt 
thoroughly forgot, that kings were made 
for the people, not the people for kings. 


BD a 1 i 
BEL I am, &c. 
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LE ®T Tn. 
CONCERNING THE 

PRESENT $STATY 
OF 


P © L A. 


Dantzig, Oct. iſt, 1772. 
MY DEAR SIR, | 


HAT I hinted at the end of 
my laſt Letter is really come to 
paſs : the king of Pruſſia has, 
in effect, laid an embargo on our poſts. 
He has erected a new office at Stolt- 
zemberg, by which he has not only 
ruined that eſtabliſhed at Dantzig by the 
king of Poland, and ſo once more in- 
creaſed his own revenues, at the expence 
of that unfortunate prince, but has all 
the correſpondence of Dantzig at his 
B , ms 
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mercy. You, who know the character 
of the king of Pruſſia, will hardly ſup- 
poſe .he will be very ſcrupulous on this 
occafion : his clerks will certainly have 
orders to open all the letters coming 
to, or from Dantzig ; the ſecrets of every 
compting-houſe and family will be in his 
power; nor ſhould I have ventured to have 
written to you again, had I not found 
an opportunity of ſending this as far as 
Bruſſels by a private hand. How long 
even this refource will be left us, is un- 
certain : it is rumoured, that an order is 
ſoon to be iſſued, forbidding every in- 
habitant to quit the town without an ex- 
preſs permiſſion from this worthy prince; 
who inſults us at the ſame time, by 
declaring, in the face of all W that 
we ſtill are free. 

In the mean time, Sir, his emiſſaries 
are diſperſed about the town, with orders 
to inſinuate to the magiſtrates, that it is 
in vain they flatter themſelves with hopes 
of ſuccour and protection from other 
courts, who have neither the power, 
nor inclination to afford it: that it is 


high 
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high time to conſult the real intereſts 
of the town: — that, if they imme- 
diately, and voluntarily ſurrender, his 
Pruſſian majeſty is ready to grant them 
an honourable and advantageous capi- 
tulation: — that, if they hold out under 
the deluſive hope of foreign aſſiſtanee, 
time will convince them, how little they 
have to rely on the interpoſition of im- 
potent, or indolent guarantees: — that 
they will then ſeek his protection; but, 
as it will be through neceſſity, not 
choice, they can hope to be received 
only at diſcretion ; — they add—you ſcarce 
will think it; but they add —that his 
Pruſſian majeſty is too religious an ob- 
ſerver of his engagements to make [uſe 
of open violence: —that the ſurrender 
muſt be the free act of the town: — and 
then, to complete the inſult, own, with 
an air of contemptuous pity, that, it is 
true, his new acquiſitions give him ſo 
many means of vexing, and oppreſſing 
the town, that it will, in the event, be 
juſt the ſame, as if he took it by ſtorm. 
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The town of Thorn is, if poſſible, in 
a worſe ſituation than that of Dantzig; 
that town too is free, if the king of 
Pruſſia is to be credited; and, as luxury 
is the bane of freedom, his majeſty is 
graciouſly. pleaſed to take a moſt effec- 
tual method of putting a ſtop to this 


vice: he does not oblige the town to 


enact ſumptuary laws, or take any means 
deviſed by ancient legiſlators : he does 
every thing in a ſummary way: be ſtops 
all the proviſions : not a peck: of corn, 


not a handful of apples, not a bunch of 


greens can find its way into the town, 
till it has paid a new gabelle. 

In the courſe of this letter, Sir, I 
ſhall have a long catalogue of injuries to 
make; let me not anticipate my ſubject; 
but return to the narrative I began. 

You have ſeen by my firſt letter the 
empreſs of Ruſſia's conduct during the laſt 
Interregnum in Poland; and you will al- 
low, that, if any reliance were to be had 
on the faith of princes, the Republic 
could not but look on her majeſty as a 
friendly, and ditintereſted ally.. You have 


ſeen, 
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ſeen, that the election of the reigning 
king was the freeſt, and moſt legal that 
the annals of Poland have recorded: 
that the firſt operations of his govern- 
happineſs of his people: and you will, 
no doubt, have been forcibly ſtruck with 
a circumſtance to which his enemies are, 
or pretend to be blind; I mean, that of 
all the changes effected in the adminiſtra- 
tion of government, no one had the leaſt ; 
tendency to increaſe the power of the 
crown; but {nat all were confined to 
giving a real force and activity to the 
laws, by reſtraining the exceſſive power of 
an overgrown oligarchical tyranny, un- 
known to the conſtitution, and fatal to 
the people. tA 
I dwelt the longer, and with more 
pleaſure on this laſt article, not only as 
it gave me an opportunity of vindicat- 
ing a great and amiable character, from 
the aſperſions thrown upon it by igno- 
rance and party rage ; but as I ſhall have 
more than one occaſion of referring to 
| theſe circumſtances, in explaining to you 
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the riſe of the ſucceeding - troubles. For 
you will, eaſily conceive, that, in a go- 
vernment ſo perverted as that of Poland, 


every attempt to eſtabliſh order and re- 
gularity muſt occaſion murmurs and diſ- 
content: that the greater the abuſes had 
been, the greater muſt be the power, and 


the more numerous the dependents of 


thoſe, who would conſi der themſelves as 
ſufferers : that an artful, and ill-diſpoſed 
neighbour would find it no difficult taſk 


to inflame, and turn theſe diſpoſitions 


to his own advantage. And this is pre- 
ciſely what ſome of the neighbours have 
done. 

The n of Ruſſia indeed alerts, 
that the courts of Vienna and Berlin did 
either tacitly or openly ſecond her good 


intentions towards Poland. 


But, with all the deference due to a 
crowned head, I will affirm with bold- 
neſs, becauſe I affirm with truth, that in 
this aſſertion, either the empreſs is her- 
ſelf deceived, or ſhe wiſhes to deceive 


others, 


Let 
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Let us begin, if you pleaſe, fir, by ex- 
amining the conduct of the houſe of Au- 
ſtria, from the vacancy of the throne of 
Poland, till the publication of the Ma- 
nifeſto J ſent you in my laſt; in which 
the pride of Auſtria is reduced ſo low, as 
to aſſume the character of a ſecond-rate 
actor, ſubſervient only to the IRS of 
how. 2 and Berlin. | 

'You know very well, fir, that the ads: 
torate of Saxony was facrificed, during 
the laſt war, to the views of Auſtria: that 
the union between the two houſes 'has' 
been ſtrengthened, and cemented by dif- 
ferent alliances. It was not therefore 
probable, nor would it have been thought 
natural, that Auſtria ſhould join cordially 
in meaſures, which tended to exclude 
the houſe of Saxony from the throne of 
Poland: and it is probable, that greater 
efforts would have been made in its fa- 
vour, both by Auſtria and France, had 
not the death of Frederic, ſon and fuc- 

ceſſor to Auguſtus III. which happened a 
few weeks after that of his father, diſ- 
concerted their ſcheme of again uniting | 
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the kingdom and electorate in the lame 


perſon. 

The ſon of this ſhort-lived elector was 
a minor; and, therefore, by the laws of 
Poland, not eligible to the throne. A 
ſcheme was rather thought of, than 
formed, of electing Branicki, great gene- 
ral of the kingdom; but his advanced 
age was, by the laws, as poſitive a diſ- 
qualification as the minority of the elec- 


tor, in whoſe favour this ſcheme had 
been invented. 


The court of Vienna, though, by this 
event, defeated in her wiſh of placing a 


prince of Saxony on the throne, deter- 


mined not to give precipitately the ſanc- 
tion of her conſent to the excluſion of 
this houſe. Her miniſter was ordered te 
withdraw before the election. 

Thus far, at leaſt, the boaſted neutra- 
lity of the court of Vienna did not ſeem 
to ſpeak any concurrence with the em- 


preſs of Ruſſia, or any deſign of contri-- 


buting to the ſucceſs of her views, how- 
ever praiſeworthy they might be, 


In 


— 
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In fact, ſir, the empreſs of Ruſſia bad 
. thewn no complaiſance to the allies of 
Auſtria. Juſt before the death of Au- 
guſtus HI. ſhe had given the houſe of 
Saxony another very ſenſible blow. Pe- 
ter III. during his ſhort reign, had recall- 
= Birgn from exile. Catherine wentfar- 
ther ; ſhe determined to reinſtate him i in 
the duchies of Courland and Semigallia; 
of which, on a ſuppoſition that the ba- 
niſhment of Biron and his family was per- 
petual, and they, by conſequence, civilly 
dead, Charles, ſon of Auguſtus, had been 
declared duke. The empreſs bad every 
appearance of juſtice on her ſide: Biron 
had done nothing to forfeit his duchy. 
Her conduct beſides in this was uniform. 
The depoſition of Charles was the un- 
avoidable conſequence of the reſolution 
taken to exclude the houſe of Saxony 
from the throne of Poland. Nothing 
could. have been expected, but continual 
cabals i in favour of that houſe, had Charles 
remained in poſſeſſion of a duchy ſo inti- 
mately connected with Poland. But 


However neceſſary this might be to. the 
C Plan 
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plan of Ruſſia, it was certainly an addi- 
tional reaſon, why the court of Vienna 


ſhould not heartily concur in that plan. 


Other reaſons co-operated in prevent- 
ing the court of Vienna from entering 
heartily into any defign formed by that of 
Peterſburgh. 

All Europe knows what an ungenerous 
advantage the king of Pruſſia took of the 
weakneſs and troubles, into which the 
houſe of Auſtria had been thrown at the 
death of Charles VI. how deeply the em- 
preſs was affected by the loſs of Sileſia 


and Glatz : with what unwillingneſs ſhe 


conſented to give up theſe. provinces, ſo 
unjuſtly and ungenerouſly torn from her: 


with what unabated zeal ſhe endeavoured 
to put herſelf in a fituation of regaining 


them, and revenging the inſolence of the 
ungenerous conqueror : that ſhe had ſa- 
crificed every other conſideration to this 


darling wiſh : that to accompliſh it ſhe 


had, even at the riſk of loſing her own 
independence, called the Ruſſian troops in- 
to Germany. Her wiſhes were on the point 


of being accompliſhed: the dominions of 


Pruſſia 


— 
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Pruſſia were at the mercy of his enemy: his 
forces were worn away: his reſources 
dried up; the only hope, which ſeemed 
to remain, was to die in the field of bat- 
tle. At this critical moment, when the 
vengeance of the Empreſs was on the point 
of glutting itſelf with a view of a deteſted 
enemy fallen at her feet; and not only re- 
ſtoring what he had unjuſtly robbed her | 
of, but paying the price of his injuſtice 
by his own utter annihilation, Rufſia for- 
ſook her ally; daſhed the hopes of Au- 
ſtria; and once more put the king of 
Pruſſia in a ſituation of n * 
he had formerly uſurped. | 
The wound was too a and freſh to 
have been healed ſo ſoon; and the em- 
preſs queen muſt have been ſuperior to 
every feeling of human nature, could ſhe 
ſo ſoon have entered into an open and 
cordial friendſhip with Ruſſia. 
The fact was far otherwiſe : female 
| jealouſy heightened the averſion between 
the two empreſſes; Thereſa felt all the 
rage of deſpair, at ſeeing her own reputa- 
C 2 tion 
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tion eclipſed by the ne planen of 
Catherine. 5 

Whatever tedenfors te cd as 
Ruſſia may think proper to tell us now, 
me, as well as the reſt of Europe, did 
then think the neutrality of Auſtria pro- 


eeeded from an impotence of oppoling, 
not from a defire of ſecuring, ſucceſs to 
the views of Ruſſia. No mortal could 


then have foreſeen, that, a few years af- 
terwards,, the Empreſs would ſolemnly, 
and in the face of all Europe, declare her- 
ſelf the humble tool ef Ruſſia, and the 


| 7 of Pruſſia. 


Had the empreſs queen, fir, been re- 


| ally great enough to have ſacrificed her 
perſonal animoſities and reſentments to 


the good of Europe; or had ſhe really un- 
derſtood her own intereſts, ſhe would cer- 
tainly have joined with Ruſſia in the mea- 
ſures that court ſeemed willing to adopt, 


after the election of the king of Poland; 
fhe would not have contented herſelf with 


coldly acknowledging the legality of the 
king's election: the would have main- 
tained an open and friendly correſpon- 

8 | dense 
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dence with the court of Warſaw :- the 
would have ſent a miniſter to reſide there; 
and demanded one from thence. If the 
court of Ruſſia had been ſincere in its pro- 
feſſtons of correcting the abuſes of the 
Poliſh government, and eſtabliſhing the 
liberty of that people ona firm and ſolid 
foundation, ſhe would have had the glory 
of co-operating in a good and great defign. 
If that court had made uſe of theſe pre- 
tences, only to embroil, in order-after- 
wards to enſlave the Poles, ſhe would have 
forced it to abandon ſuch iniquitous 
views; and really and truly to fulfil its 
.engagements. And in either caſe ſhe 
would have acquired a barrier againſt the 
enterprizes to be feared from the in- 
crealing power of Ruſſia: ſhe would have 
checked the reſtleſs ambition of Pruſſia, 
and prevented him from embroiling the 
affairs of Poland, in order to increaſe af- 
ter wards his own power, at the expence 
of that unhappy kingdom, and to the ĩm- 
mediate detriment, and evident danger of 
all his neighbours; advantages of infinite- 
iy more conſequence to her, than the ter- 
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14 LETTERS CONCERNING THE 


thtdrieh ſhe has now ſo meanly uſurped; 
which; however extenſive or fertile, are 
Mill of trifling importance, if compared 


with the uſurpations of the king, of 


Pruſſia; and have therefore leſſened, in- 


"ſtead of increaſing, her relative force, 


And the force cf all ſtates is relative. 
The conduct of Auſtria was not direct- 


ed by views ſo great. 


The election of the king was indeed ae- 


knowledged; but every thing ſhewed a 
coldneſs and diſaffection to the courts of 
Peterſburgh and Warſaw. And no ſooner 


had the malcontents taken up arms, than 


their chiefs were permitted to fix their 
Head-quarters in Hungary? there all their 
councils were held, and the plans of di- 
ſtreſſing the king and his government 


formed. The monies furniſhed to them 


by the court of Saxony were remitted by 
bankers of Vienna; they were received 
with apparent marks of good- will at the 


court. The infamous manifeſto of Pai, 


which declared the throne vacant, the 
king an uſurper and intruder; which ex- 


Cited all his ſubjects to take away his life 
by 


% 
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by any means, was printed in the em- 
pteſs's dominions, in the beginning of 
Auguſt, 1770; and from thence was 
diſtributed. all over Europe; the author, 
mean while, appearing publicly in the 
town, at the court of Vienna. Nor did 
the empreſs change her conduct towards 
the malcontents, till that horrid attempt 
on the life of the king of Poland, which 
did not happen till the month of Novem- 
ber, 1771. Then indeed ſhe felt that it 
was the intereſt of every ſovereign to ex- 
preſs an abhorrence and deteſtation of an 
attempt, which might otherwiſe expoſe 
the lives of them all to the fury of . 
guided fanaticiſm. 1 
Now, Sir, if this is to be called a 
neutrality, yet I will venture to appeal 
to you, or to any man of common ſenſe, 
whether the courts of Peterſburgh and 


Warſaw; or whether the malcontents in 


Poland could poſlibly conceive, that ſuch 
a neutrality proceeded from any other 
motive, than a tacit diſapprobation of 
the meaſures taken by Ruſſia? 


M 


In 
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Ia the mean time. the war between 
Ruſſia and the Porte broke out. One 
unhappy conſequence of which was the 
plague. appearing .in Poland. This fur- 
niſhed Auſtria and Pruſſia with a pretext 
of advancing their troops, in the year 
1769, into Poland, in order to ſecure 
their own dominions from the conta- 
gion of that dreadful diſtemper. But 
even then, ſo far was the world from 
ſuppoſing any hearty concurrence between 
the three courts, that the motion of the 
Auſtrian troops being viſibly regulated 
on that of the Pruſſian, ſerved only to 
confirm men in the belief, that the chief 
view of the former was to obſerve and 
check the latter. And at firſt I believe 
this to have been the caſe. 

The foundation of the preſent agree- 
ment of the three courts was probably 
laid at the interview between the em 
peror and the king of Pruſſia at Neiſs, 
in that ſame year 17 69. Their frequent 
conferences, the exceſſive admiration, 
which the. emperor expreſſed for the 
king, gave reaſonable grounds of alarm. 


But 
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But ſtill the ſcheme, fince adopted, and 
avowed, appeared fo iniquitous, ſo con- 
trary, at the ſame time, to the real in- 


tereſts of Auſtria, that all ſuſpicions about 


it Were, in general, N with indig- 
nation. | 


Theſe 1 however, were re- 
vive, and ſeemed Juſtiftable the' follow: 
ing year. The emperor and the king of 
Pruſſia had a ſecond interview at Neu- 
ſtadt: Kaunitz was there too. Henry 
prince of Pruſſia made, at the ſame time, 
a viſit to Peterſburgh ; then it was the 
houſe of ' Auſtria began to hint ſome- 
thing about pretenſions, which the States 
of Hungary formed upon Poland. Theſe 
pretenſions; however, were trifling; and 
the court of Vienna declared, that ſhe 
would wait patiently for tlie pacification 
of Poland, when ſhe, would produce the 
reaſons, on which the States of Hungary 
founded their claims; which ſhould be 
examined and ſettled in an amicable 1 man- 
ner: and that, in the mean time, ſhe 
would protect the territories in queſtion 
os 5 '- rom 
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from all inſults, on the part either of 
Ruſſians or "Confederates... ian 290g 
The court of Warſaw, however, had 
taken the alarm > and, whether. that of 
Vienna had not yet determined on her 
future conduct; or whether the meant 
only to maſk her real deſigns a little 
while longer; the empreſs queen wrote 
a letter with her own hand to the. king 
of Poland, in the month of January, 4771, 
in which. ſhe gave him the ſtrongeſt aſ⸗ 
ſurances, that her friendſhip for him and 
the Republic was firm and unalterable.: 
that the motion of her troops ought, not 
to alarm, him : that ſhe had never enter 
tained a thought of ſeizing, any part of 
his dominions : : nor would ever. ſuffer any 

other power to do it. 
To what are we to attribute this chuf⸗ 
fling, evaſive conduct of Auſtria ? this 
blindneſs to her own intereſts ? ? this breach 
of the moſt ſolemn engagements? this 
forgetfulneſs of dignity, policy, and ho- 
Nour ? — Perhaps there is in every female 
breaſt ſome latent weakneſs, ſome invin- 
cible tendency to deceit, which makes a 
woman 
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woman incapable of ſuſtaining uniformly 
a great and noble part: perhaps the in- 
fatuation of the emperor, co-regent with 
his mother, in favour of the king of 
Pruſſia, has not only blinded him, but 
influenced the councils of Vienna: per- 
haps the confined views, and narrow ca- 
pacity of the favourite miniſter have 
contraſted the ſoul of a princefs, who | 
once ſupported a nobler character.. 

The conduct of the houſe of Auftria, 
with reſpect to the war between Ruſſia 
and the Porte was ſtill equivocal and ſaſpi- 

cious; ſtill ſeemed to mark a difaffe&ion 
to Ruſſia, Every little check received by 
the Ruſſians was liſtened to at Vienna, 
and eſpecially by the court, and thoſe at- 
tached to it, with pleaſure and triumph: | 
every victory obtained by them ſeemed to 
give alarm and diſcontent. Bufineſs called 
me to Vienna ſoon after the taking of 
Choczym ; and I ſpeak from _ own 
obſervations. 

Theſe, you will ſay, Sir, were at moſt 
but uncertain marks of diſaffection: — 
ve it fo: — but what will you fay to the 
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anecdote I am going to relate ? I do not 
vouch it on my own authority; but I 
have it from a perſon'of undoubted vera- 
city. — He aſſures me, that he ſaw a 
treaty entered into by the houſe of Au- 
ſtria and the Porte, in the year 1771; by 
which Auſtria bound herſelf to declare 
war againſt Ruſſia, and not to make 
peace till ſhe had given up all her con- 
queſts made upon, the Porte, and de- 
ſiſted from her enterprize in Poland: 
in conſideration whereof Auſtria was to 


receive during the firſt year 10,000 


puries, about 720,000 pounds ſterling; 
and the like ſum every year during 
the war, in caſe it was not finiſhed 
in the courſe of the firſt year. This an- 
nual ſubſidy to be paid by four equal 
inſtalments ; the firſt whereof to be paid 
as ſoon as the Auſtrian troops were put 


in motion: they were accordingly put 


in mation, and the firſt inſtalment paid. 
In the month of February following Au- 
firia changed her plan; and made the 
treaty of partition with the courts of Pe- 


terſburgh and Berlin.---If this be true 


(and I have it on authority, which to 
me 


PRESENT STATE Or PoLAND. 21 


me is concluſive) — it muſt be owned; 
that the emperor has made a good pro- 
greſs in the ſchool of Pruſſia; and the 
Turks muſt have a high opinion of the 
good faith of Chriſtians. --- For the ho- 
nour of the Chriſtian name let us hope, 
that it is not true! #3 1-4 DS 
The court of Vienna was at t firſt aſhamed 
of this infamous treaty of partition; it 
was ſigned in the month of February, 
1772. But Kaunitz abſolutely, and ſo- 
lemnly denied it, when applied to on 
that ſubje& near two months afterwards, 
by the miniſters of different courts; and 
perticularly by youre ee lord 
Stormont. | 
Prom this account, Sir, it is „ ais 
that the empreſs of Ruſſia does not ad- 
here to truth, when ſhe ſays that the 
court of Vienna was deſirous of contri- 
buting to the ſucceſs of her views in 
Poland: fince it is plain, that, fo long 
as Ruſſia purſued her firſt apparent plan, 
the houſe of Auſtria gave viſible marks 
of diſapprobation : that the neutrality ob- 
ſerved at the beginning had not the 
friendly 
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friendly ait of an ally, but the dark, ſuſ- 
picious look of a jealous rival: that not 
the ſhadow. of a concurrence was to be 
feen, till Ruſſia had conſented to, — and 
ſtepped forth to take on herſelf the odium 
of — meaſures, contradictory to her firſt 
profefſions, and repeated declarations ; 
inconſiſtent with her own intereſts, and 
thoſe of Auſtria, and derogatory to the ho- 
nour of one and the other: — meaſures, 
which ought to have united every power 
in Chriftendom againſt her, and her allies. 

You will perbaps tell me, Sir, that, if 
the meaſures at firſt purſued by Ruſſia 
were good, and advantageous to Poland, 


the concurrence of Auſtria ought to have 


been a matter of indifference to the Poles, 
they ought to have joined heartily with 
Ruſha. — Moſt certainly they ovght. But 
you muſt not forget the ſituation of the 
Poles ; they were accuſtomed to a lawleſs 
anarchy ; their government and education 
tended to inſpire only a ſpirit of unſocial 
ſelfiſhneſs: every one was (to uſe the 
words in the ſame ſenſe, your doctor 
Brown Ras dne) in ſe ipſo teres atque 


® > 2 
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* rotundas: it was not an eafy matter to 
make them coaleſce; to make them unite 
in any public plan; eſpecially ſo long as 
they could flatter themſelves, that the 
jealouſy, of the houſe: of Auſtria. would 
lead her to oppoſe, or counteract the 
deſigns of Ruſſia. One honeſt: declara- ES, 
tion. from the court of Vienna would 
have changed the face of things; would 
have produced that union, which was 
neceſſary to 1 order and We 
to Poland. 4 nn! 
But no doch Sela was ever 9 
Had the empreſs of Ruſſia fairly ſtated 
things, as they are, in her Manifeſto, ſhe 
would have ſaid:— ( I had the beſt 
* and moſt friendly views towards Po- 
land: but the love of anarchychad 
« taken ſuch deep root in the minds of 
e the Poles, that too many of them joined 
a but coldly in the execution of theſe der 
« ſigns: the jealouſy of the court of 
«« Vienna, : and the inſatiable ambitign of . 
e the court of Berlin, eſtranged ſtill 
« more from me the minds of the Poles; 
« excited a ſpirit of faction and diſoon- 
tent; 
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_—_ tent; and deſtroyed the confidence 
had laboured to acquire, and had a 
« right to expect. By the raſh credulity 


« of the Poles, and by the vile artifices 
« of the others, I am now reduced to 


adopt meaſures, which my heart giſ- 


*< approves, and my honour condemns : 


« and I ſhudder with horror, when I 
_ * foreſee that the hiſtorian will deliver 
* down my name to poſterity, with the 
. diſgrace of having betrayed and ruined 
* % a nation, whom I wiſhed, and had ſo- 


lemmiy engaged to protect, and eſta- 
« bliſh in the full poſſeſſion of their 
4 rights, and liberties, and laws.“ 

That this would have been a fair ſtate 
of the empreſs of Ruſſia's ſentiments I 
am thoroughly convinced. 

The conduct of the Imperial court you 
have already ſeen. Let us now examine 


that of the court of Berlin. 


The king of Pruſſia did indeed ſeem 
to concur with the empreſs of-: Ruſſia, 
whilſt he was really counteracting and 


re er her. And he has ſucceeded 
An . vs BI i | | | ' 


- 
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In making her, as well as Avuftria, = 
blind inſtruments of his own greatneſs. = 
Ne had many and ſtrong reaſons for ex- | | 
cluding any prince of Germany, and eſpe- — 2 
cially the houſe of Saxony, from the | 
throne of Poland; though the laſt two 
things, which had fate upon that throne, 
had Not had parts enough to derive any | | 
advantage, or conſequerice to themſelves | [ 
from the acceſſion of ſuch a kingdom; yet, 
in former times, that houſe had been bleſt | 
with great princes; and it was poſſible = 
that it might be ſo again. A prince = 
genius might yet ariſe in it, or a miniſter —_ 
might be found, who would not, like 
Brühl, place his ſupreme happineſs and 
Srandeur in the elegance of his entertain- 
ments, tlie richneſs of his ſide-board, or 
the childiſh pride of having a ſuit of - 
clothes for every day in the year, and a 
ſnuff- box for every ſuit. And ſhould ſuch 
a prince or miniſter ariſe, the king of 
Pruſſia knew what he had to fear. He 
had felt too ſtrongly what Auguſtus III. 
might have done in the laſt war, (had he 
or his miniſter known how to govern) 
di R ä 
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not to prevent being expoſed to the like 
danger gain. 2 Tit 
50 far then as e the excluſion of 
the houſe of Saxony, and the recommen= 
dation of a native to the throne of Poland, 
the court of Berlin concurred moſt hear- 


tily and ſincerely with the empreſs of 


Ruſſia. But as there the idea of mutual 
intereſt ſtopt, there too his cordiality and 
fincerity expired. 

He faw with uneaſineſs every ſtep, 
which” Poland made towards order and 
good government ; ; but he was too good a 
politician to let that uneaſineſs appear too 
oon. He knew the empreſs of Ruſſia 


Was fineere and earneſt in her projects : 
he dared not openly oppoſe her at firſt: 


he had no other ally in the world; Au- 
ſtria hated him, France was jealous of 
him, he had ruined Saxony, his ingrati- 


tude had alienated England, a rupture 


with Ruſſia would Teva him a ſolitary 
friendleſs power; and would probably 


accelerate the very event he wiſhed to des 


feat. He determined therefore with one 
hand, fecretly to undermine the fabric 
which, 


* 
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; _ ch, with the N he cemed Open- 
1y to co-operate in rearing. fany « cir- 
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achin ations ; and not one eſca ed him. 
gs ic IG 
758 any 


e atriotic zeal of t IC king o 


4 
Eutnſtances concurred to favour his ſecret | 


mi ght be worked up to a ſpirit of enth W- 


a The reformation of abuſe: es woul 


give. diſcontent to all, whole oyer bc 


power had ſet them above the RT 5; they 
would draw in their dependents, an d- 


herents, ug who, together, made 1 no ineo nf - 


derable part of the citizens. The art! iZans . 


of the houſe of Saxony Would! increaſe ſe the 


Fiche 


(xt? PR; 
nu mher r of the diſcontented. Th IJ aver. 


11 FOUL 


5 between the empreſſes of erm 105 


and Ruffla would give them hopes of be: 


ing abetted and ſupported by the ormer, 
The confidence between the king and his 


people might thus be leflened, or deſtroy: 


ed. The pretenſions of the Diflidents 
had already alarmed the fears of the ſu- 


perſtitious and fanatic. The manner in 
which the diet of election had treated 


tbeſe pretenſi ions, had offended the em- 


prels : of Ruſſia, by perſuading her, that i it 
was not only inconſiſtent with her dig- 
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nity to relax any thing of what PD had 
once demanded in their fayour, but that 
even, greater advantages ſhould now be i in- 
ſiſted on, the nation might be irritated; 
and again refuſe them even what was rea- 
ſonable ; this refuſal might then be attri- 


buted to the ingratitude of the king of 


Poland and his family; the mutual har- 
mony between the empreſs and him might 
thus be broken: all muſt then fall into 
confuſian : Ruſſia might endeavour, as in 
the late reigns, to ſupport her influence by 
arms: the Poles might reſiſt: France, 
from the moment of the interregnum had 
been endeavouring to animate the Turks 
againſt Ruſſia: Auſtria was ſuſpected of 
concurring in the ſame intrigues ; ſhould 
that war break out, he ſhould become ne- 
ceſſary to Ruſſia; and whatever might be 
the event, the empreſs would conſider the 
Poles as the immediate cauſe of it; and, 
her reſentment once kindled, he might 
make propoſals which would now ſhock 
her integrity. | * 
As far, fir, as one can judge of 9 
from effects, theſe were the ideas the king 
of 


* 
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N of Pruſſia formed to himſelf at firſt ;/ ut 
; 64 dead his conduct, and that of his miniſter 5 
. at Warſaw, appeared to have been regu: 
' lated by them.. O 2112 

I do not pretend, fir, 1 8 thing 
which has ha pened in Poland, has been 
the effect of 4 regular pre · concerted 
ſcheme. Mach is to be attributed to 
chance z all 1 contend for, is, that this 
was the plan the king of Pruſſia ſeems to 
have formed. Many circumſtances-con- 
curred to the ſucceſs of it, which he eould 
not foreſee, but which he watched witls 
unabated attention; ſticking 2 FRE : 
that could inſure ſucceſs. 118 7585 
As the grievances of the Diffidents were, 
though not the real, yet the oſtenſible 
cauſe of the ſucceeding troubles, it will he 
neceſſary to begin by explaining what 
were their original rights; and, 0 far R 
| theſe rights had been infringed. | 
Ihe doctrines of Calvin and A met 
with an early and willing reception in Po- 
land. Under the reigns of Sigiſmund I. 
and Sigiſmund Auguſtus, their profeſſors 
: were W diſtinguiſhed and favour- 


ed 


2 „˙ dd 
30 LETTERS CONCERNING THE 


ed at evurt: thoſe, who adhere o the 
Greek church, were many and confi 55 
able. At the death of Sigiſmund Au 4 
guſtus, the number of Greeks, lather. 
ans, and Calviniſts, taken together, was, 5 
to the number of Catholics, | as fix 10 
one. „ 

The death of this king, ſir, is the 10 
of the republic. He was the laſt * bt; 02 oh 
<<! minus & Hæres.“ All the laws pro 

mulgated before, were by the ſole 19995 
rey bl the king, cum confilis folum 
<©:baronum.” His grandfather” was e 
firſt Who aſſembled the repreſentatives c of | 
the equeſtrian order; and they were then 
afſembled, not ſo much to enact Taws, as ; 
| 1. 
to declare their conſent to the levying « of 
new taxes. They were the counſellors, 
not the colegiſlators, of the king. Things 
were on the ſame footing under the reigns 
of Sigiſmund I. and Sigiſmund Auguſtus. 
At the death of the latter, the legillative 
* devolved to the noble. 

The firſt diet was called in the year 


1573, by Firley, a Proteſtant, and el 
ma of tke kingdom. 26.0 1279 10k BN - 


/ 
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Germany was yet bleeding from; the 
wounds of a long and cruel war, which 
Charles V. had excited under pretence of 
de ending che Catholic faith. Francs ſtill 
trembled beneath the bloody ſword of Ca- 
therine of Medicis. Theſe: were dread- 
ful warnings. The Poles, inſtructed by 
their neighbours' example, determined 
on a mutual toleration, in the fulleſt ex- 
tent of the word : to avoid a hateful di- 
ſtinction of ſects, a phraſe was adopted, 
which ſhould comprehend them all 
« Nos diſſidentes in Religione.“ Eter- 
nal love and friendſhip were mutually 
ſworn : : the difference of religious ſenti- 
ments was to create no difference in their 
civil capacity: the idea of a dominant re- 
is igion, was to be for ever baniſhed; all 
were to be equally eligible to. any poſt and 
employnient in the ſtate. Whoever ex- 
cited ANY; quarrel on the ſubject of reli- 
gion, + was declared an enemy of his coun- 
try; and, as ſuch, to be put to death. 
This was acknowledged by all, as a fun- 
damental law of the new conſtitution, 
and for ever unchangeable; and to be in- 
«LL ; ſerted 
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ſerted as one of the: firſt articles of the 


£ PaRta con venta. To the obſervance: of 


which, every king was ſolemnly, and. * | 
oath, to bind himſelf. 1 > 1 

If you confider, fir, the n ba 
circumſtances. of this law, you will at 
once ſee, that it differs widely from any 
common emanation of the legiſlative 
power. The ſupreme legiſlative power 


can, moſt certainly, by any ſubſequent 


act, revoke and annul whatever has been 
inſtituted, or done by any former act of 
its own; but place this power where you 
will, whether in the hands of one, or 
many; there are acts, which it cannot 


do; rights, which it cannot annul; pri- 


vileges, which it cannot abrogate: and, 
ſurely, this was one. The different ſects 
were, at the time of paſſing this law, 
in the ſtate of independent contract- 
ing parties. This law was the mutual 
compact, which was to bind and unite 
them in one ſtate or ſociety: it could not 


therefore be broken, de jure, without 
the free and unanimous conſent of them 


all. 


110 N ; ; 1 dt. do 4; + ,* 
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- *Unhappily for Poland, Sir, tho” the 
' Proteſtants and Greeks were far ſuperior 
in number and conſequence, to thoſe of 
the Romiſh church, when this law was 
paſt, they defeated its effects by two im- 
prudent conceſſions: they conſented, that 
the king ſhould always be elected from 
the latter communion; and that the 
lands and poſſeſſions affected to the Ro- 
Miſh church ſhould remain unalienable. 
Had they conſidered ſufficiently the ge- 
nius of the Romiſh clergy, and their in- 
defatigable zeal of making converts, they 
would not have made theſe conceſſions: 
they would have left the throne open to 
the candidates of either ſect; diminiſhed 
the exceflive revenues of the + Romiſh 
clergy; ſubjected them to the fame courts 
of juſtice as the laity ; leffened the num 

ber of convents; and ſecured to the 
| clergy of their own ſets ſuch eſtabliſh- 
ments, as would enable them to counter- 
balance the power of the Romith clergy. 
Had they done this, they would have af- 
forded to Europe the firſt example of a 
02 toleration; avoided the ſubſequent 
F diſputes 


—_ 
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diſputes on religion, and been ne a 
e Samen people. noh 
And in fact one, and that no bog 
derable party, propoſed to place Sza- 
franice, a Proteſtant, on the throne. But 
reſpect for the princeſs Anne prevailed: 
ſhe was conſidered as having pretenſions 
to the crown: and it was determined to 
elect a king, who ſhould eſpouſe her. 
Henry of Valois was choſen, but ſoon 
abandoned Poland. Stephen of Bathory 
was then elected; and to obtain his new 
wife and kingdom changed his religion; 
for Anne was ſtrongly attached to the 
Romith faith; and, without the junction 
of her party, that of Stephen was toe 
weak to make head againſt Maximilian. 
Anne, not ſatisfied with favouring the 
Catholics during her own life, deter- 
mined to ſecure them a protector after 
her death; ſhe ſent for her nephew si- 
giſmund from Sweden; confided the care. 
of his education to the Jeſuits, who in- 
ſpired him with their own zeal of con- 
verſion; and, which is the inſeparable 
companion of that zeal—the ſpirit of 


8 per- 
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perſecution. Elected after wards to the | 
throne, he proved a. worthy and. grate- 
ful diſciple: of his maſterss their coun- | 
ſels directed him in every thing; their 
authority was. full. and excluſive : a long 
reign of near half a century was dedicated 
to the ſole purpoſe of extending the power 
of the church of Rome. The dogmas of 
the Greeks differ little from thoſe of 
the Romiſh church ; many of them werf 


perſuaded to form a ſort of motley reli- 
gion under the name of United Greeks; 
the Proteſtants could obtain no employ» 
ments: it was therefore no wonder, that 
with poſts in one hand, and every ſpe- 
cies. of chicane in the other, the King 
conyerted many of them. Colleges were 
built for the Jeſuits in every part of the 
kingdom; and to them was given the 
excluſive right of public education 
Sigiſmund, intent on fulfilling the du- 
ties of a monk, forgot thoſe of a king ; 
he gained many converts; deſtroyed many 
Proteſtant churches ; erected many con- 
vents; ; founded many ſeminaries: but he 
Was deprived of the kingdom of Swe- 
| F 2 den ; 
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Livonia, Moldavia, and Walachia; and 
laid the foundation of that dreadful re- 
bellion of the Coſſacks, which broke out 
in the reign of his' ſucceſſor ; and deſo- 
lated Poland for near half a century. 
The name ef Diſfidents“ had hi- 
therto comprehended the Romiſh, as well 
as the other ſeats; but the former being 
now grown ſtronger, affected it only to 
the non-united Greeks and Proteſtants ; 
hence the idea of the dominant religion 
was attributed to the church of Rome. 
Still, however, the Greeks and Proteſtants 
mei ntained their right of eligibility to the 
legiſlative and executive powers, almoſt 
undiſputed. In all the diets, ordinary, 
and extraordinary, free and confederated, 
this perfect cocquality of all the different 
ſects is repeated and recognized as a fun- 
damental law of the kingdom. The 
Catholics indeed called in to their aid 
the Jeſuit's doctrine of mental reſerva- 
tion, by adding to their ſignature of the 
laws and conſtitutions _« Salvis juribus 
+ eccleſiz Romane,” EE, 
440 Ladiflas 


"PRESENT STATE or PoL AND. 37 | 


Ladiſlas did not follow the plan of bis 
8 he endeavoured to reconcile 
the different ſects; but the ſpirit of party 
and fanataciſm was now gone forth, and 

his attempts to quiet it were van. 

| John Caſimir did not love the Prote- 

ſtants; but policy, and a regard for the 

Intereſts of his people got the better of 

his private reſentments: he protected 

them. Under his reign the peace of Oliva 
was concluded, which expreſly ſtipu- 
lated, | that all the. ſubjects of Pa- 
land, of whatever: condition; or Chri- 

« ſtian ſet they might be, ſhould be re- 
<« inſtated in all their rightsand privileges, 

* whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, of which 

46; they" had*Heretofore'' Enjoyed, accord- 

'« ing to the laws of the kingdom.” — Now 

no lay had hitherto 'been paſt againſt 
the Greeks or Proteſtants,  derogating 
from that co- equality declared at the infti- 
tution bf the Republic.” 

The reign of Michael was thort'; and 

ut an 0 alli war againſt the Turks left no 

time to think of Poa difſenſions, 215 Y 
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Jobn Sobieſki protected the "IP R 
bike” they had loſt, much of their conſe- 
quence, by inſenſibly loſing their place in 
the ſenate: for though no law had yet de- 
clared them inadmiſſible, yet as the nomis. 

nation depended. on the. king, and the 
kings had always been Catholics, they had 
named none but thoſe of theic own com- 
munion. 

Auguſtus II. was a new we = _ 
ſhewed all the zeal new proſelytes are 


| wont to ſhew i in proof of the ſincerity of 


their converſion. A diet aſſembled in the 
year 1717, paſt the firſt law againſt the 
public exerciſe of the Proteſtant religion: | 
the law was drawn up by a biſhop, with 
an affected obſcurity; it was read but 
once; tumultuouſly paſt: and the diet 
diſſolved at the end of ſeven hours, from 
its firſt aſſembling. The time, however, 


was not yet come, when this violation of 


that original contract between then inde- 
pendent parties. could be carried without 
oppoſition. Another: diet was ſummoned 
the year following, when this article was. 
explained, and declared to reſpect only tho 


f | ; 15 FE abuſes, 
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abuſes, which had crept in during the war | 
with Sweden. The words of this expla- 


natory law are . Diflidentes circa anti- 
qua jura & privilegia conſervamus: 
0 abuſus vero, prævio proceſſu ſolito, in 
« foro uſitato lege veteri tollantur. But 


this, notwithſtanding Auguſtus kept firm 


to his purpoſe, during his reign he called 


no Proteſtants to the ſenate; he conferred 
no charges on them. He added four bi- 
ſhops to the motley ſect of united Greeks... 


He committed the maſlacre at T horn. 


The deciſive blow was ſtruck under, the 2 
reign of | Auguſtus III. in the year 1736. 
The Catholics began by forcing from the 
houſe all the Proteſtant nuntios; and then * 
paſt a law, which declared them i incapa- . 
ble of all civil poſts and employments N 
whatever. During the whole of this reign 


things continued on the ſame footing : 


» ag. 2 


few diets were held; and the Greeks and 


Proteſtants could never obtain the repeal 
of this law ; and found themſelves daily 
expoſed to new chicanes. 


But, ſir, whilſt I endeavour to late the 


rights of the Greeks and Proteſtants in the 
ſtrongeſt point of view; though I am 


thoroughly 


40 _ Letrars CONCERNING TIE 


thoroughly convinced theſe rights wers 
founded on a conſtitution, which no ſab- 
ſequent act of the legiſlature could de jure 
-annul; yet I will candidly own, that the 
ſeduction of ſo many of them to the 
church of Rome, and the conſequent di- 
minution of their numbers and conſe- 
quence, had made ſo important a change 
in their ſituation, and relative proportion 
to the whole body of the nation, that I 
think a part of their rights ought: to have 
been ſacrificed to that firſt ſupreme law, 
antecedent to all others,—the good of the 
people. I think, the deciſion of the ca- 
non-law, was epplicable to a part of their 
rights: Quod fieri non debuit, factum 
* valebat.“ Though they were origi- 
nally co-equal in every reſpe& with their 
fellow citizens, yet as now their number 
was ſo ſmall, and their conſequence ſo lit- 
tle, perhaps all they ſhould have aſked for, 
was the free exerciſe of their religion, and 
to be put on the ſame footing in their ci- 
vil capacity, as the Diſſenters from the eſta- 
bliſhed church in England, without reviv- 
ing their ancient claim of entering into 
the 


Ul 
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the legillative or executive pre 0 f 80. 

vernment. 1 n 
But whether the np of Ruffia Was 
teally ſtruck with the juſtice of their ori- 
ginal rights; whether ſhe was ſeized with 
the ſingular idea of being the firſt Chriſtian 
ſovereign to employ the civil power in 
defence of a general toleration; or 'whe- 
ther. ſhe meant, by ſecuring and protect · 
ing the: rights of the Greeks and Prote- 
Rants, to form a" ſtrong party in the re- 
public, her miniſters had orders to preſent 
x memorial to the king of Poland; foor 
after his election, reclaiming in favout of 
the Greeks and Proteſtants all their an- 
cient” rights, liberties, and pterogatives. 
The memorial was in courſe referred” to 
the ſtates; and though the king recom- 
mended it to their moſt ſerious attention, 
they were ſo far. from paying any regard 
to it, that they confirmed, in their full 
extent, the conſtitations againſt the Diſſi- 
dents of the years 1717, and 1736. 
The empreſs did not defiſt from ker 
purpoſe. Her ambaſſador preſented a ſe- 
cond memorial in favour of the Diſſidents, 
: 0. ia 
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to the confederated diet of 1766. lt was 


drawn up in the ſtrongeſt n. and de- 

manded. | 
1. That the churches, which 1 
ed to them of right, and had been illegal- 
ly taken from them, be reſtored; with 
full liberty to repair, or rebuild thoſe 
which had fallen into decay; where they 
might exerciſe undiſturbed all the rites 


and ceremonies of their reſpective com- 
munions; in the ſame manner, and with 
the ſame freedom, as nn Prote- 


10 55 countries. „ $020998 
. That in all cities, towns, or vil- 
— where there is no Greek or Prote- 


ſtant church, leave be given to the ſaid 


communions to build one, if they ſee fit; 
and the prieſts or paſtors be in no wiſe 
moleſted by the eccleſiaſtical courts. 

30. That the payments made by the 
Greeks and Proteſtants to the Catholic cu- 
rate, on account of baptiſms, marriages, 
burials, &c. which are now uncertain and 
arbitrary, be either aboliſhed, or fixed, 
once for all, to a moderate ſum to be 

7 n- 
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conſidered” as an acknowledgement of the 
dominant religion 

49. That the Greek ſemiuary at Mchi- 
low be not in any manner moleſted; but 
allowed all liberty in the education oP the, 
Greek youth. © | 

- 59, That the biſhop! and biſhspris' or 
White Ruſſia be for ever maintained in 
the Greek church; and all the other Dif- 
fidents f in their reſpective communions. 

14 That no Greek or Proteſtant prief | 
or paſtor, be obliged to appear, "oh any 
account whatever, ' in the eccleſiaſtical 
courts; but that they do depend entirely 
on the civil courts. 

7. That no hindrance be made to the 
marriage of perſons of different ſects; and 
that the daughters of ſuch marriages do 
follow the religion of the mother; and 
the ſons that of the father. 

| Having thus preciſely determined, what 
was the redreſs expected in eccleſiaſtical 
matters, the memorial goes on to aſſert 
the co-equallity of all the different ſects 
in their civil capacity ; but the empreſs 
does not take upon herſelf to fix, but 


G 2 | leaves 
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Ne it to the Catholics to determine, by 
Way of treaty and negociation with ths, 
Greeks and Proteſtants, what part they 
ſhould be entitled to in the adminiſtration! 
of government. Serious, and (carneſt-in- 
her propoſal, the empreſs engaged the 
courts of London, Copenhagen, Stock- 
holm, and Berlin in the ſame cauſe...  -- 

As her demands were: hitherto mode - 
rate; as eyery principle. of juſtice, and 
equity required, that the Diffidents-ſhould 
be allowed the free exerciſe of their reli- 
gion ; and as a door was left qpen to com- 
promiſe their demands in their civil capa- 
city, it may ſeem-aſtoniſhipgs. that the 
Poles did not at once come into the pro- 
poſal made by the empreſs, and ſupported 
by powers every way fo reſpeGable——, 
That they did not, fir, was the effect of 


the honeſt politics of the king of Pruſſia. 
Nothing could be farther from his 
wiſhes than to. ſee the Diſſidents re · eſta- 

bliſhed in their rights. The hardſhips ex- 
erciſed upon them in Poland had driven 
many of them to take refuge in his domi- 
nions. Should their rights be re- eſta - 
; bliſhed, 
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bliſhed, many would naturally return to a 
country where their civil liberty was: 
greater; where they could not be forced 
to enliſt;z where taxes Were leſs: burthen- | 
ſome; and where honeſt iaduſtry met 
à ſurer recompence, He was therefore 
never ſuppoſed to be fincere in his wiſhes 
of ſucceſs to their cauſe; and he took 
ſufficient care to let their warmeſt oppo» 
nents underſtand, that he was not ſo. 
His miniſter at the court of Warſaw 
had a great advantage over the Ruſſian 
ambaſſador: the latter Was a/;yoong: man, 
af an amiable character in private kißes 
but warm, impetuous, and accuſtomed to 
think that in Poland, as in Ruſſia, every 
thing ſhould yield to the will ef his fos 
vereign. The Pruflian was a French re- 
fugee, cunning, artful, without friends, 
fortune, or connections: under the maſł 
of that ſpecies of openneſs, which the 
French call naivete, he inſinuated him- 
ſelf into the confidence of the Ruffian, 
and worked upon the warmth of his 
temper, ſo as to make him endeavour to 
_ by force, what. he might certainly 
have 
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have obtained by manners more gentle 
and infinuating. By the ſe means the whole 
odium was thrown upon Ruſſia. 


| The public memorials: preſented by the 


Pruſſian miniſter in ſupport of the Diſſi- 
dents loſt all their weight, by the ſecret 
aſſurances given at the ſame time to the 
biſhops, and moſt bigotted of the laity, 
that his maſter would not be offended, 
ſhould little or no regard be paid to them. 
As a proof of this I can poſitively aſſure 
you, t that a member of the diet, who had 
reluctantly ſigned the conſtitution which 


rejected the demands of the Diſſidents, 


and which had been framed and ſup- 
ported by the biſhop of Cracow, told this 
prelate:— Your excellency has per- 
<« ſuaded us to paſs a reſolution which 
« cannot. fail of bringing on us the re- 
« ſentment of out neighbours: the bi- 
ſhop, laying his hand gently on the nun- 
tio's ſhoulders, anſwered: Be perſuaded, 
« fir, I ſhould never have counſelled you 
« to this ſtep, if I had not the moſt po- 
« ſitive aſſurances from the king of Pruſ- 
40 bia, that he would bear us harmleſs in 


=” 
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it.“ I aver this on my own cert Ain 
knowledge: buſineſs had called me at 
that very time from Dantzig to Warſaw; 
and I was, by accident; near enough to 
hear the converſation. The event has 
proved what reliance is to be had on the 
promiſes of this prince: the ambitious 
Pen has been a martyr to them. © © 

The king of Poland, with the moſt 
ſenfible part of the nation endeavoured 
all they could to avert the impending 
ſtorm. They endeavoured to prevail on 
the empreſs to deſiſt from her enterprize : : 
but not ſucceeding there, they repreſented 
to the nation, that, either they muſt be⸗ 
gin by gränting the points, Which re- 
garded the free exerciſe of religion; and 
then endeavour to perſuade the Diſſidents 
in friendly conferences, to reſtrain theic 
demands, in their civil capacity, to a full 
and perfect ſecurity for their perſons and 
_ poſſeſſions ; and to give up their preten- 
ſions of eligibility to poſts and employ- 
ments: —or, if they were determined 
not to treat with the Diſſidents, as their 
: e but to regard them merely as 


a let 
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a ſect tolerated by government, and ther- 
fore to grant them nothing in their civil 
capacity, but what they would receive as 
an act of grace: if they wiſhed to aſ- 
ſert the independence of their govern- 
ment; and to exclude the interference of 
of foreign powers in the internal admi- 
niſtration: — they muſt weigh well their 
own ſituation, and the power of their 
neighbours; and at all events do nothing 
by halves: they ſhould convince their 
neighbours that it was not the raſh deci- 
fion of a tumultuous council, but the re- 
ſolution of a brave people, determined 
to ſupport it at the hazard of their lives 
and fortunes : that they ſhould therefore 
put themſelves in a ſituation of aug- 
menting the troops, and employing them 
in defence of their country, by paſſing 
a law, that any motion for the aug- 
mentation of the army ſhould not be 
ſabje& to be ſet aſide by the exerciſe of 
the liberum veto; but paſt or — 

by a plurality of voices. 
Miſled by the inſidious promiſes of the 
king of Pruſſia, relying for proteRion on 
6 the 
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the empreſs queen's known attachmekivis 
the Romiſh church, and ſuppoſed di ſap- 
probation of the meaſures of Ruſſia, the 
nation determined to reject the demands 
of the Diſſidents; but promiſed at the 
ſame time, by every thing ſolemn, and 
ſacred, to enable government to ſupport 
and maintain that refuſal, by voting, that 
the augmentation of the army ſhould de- £ 
pend on a plurality of voices. 
The demands of the Diſſidents were 
accordingly rejected; the biſhops, their 
natural antagoniſts, were conſtituted their 
judges, and drew up a ſet of articles, 
which were far from contenting them; 
and which — to ſpeak of them in the 
gentleſt terms — were certainly captious. 
But when the other point came to be 
debated, it was viſible what an aſcendant 
the artifices of the king of Pruſſia, and 
the menaces of Ruſſia, had gained. 
The king had endeavoured in vain to 
modify the reſolutions taken againſt the 
Diffidents: finding the prejudices too + 
ſtrong to be conquered, he had yielded 
to he deſires of his people, on the ex- 
H | preſs 
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preſs condition, that. the other point 
ſhould be carried at the ſame time; but 
here he was ſhamefully abandoned; the 
confederation was diſſolved, and IT aug- 
mentation of the troops ſtill left to the 
deciſion of an unanimous diet. 

The king of Pruſſia took every advan- 
tage of this unſucceſsful attempt. On 
the one hand his miniſter repreſented it 
to the nation, as a deſign to change the 
conſtitution, and deſtroy the liberty of 
the ſubject: on the other, the jealouſy 
of the court of Peterſburgh was alarmed, 
and the empreſs perſuaded, that the king 
of Poland had forgotten his abligations 
to her; that her influence was at an end, 
unleſs other meaſures were purſued ; that 
new alliances would be formed, and new 
protections ſought. He ſucceeded but too 
well on both ſides; the conſequence of 
the king of Poland's having ſeen, and 
honeſtly purſued the intereſts of his coun- 
try, was to find his beſt ally diſguſted, 
his people diſaffected, and his hands tied 
up from ſerving or ſaving them. 


— 
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in the beginning of this year 1767, a a 
declaration was publiſhed 1 in the name of 
the empreſs of Ruſſia, accompanied by 
a letter from her prime miniſter Panin, 
to her ambaſſador at Warſaw, in which 
the empreſs. is declared protectreſs of the 
confederation formed by the Diſſidents, 
in ſupport of their rights: the attempt 
to ſubmit the augmentation of the army 
to the deciſion of a plurality of voices is 
repreſented in the moſt odious colours, 
as an attack on the liberties and conſti- 
tution of Poland; the King and his fa- 
mily are plainly pointed out as having 
formed the deſign of acquiring an abſp= 
lute authority; the very meaſures the 
had before promoted, and which con- 
ſtitute the greateſt part of her merit, 
with reſpe& to Poland, and which in 
the Manifeſto I lately ſent you are again 
qualified with the title of * Uſeful and 
0 Salutary,” are condemned ; and the 
nation in general is invited to join the 
Diſſidents, and unite in one general con- 
federation for the redreſs of all their 
grievances, —There is a diſingenuity and 
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low. artifice in theſe papers, that, for the 
honour of the court of Peterſburgh, would 
make me. hope they did not originate 
there, but were the work of the only 
prince in Europe who ſeems capable of 
deſcending ſo low. They produced, how- 
ever, their effect; and fo much the ſooner 
as emiſſaries were employed by the mi- 
niſters of Ruſſia and Pruſſia, to enforce 
and explain the arguments made uſe of 
in the declaration and letter; and to fan 
the latent fires of diſcontent. 2011 
1 told you in my firſt letter, fir, the 
ſteps the king of Poland had taken to re- 
duce the overgrown and dangerous power 
of many of the great officers of ſtate. 
This had offended not only thoſe in poſ- 
ſeſſion, but all who aſpired to them in 
future: and though at firſt fight it ſhould 
ſeem, that the dividing of their power 
would multiply offices, and ſo make pro- 
viſion for greater numbers, yet you muſt 
remember, the number of the commiſ- 
ſioners was limited, and their ſalaries 
fixed ; whereas before hundreds had ſhares 
in the public depredations, which were 


unli- 
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unlimited: the poſt of a commiſſioner. 


required attendance, labour, and order; 
things little known, and leſs reliſhed in 


Poland: in ſhort, ſir, the Poles ſeem to 


have regarded the poſts in their govern- 
ment, as you in England regard the prizes 


in your lotteries; were the 20,0001. di- 


vided into twenty ſhares, every adven- 


turer would have a better chance of win- 
ning ſomething; and yet moſt certainly 


there would be fewer adventurers. 


The electreſs dowager of Saxony could |; 


not ſee, with patience, her family ex- 
cluded from the throne of Poland; un- 
able to reinſtate it by honourable means, 
ſhe formed cabals ; fed the hopes of her 
partizans by promiſes and bribes; aſ- 
' ſured them of ſupport from the court of 
Vienna; appealed to the coldneſs and diſ- 
approbation of the preſent meaſures, which 
that court viſibly ſhewed. 

If you conſider farther, how many more. 
the love of anarchy and licence would diſ- 
poſe againſt a government, which had 
tried to reduce every thing to ſubjection 
to the laws, you will not be ſurpriſed. 

that 
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that the emiſſaries of Ruſſia and Pruffia; 
ſupported by the declaration and letter, 1 


mentioned, were able to draw in a great 


number of diſcontented citizens. | 

They formed a ſecond confederation j_ 
and though this claſs of Confederates con- 
fiſted of the very biſhops, and others, who 
had ſpoken and acted ſo warmly againſt 
the Diſſidents; yet, ſuch is the force of 


party rage, that they acknowledged the 


confederation of the Diſſidents to be law= 
ful; joined with them in one general con- 
federation at Radom, under the protection 
of the empreſs. Prince Charles Radzivil, 
a man of extenſive fortune, and great fa- 
mily, but of mean parts, and imbruted 
by a long habit of debauchery, was choſen 
marſhal: unequal to the taſk, he was put 
under the guidance and tuition of a Ruſſi- 
an officer. The confederation, as ſoon as 
formed, deputed ambaſſadors to the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia, e her proteftion 
and guaranty. 

By this ſtroke, the power of the king 
was annihilated : he could only fit ſtill, a 
ſimple ſpectator of the misfortunes his 


peo- 
3 
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people were bringing on themſelves ; and 
which they never would have. felt, had 
they liſtened to his counſel in the laſt 
diet, or ſtood by him when he offered to 
riſk his life and crown in ſupport of their 
independence. | 
In the month of Otober, 1767, an 
extraordinary diet was aſſembled : this 
diet not only appointed a committee to ex-. 
amine the pretenſions of the Diſſidents, 
and the ſuppoſed grievances of the nation; 
but veſted it with full power to ſatisfy the 
one, and redreſs the other, by fixt and per- 
manent laws. The committee granted 
more to the Diſſidents, than had ever been 
aſked ; and under pretence of redreſſing 
grievances, formed a code of laws, which, 
had it been leſs exceptionable in other re- 
ſpects, was yet inadmiſſible, as it was de- 
clared perpetual and. unchangeable ; and 
as ſuch guarantied by the empreſs of 
Ruſſia :—as if the idea of liberty, and the 
immutability of the laws were inſeparable: 
as if every nation had not a right of 


changing its conſtitution, as change of cir- 
cumſtances may require :—as if any other 


power 
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power had @ right of interfering in the 
internal adminiſtration of a tree and inde- | 
196 990k ſtate ?. * Slodur 
Iwill not carry you, fir, through a long 
detail of the reſolutions of this committee; 
I will not ſhock you by a repetition of the 
acts of violence made uſe of againſt thoſe 
who oppoſed it: I would only deſire you to 
remark, that though the Pruſſian miniſter 
had contributed by his artifices to draw the 
Poles into this ſnare ; though he had an- 
nimated the Ruſſian ambaſſador, and in- 
flamed a temper too ready of itſelf to fly 
out into unpardonable exceſſes ; yet he de- 

meaned himſelf fo, that the whole odium 
of the-proceeding fell upon Ruſſia. | 
No ſooner was the diet diſſolved, than 
the diſcontent of the nation broke forth 
with tenfold fury. The emiſſaries of 
Saxony and Pruſſia heightened it; and 
artfully repreſented the king as having 
ſecretly joined with Ruſſia in enſnaring 
them. Though the king had acquired no 
one perſonal advantage; though almoſt 
every law enacted was directly contradic- 
ay to all his ideas, and that ſyſtem of 
order 
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order and regularity he ſo plainly wiſhed 
to introduce; though the labours of his 
whole reign were fruſtrated by this ab- 
ſurd incoherent code; though the radical 
voice: of the government, the liberum 
s yeto, was extended to objects, it had 
hitherto reſpgeRed ; and was even guaranti- 
ed by Ruſſia, in direct contradiction to the 
known and avowed ideas of the king, 
expreſsly imputed to him in the n 
tion of Ruſſia. 5 

Too many of the nation beg im- 
bibed theſe prejudices: aſhamed of hav- 
ing been the dupes of Ruſſia; aſhamed of 
that ſpirit of party rage, which had drawn 
them into the ſnare; without virtue 
enough to return to their duty; without 
greatneſs enough to forgive the man they 
had injured, they attempted to juſtify 
their paſt errors by freſh: outrages. In- 
ſtead of conſidering the king as the party, 
who had ſuffered the moſt eſſentially; in- 
ſtead of conſulting with him on the beſt 
means of undeceiving the empreſs of 
Ruſſia; inſtead of waiting for a favourable 


moment to re- aſſert their common rights 
1 and 
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and defend their common cauſe; "they 
broke out into acts of precipitate violence: 
without digeſting any plan, they formed 
ſeparate confederations; which, for want 
of concert and unanimity, expoſed them- 
ſelves every where to be bearen by N 
Ruſſians. 

The empreſs of Ruſſia ain dock Wen 
herſelf the odium of all: the king of Pru- 
ſia hung back; his declarations were cold, 
or partial, or tended only to confirm that 
fatal error, that the maintaining of the 
king on the throne was the cauſe of alt the 
troubles. Inſtead of vigorouſly oppofing 
the confederates, which, had he ſeconded 
the deſigns of Ruſſia (as the empreſs 
aſſerts), he would have done, he ſuffered 
different detachments of his troops to be 
beaten by them with impunity. BE 

It was not, fir, till the year 1770, that 
he took an active part. And let us ſee, 
wh:ther the part he then took, was ſuch 
as became the ally of a princeſs, who de- 
clares her conſtant endeavours to havo 
been directed to the good of Poland. 


A pri- 
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A private diſpute had ariſen between 
the magiſtrates of Dantzig and the Pruf- 
ſian conſul. To revenge himſelf on the 


magiſtrates, he pretended they oppoſed 
the levy of recruits for the Pruſſian army. 


The king of Pruſſia, accuſtomed to be 
judge in his own cauſe, did not remon- 
| ſtrate, with the magiſtrates, came to no 
explanation with them; a party of troops 
were ſent; the out- poſts of the town 
ſurpriſed ; the city amerced in the ſum of 
one hundred thouſand ducats; and then, 
under pretence of reclaiming ſome ſub- 
jects, who had fled from the tyranny of 
his government, he carried off more than 
a thouſand young men to recruit his 
army. 

His troops entered into Great Poland; 
in the year 1771; and during the ſpace of 
that year, he carried off from that pro- 
vince and its neighbourhood, at a mode- 
rate ee twelve thouſand fami- 
Hel... K 
On the : of Ofober, in the ſame 

year, an edict was publiſhed by his Pruſ- 
lian majeſty, commanding every perſon, 

1 under 
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under the ſevereſt penalties, and even cor- 
poral puniſhment, to take in payment for 
forage, proviſions, corn, horſes, &c. the. 
money offered by his troops and com- 
miſſaries. This money, ſir, was either 
ſilver, bearing the impreſſion of Poland, 
and exactly worth one-third of its nomi- 
nal value, or ducats ſtruck in imitation of 
Dutch ducats, ſeventeen per cent. inferior 
to the real ducats of Holland. With this 
baſe money, he bought up corn and forage 
enough, not only to ſupply his army for 
two whole years, but to ſtock magazines 
in the country itſelf, where the inhabi- 
tants were forced to come and repurchaſe 
corn for their daily ſubſiſtence, at an ad- 
vanced price, and with good money, his 
commiſſaries refuſing to take the ſame 
coin they had paid. At the loweſt cal- 
culation, ſir, he gained, by this maſterly 
and honeſt manœuvre, ſeven. millions of 
dollars. He ſays ſomewhere in his Me- 
moirs, Les politiques ont relegus la 
% candeur dans la vie civile; et ils fe 
«« voyent ſi audeſſus des loix, qu'ils font 
6c obſerver aux autres, qu'ils ſe livrent 
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Ge fans retenne A la depravation de leur 
1 cœur.“ By this account, fir, he is 3 
Wee for his heart is vilely de- 
praved. Having ſtripped the country of 
money and proviſions, he | thought it, I 
ſuppoſe, an act of humanity to thin it ſtill 
more of inhabitants. He hit upon a 
new contribution; every town and village 
was obliged to furniſh a certain number 
of marriageable girls ; the parents to give, 
as a portion, a feather-bed, four pillows, 
a cow, two hogs, and three ducats'in 
gold. A letter I received from Poſnahia, 
in the month of March laſt, informed me, 
that a little town, called Korztrzym, with 
its dependencies, was forced to furniſh 
general Belling fifty marriageable 'girls, 
with each this portion ; and a correſpon- 
dent 1 have at Stargard, a town belonging 
to the king of Pruſſia, a me about 
the ſame time, that ſevera waggons filled 
with this new kind of contribution had 
N through that town. 
His exactions from the abbeys, con- 
vents, cathedrals, and nobles were ſo 
heavy, and exceeded at laſt their abilities 
ats ſo 


— — —— — r — 


62 LETTERS CONCERNING THE | 


ſo much, that the prieſts abandoned the 


churches, and the nobles their lands. 
Thoſe whom age or infirmities prevented 
from flying, were bound hand and foot, 
and carried off as criminals. May 1 not 
once more, fir, be permitted to apply the 
words of this philoſophic prince to him- 
ſelf? Il Etoit bien ſingulier, qu'il trai- 
« tat avec cette durete exceſſive un pays 


« ami, dont le prince n'avoit donné au- 
«© cun ſujet de plainte!” Theſe exactions 


continued with unabated rigour, from the 


year, 1770 to the time the treaty of parti- 


tion was declared, and poſſeſſion taken of 
the-provinces uſurped. The loſs of inha- 
bitants is not eaſily to be calculated; that 
of money has been, I believe, moderately 
computed at three millions of ducats. | 
And yet this is the man, fir, whom 


the empreſs of Ruſſia dignifies with the 


title of her faithful ally ; and whom ſhe 
declares to have co-operated with her in 
the great deſign of rendering Poland a 
free and happy people. He a faithful 
ally, who hurried her miniſtry into acts of 
violence, into breaches of the law ot na- 


tions, 


* 
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dons, which no necefſiry can Jultify;" And 
which defeated che very 'deſfigns' he” HA 
in view; who alienated the affeckiöns ef 

the nation ſhe laboured to cahiciliate;; 
whole intrigues contfibuted t Bring bh 
her the arms of the Porte, and tenderetl 
 ineffe@ual the congrels for's pedcb?t" He 
co-operate in. rendering-Polat” free and 
happy, who has laid it waſte for. three 
whole years, by at once the [loweſt and 
moſt cruel acts of tyraumy andrapatity'? 
His alliance to be boaſted of, with whom, 
if he were a private character, nd honeft 
man would aſſociate ? 8 
Excuſe this warmth, fr, I am WMiklhg 

to an Engliſhman. You have taught the 
world this noble leſſon, that a prince, 
Who to acts of arbitrary violence joins 
the baſeſt artifices, in order to deprive 
his own people of their rights and li- 
berties, forfeits deſervedly the allegiance 
of his ſubjects. Allow us at leaſt to think, 
that the prince who uſes the ſame vile 

means to enſlave a free and independent 

ſtate, deſerves no reſpect from the public. 

Conquerors have often forced from us in- 
voluntary 
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voluntary regard; but an incendiary. is 


always regarded with horror. The de- 


vaſtations of war may ſometimes be juſ- 
tifed by the plea of neceſſity; but the 


prince who, in the midſt of peace, and 


with his coffers full, can meanly enrich 
himſelf by the coinage of falſe and baſe 
money, may ſurely be treated with con- 
er Ma 

After all, fir, 1 may juſtify this warmth 
by his own authority, and in his own 
words: Pai blame le vice en lui, avec 


% hardieſſe parceque le vice ne doit * 


6c trouver d' __ fur le trone.” 


I am, &c. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HILST the Firſt and Second Letters 

were in the preſs, the editor received 
ſome others from his correſpondent ; who, 
though retired from Dantzig, is punctual- 
ly informed of every thing material going 
on in Poland. Some circumſtances, con- 
tained in theſe later Letters, develop fill 
farther the ſpirit and tendency of the pro- 
ceedings of the uſurping powers: the editor 
has therefore inſerted them. Hence the 
date of theſe letters is poſterior to that of 
the Advertiſement prefixed to the firſt, and 
the publication of them has been ſo long de- 
layed. The Appendix contains ſome autlien- 
tic papers referred to in the Letter. 


Lond. 
Feb. 8th, 1773. 
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2  Bruifets, Dec. 24. 1773. 
_ MY DEAR SIR; 8 | 


ERE a ſtranger to read the 
Manifeſto of the three courts, 
which 1 ſent you in my firſt, 
would he not naturally conclude, that, 
from the. beginning of the interregnum, 
they had formed an honeſt and friendly 
plan of eſtabliſhing the liberties of Po- 
land on.a firm and ſolid foundation? that ; 
this plan had been openly propoſed, and 
invariably purſued ?- that the Poles had 
adopted it; and afterwards, - through a 

f B ann 


U 
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fiat of levity and faction receded from 

; flowg to arms, and attacked, with- 
05 provocation, the allies, they had 
called in to their aſliſtance ? 

You have ſeen, however, that the caſe 
is far different; though the plan pro- 
poſed by Ruſſia at the beginning, ap- 
peared honeſt and friendly ; though the 
ſoundeſt part of the nation concurred in 
it as ſuch, yet the court of Vienna ap- 
pearetaverle to it, "that of Berlin coun- 
teracted it, excited groundleſs fears and 
jealouſies, and raiſed that very ſpirit of fac- 
tion and diſcord, with which they now 
reproach the Poliſh nation. The plan af- 
terwards adopted was directly contrary to 
that which had been firſt announced; 
the method of carrying it into execution 
tended to revolt every one, who felt as a 
man, or Citizen : in a word, every ſpe- . 
cies of, inſult and oppreſſion was exerted 
with an unrelenting wantonnefs, in order 
to force Poland to give up its on ex- 
iſtence as a ſtate. - 

From this proof of diſingenuity and 
artifice | in the relation of their paſt con- 

: | * anc, 
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duct, you will ſcarcely be induced to 


pay great regard to the profeſſions of their 


future deſigns, I will examine them with 
all the coolneſs and candour ſuch a 
ſuhject will permit; but at the fame time 


with that honeſt freedom I have hitherto | 


uſed, To think freely is the only right 
they have left untouched; and of this #t 


live. 
Theſe Weka | ebene of nations 
declare theſe to be their preſent purpoſes: 


—to prevent the arbitrary diffolution of 


Poland ;—reſtore order and tranquillity; 


—re-eſtabliſh the ancient form of go- 


vernment z—and that, by the way, and 
merely as a collateral circumſtance; they 
mean to indemnify themſelves for certain 
ancient claims and pretenſions: — and they 
do not ſcruple to affirm, that the mea- 
ſures they are purſuing are the moſt ef- 
fectual, and beſt adapted to theſe ends. 
What would they have us underſtand 
by this threatened diſſolution of Poland? 
or, to uſe their own fantaſtic term, this 
a arbitrary decompoſition of it? A king= 
| ; B 2 dom 


leaſt no tyrant ſhall deprive me while 1 5 
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dom may be diſſolved two ways, by ex- 
ternal violence, or internal commotions. 
If Poland tends either way to diſſolution, 
who are to be thanked for it? are the 
meaſures of theſe uſurpers calculated to 
haſten, or prevent it? Its internal go- 
vernment has indeed received ſuch rude 
and continued ſhocks, that it trembles 
from its foundation; but their hand gave 
them : ſtill they are afraid it will not fall 
to pieces ſoon enough, and therefore tear 
it aſunder, ſtrip it of its beſt and moſt 
fertile provinces, preclude it from all 
commerce and communication, ſhut up 
every avenue to amelioration and im- 
provement. And this is to prevent - its 
diſſolution. 

Here, Sir, no reaſoning is Pabel the 
fact ſpeaks for itſelf in terms too ſtrong 
to be enforced. To believe this the way 
of preventing the diſſolution of a king- 
dom is a propoſition too glaringly abſurd 
to be ſwallowed by the, faith of an apo- 
ſtolic queen; defended by the ſophiſtry 
of a royal infidel; or palliated by the 
arts of a court, which has undertaken to 

| vin- 
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vindicate every breach of er _ gal, | 
and maternal] duty. FUE 8117 

Still they ay, in taking fo Poland 
ſo large a part of its demeſnes, they are 
determined to conſult the happinefs of the 
reſt, by reſtoring order and tranquillity ; 
by re-eſtabliſhing the ancient form of 
government ; and, to givea keener edge 
to their inſults, invite the Poles, in terms 


of affected moderation, ** to lay aſide all 
* ſpirit of - diſcord and deluſion, that, a 
«« diet being legally aſſembled, they may 


% co-operate in this important work? ? 


Though to cut off a man's legs and 
arms be a difagreeable way of making 
him ill and quiet, let us for a moment 
ſuppoſe, that the kingdom of Poland 


was ſo large and unwieldy, that theſe. 


violent operations were become neceſſary 


to its repoſe ; what Teliance is yet to 
be had on the fincerity of their ſubſe- 
quent profeſſions? what pledge have 
they given of the n of their ales: 


rior views ? 


Had their profeſſions been NE their 


views. honeſt, they would have with» 


drawn 


\ 


* 
* 
- : * a 
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drawn their troops from every part of Po- 
land; facilitated the meeting of the diet; 
waited patiently till all the ſenators could 
have aſſembled; till the members of the 
lower houſe could have been freely elect- 
ed, with all the formalities of the law; 
they would clearly have explained what 
they meant by the ancient form of go- 
vernment. Inſtead of this, the capital of 
Poland is yet filled with Ruſſian troops; 
the Auſtrians and Pruſſians have advanced 
far. beyond the bounds they at firſt 
marked out; and they give an affected 
obſcurity to their deſigns, by nn 
only in general terms. 

Experience having taught the king of 
Poland and his people, that theſe terms 
may be applied to ſignify meaſures, 
which, inſtead of re-eſtabliſhing the real 
conſtitution of the kingdom, may ſerve 
only to confirm its ruin, they expreſs a 
natural reluctance to aflemble a diet un- 
der circumſtances, which muſt leave it 
only the blind inſtrument of the op- 
preſſors, and tyrants of their country. 
The court of Vienna here takes the lead, 
n 1 pub- 
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publiſhes a ſecond *: manifeſto; in the 
name of herſelf and allies; in which they! * 
dare to inſinuate, that the cries of his 
country can no longer find their way to 
the heart of the king; treat as a culpa- 
ble indeciſion the repugnance he feels, 
and ought to feel, againſt any act which 
may tend to give the fanction of his con- 
ſent to their uſurpations and cruelty, to 
the loſs of the provinces, commerce, and 
independence of his people; add, with 
unparalleled inſolence, that the dignity 
and juſtice of the three courts preſeribe 
certain bounds to their moderation; and 
threaten Poland with ſtill greater evils, 
if their wills be not immediately com- 
plied with. Theſe threats had already 
been put in execution, even before they 
were announced; already the Auſtrians 
and Pruſſians had advanced into the 
wretched remains of Poland; already the: 
latter had extended their depredations and 


ravages into the little ſpot which had 
hitherto been e 


F 
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Io add to the abſurdity and cruelty of 
"hu conduct, whilſt they preſs the king 

to ſummon a diet; in a manner ſo unwor- 
thy of the regard due to a crowned head, 
they take every poſſible method of ren- 
deting its deciſions null and ineffeRual. 
They forbid the ſenators of the uſurped 
provinces to attend: they hinder the elec- | 
tion of the nuntios; though they know, 
by the laws of Poland, no act can be va- 
lid without their concurrence. The king 
of Pruſſia goes farther : flattery and 
promiſes, threatnings and violence, have 
been alternately made uſe of to perſuade a 
prince Sulkowſki to aſſemble a ſort of 
council at Liſſa, which has ſeparated it- 
ſelf from the republic, and declared it- 
ſelf independent of the ſtate. As ſoon as 
it was aſſembled, the Pruſſian general 
Leſſow commanded the provinces of Great 
Poland, under pain of military execution, 
to ſend deputies to this council, where he 
had propoſals. to make them from his 
maſter. As if, when a general national. 
council is demanded, it were permitted to 
treat with a part of the nation, illegally 
* 
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aſſembled, forced to aſſemble by * act 
of artifice and violence! 

But let us ſuppoſe the authority of the 
3 legiſlative power to be veſted in 


the mutilated remains, which are to meet 


at Warſaw.——Can they hope to enjoy 
freedom of debate, whilſt the Auſtri-» 
ans and Pruflians are hovering round the 


gates of the city? whilſt it is even occu- 


pied by Ruſſian troops? Is another am- 
baſſador to burſt with an armed force into 
every houſe; drag the biſhops and ſena- 
tors from the arms of their families and 
friends; hurry them to cold and inhoſpi- 
table climes; invade the ſanctuary of the 
laws ; transfer the ſenate to his own 
houſe; and, with unfeeling haughtineſs, 
tell the aſtoniſhed members, that inſtead 
of complaining that ſo much is taken 
from them, they ſhould be.thankful that 
any thing is left them ? Is another am- 


baſſador to dictate to the chiefs of the na- 


tion, the orders of a foreign tyrant; tell 
them, the leaſt backwardneſs to comply 
with theſe orders, d them from 


1 | the 
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the rank of reaſonable beings, and leaves- 
them unworthy of being applied to by 


argument; that the leaſt difference in o- 


pinion with him, renders them unfit for 
ſociety? This, fir, has been literally the 
language, theſe the proceedings of two 
Ruſſian miniſters at Warſaw. 

If at this moment the three powers 
meant really to re-eſtabliſh the ancient 


conſtitution, why continue this threaten» 


ing language, theſe acts of outrage and 
violence? The nation would be ready 
enough to co-operate with them. But 
it is plain, fir, they do not talk of the 
real conſtitution, but of what * have 
determined to call ſo. ; 

Now we have a right, I think, to con- 
fider that as their determination, which 
they have themſclves lately and formally 
given as ſuch. In the year 1767 the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia ſeized the whole legiſlative. 
power of Poland : a code of laws was 
imperiouſly dictated, by her own impe- 
rious miniſter. If, therefore, we examine 
the outlines of this code, we ſhall come 
at the idea, which the three courts have 


formed 


1 


* 
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formed of the ancient conſtitution of Po- 
land: for you have the empreſs of Ruſ- 
fia's own word, that the courts of Vien- 
na and Berlin approved, and concurred i in 
her meaſures. FA 
''T ſhall confine myſelf ay to the ca- 
pital parts of this code; the whole is 
ſuch an indigeſted, incoherent compoſi- 
tion, that no patience can' go through it, 
The young law-giver did not come pre- 
pared to the great work of legiſlation; 
with that deep penetration, that acuts 
diſcernment, that comprehenſive view; 
which characteriſed a Solon, a Lycurgus, 
a Numa, or the man bred up in all the 
learning of the Egyptians. In à code 
deſtined to ſettle the political rights of a 
nation, you 'ſee examined and decided 
private diſputes about' property, cogniſ- 
able by the common and inferior courts of 
juſtice. - The miniſter was determined 


his work ſhoulg carry its own condemna- 


tion with if, The aſſembling of the com- 
mittee at his own houſe was a proof of 
violence : partial deciſions, about private 
. C 2 diſ- 
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diſputes in favour of his n 

proofs of undue influence. 1" 
A part of this code contains what are 

called Cardinal Laws ; and theſe are de- 


clared' perpetual, for ever unchangeable, 
not to be: abrogated, or altered, even by 


the unanimous conſent of Frory men 
in the nation. © 
This alone, fir, is a badge of ame, 
and degrades the republic from the rank 
of a ſtate. There is not, cannot be a 
ſtate without a full and uncontrolled 
power of legiſlation. The fundamental 
laws of other nations are compacts be- 
tween the governor and governed: ſhould 
they both agree to alter, or modify, or 
entirely annul and abrogate them, they 
are ſurely maſters. Were a king of Eng- 
land to break in upon the privileges of 
the Great Charter, or the Bill of Rights, 


the ſubject might petition, remonſtrate ; 


nay, where theſe mild ang reſpectful mea- 
ſures haye not ſucceeded, they haye gone 


farther; they have aſſerted their privi- 
leges by force of arms. But ſhould the 
whole nation, to a man, conſent to alter, 
diminiſh, 
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init or even relinquiſh them, would 
the kings of France or Spain have a right 
to oppoſe it? I repeat it, fir, indepen- 
dence: in the exerciſe of the legiſlative 
power is the firſt, great, unalienable 
prerogative of every ſtate. What then 
would you ſay to a foreign power, who, 
5 beholding with complacency the ancient 
form of government in England, ſhould 
endeavour to force you to re-eſtabliſh it, 
ſuech as it was under the houſes of Lanca- 
ſter, York, Tudor, or Stuart? — Vet the 
empreſs of Ruſſia, under pretcnce of re- 
eſtabliſhing the ancient conſtitution of 
Poland, endeavoured to perpetuate abuſes 
infinitely worſe and more fatal than ever 
obtained at any, the moſt tumultuous pe- 
riod of the Engliſh government. 
The fifth ſection of theſe Cardinal 
Laws declares, The kings ſhall for 
ever be elected by a full and abſolute 
„ unanimity of all the ſuffrages; and the 
4 crown ſhall never, on any account, be 
“ rendered hereditary.” 
The objection of the gusto e to 
ade is unanſwerable. | 
bi tn Rn. Wh i ce Though 
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Though by our laws, fay they, the 
& eleQion of our kings ſhould be una- 
* nimous; yet we had it in our power to 
« change,. or modify theſe laws. In the 
place of unanimity, we could ſubſti- 
<6 tute the plurality, or any certain pro- 
% portion of votes; or inſtead of the una- 
<* nimity. of every citizen, taken man by 
% man, we could ſubſtitute the unani- 
* moys conſent of the counties, or diſ- 
« tricts, taking the plurality of voices in 

e each county or diſtrict for the voice of 
the whole. The laws forbid the king 
© to name a ſucceſſor: or eſtabliſn an or- 
« der of ſueceſſion to the throne; but theſe 
« laws did not bind the people: they 
* might exerciſe the right of election; or 
te they might ſuſpend it «in favour of any 
family; or they might entirely relinquiſh 
« it. The Stadtholders of Holland were 
« formerly elective; they are now heredi- 
« tary : the ſtates have found means of 
4 conciliating the liberties of the nation 
« with the hereditary rights of a ſtadt- 
« holder. Had any other power attempted 
to reſtrain them from this change, 
« would 
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* would they not have reſented'i it, * an 
attack on their eg meo-art N of 
<2ſovereighty ?” 
Theſe are the very words of the con- 
federates in their Manifeſto: nor can 
the neighbouring powers make any re- 
ply to them, unleſs they acknowledge 
the plain matter of fact, that they with | 
to eſtabliſh and guaranty this abſurd form 
of election, merely to perpetuate the 
troubles, which, according to their own 
words, almoſt every vacancy of the _ 
throne has excited ;—to preſerve an odi- 1 
ous influence, and leave the door ever 
open ' to new acts of violence and op- 
preſſion. 15 
The throne of Poland was not an- 
ciently elective; it was for many cen- 
tuties hereditary. But had it been elec- 
tive from the beginning, is there any 
thing ſo facred in antiquity, that a na- 
tion muſt, for the ſake of it, be precluded 
all improvement, and ſubmit to the moſt 
fatal inconveniencies? * 8 
The ninth” ſection declares, * the 
4 union of Lithuania, and all the other 
* pro⸗ 
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4 provinces and diſtricts with Poland, for 


« ever indiſſoluble; that no change ſhall 


« be made in it; nor any part thereof 
« ever diſmembered.“ — Will the three 
courts adhere to this part of their code ? 


or how can they reconcile their preſent 


proceedings with it? The ſame powers 
who declare in. 1767, that, the nation 
cannot, ſhall not ſuffer any part of the 
kingdom to be diſmembered, declare in 
the year 1772, that it muſt and ſhall con- 
ſcent to diſmember the beſt, moſt fertile, 
and important provinces. = 
The ſeventeenth ſection gene me 
« liberum veto ſhall be maintained in 
* full force and vigour, in every thing 
« which relates to matters of State, which 


s are always to be decided by the unani- 


« mity of all the ſuffrages: and every 
« nuntio ſhall for ever enjoy the right of 
ce annulling the activity of the diet by 
© his ſimple veto; whether pronounced 
« yerbally, or expreſſed in writing.” 

I have already told you, fir, that the 
exerciſe of the liberum veto is by no 


means a part of the ancient conſtitution 


of 
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bf Poland; and that the firſt attempt to 
exert it was regarded with horror. It 
was, I think, at the diet holden at 
Grodno in the year 1718, that it firſt ob- 
tained the ſanction of a law; even then 
however its extent was not fixed: be- 
ſides, time was given for reflection; to 
make it valid it muſt be entered in a court 
of record. But now, to uſe once more 
the words of the Confederates, . a hand 
© too much intereſted in preſerving this 
&« fatal privilege, has extended it beyond 
« its former bounds; and what is more 
i alarming; declares it immutable. 80 
« that, ſhould the republic chuſe to abro- 
« oate, or only limit and confine it to the 
tc one particular object under debate, in- 
bt ſtead of extending it to the whole pro- 
te ceedings of the diet; to oblige the pro- 

« teſting nuntio to aſſign the reaſons of 
<«« his proteſt, and allow the one to be va- 
te lid or not, as the others appear to be 
ts well, or ill founded; this power is 
i« taken from her for ever; the fatal veto 
t pronounced by an ill-diſpoſed or cor- 
% rupted, even by a haſty or unthinking 
D 5 nuntio, 


%. 
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* nuntio, overturns the moſt ſalutary pro- 
6 jets without a poſſibiſity of ever find» 
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* ing a remedy.” 


Theſe, fir, are the capital clauſes of that 
part of the code, which contains the car- 
dinal laws. And it is pronounced at the 
end, as at the beginning, that whoever 
ſhall attempt to abrogate them, or any of 
them, ſhall be proceeded againſt, as an 
enemy of his country. In remarking on 
theſe clauſes, I have expreſsly made uſe of 
the very words of the Confederates. Bi- 
goted as they are to their ancient cuſtoms 


and abuſes, even they could ſee, that 


Ruſſia meant only to confirm the nation 
in a ſtate of abject ſervility. 
The next branch of this code contains 


| what are called matters of ſtate, and com- 


prehend almoſt every thing that falls with- 
in the ſphere of the ſovercign-power ; all 
which are to be decided by a full and ab- 
ſolute unanimity. 

This is the more aſtoniſhing, as in am 
anſwer of count Panin to a memorial of 
the Poliſh reſident, he attributes all the 
misfortunes of the republic to the abuſes 

| of 
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of its government, and thoſe abufes to 

this very unanimity. Hear his own 
words, fir; „Dans les tumultes des fac 
« tions, Feſprit le plus ſage: plis ſouvent 
* ſous l'efprit du plus altier: le grand 
* nombre, celui de la juſtice, de la fas 
& geſſe, et de la raiſon, eſt ſouvent inu= 
« tile 1a, ot l' unanimité eſt toujours ne- 


« cefſaire,” - This paper was given the 


27th of November, 1767; and the law 
of unanimity was extended, confirmed, 
and rendered immutable in the mant ho 
1 1768, ; 

- Without this unanimity — to 
me firſt ſection of the ſecond branch of 


this code) The taxes cannot be heigh- | 


re tened; nor their nature changed; nor 


* the rates once eſtabliſned in " Wy wiſe 


_ EF altered.” 


* Conſidering the facility (as the Cont 


« federates juſtly obſerve) with which our 


* neighbours can prevent this unanimity, | 


* the republic is, by this Article, for ever 
& deprived' of chuſing the mode of 'col- 
* lecting its taxes; yet what is right and 
6c ä at one time, a change of circum- 
. D 2 5 ſtances 
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ſtances may, at another, render hurt- 
* ful: and how abſurd is it to fix for every 
Fe what in its nature is ſo changeable3 
% The value of lands may increaſe, or; 
te which is the ſame, the value of money 
* may decreaſe; and yet our rates are to 
* remain for ever the ſame !” 

By the ſecond ſection, the troops ac- 
F*tually in being cannot be augmented 
* or reinforced, but by the fame unani- 
te mous conſent.” | 

This article, fir, is ſo far een con- 
firming an ancient law, that it annuls 
and abrogates a law actually in full 
force and vigour, The Palatins, eſpe- 
cially thoſe on the frontiers, were not 
only permitted, but even obliged, in 
times of actual, or imminent invaſions, 
to raiſe certain bodies of troops: they 
held their dignities and lands on this very 
tenure. By the article here cited this 
duty is diſpenſed with ; this right- an- 
nulled, and no other means of defence is 
to ſupply its place. The article needs 
no comment; the ſeizures fince made in 
Poland are its beſt explanation. 


By 
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By the following clauſes no war can 
“ be declared; no treaty of friendſhip 
ff or commerce; no alliance, offenſive or 


e defenfive, can be entered into without 
this ſame unanimity. In a word, every 


t“ thing, even that laſt feeble reſource, 
* which the ſtate had reſerved, of aſ- 


* ſembling the arrier-ban in caſes of ex- 


** treme danger, is ſubmitted to it.“! 
What did Rome do worſe to Car- 
thage when ſhe had determined on her 
deſtruction ? What did ſhe worſe to Ju- 
gurtha, when ſhe had reſo]ved to ſtrip him 
of his kingdom? She made him give up 
his horſes, elephants, treaſures, and 
arms ;—and then demanded his perſon. 
And is this re-eſtabliſhing the ancient 
conſtitution? Is this ſtate of helpleſs 
dependence to be the recompence of ſo 
many inſults offered; ſo many citizens 


maſſacred? This the price of ſo much 
wealth carried off; ſo many provinces 


uſurped ?. 


Yet, that this is what 5 ee 


courts underſtand by reſtoring the an- 


cient form of government, is. clear from 
what 
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what one of them has already done, 
For it was not a haſty and precipitate,” 
but a very deliberate act: every ſtep was 
taken to give it a reſpectable ſanction; 
not only the courts of Vienna and Ber- 
lin are declared to have approved and 
concurred in it, but in the act itſelf thoſe | 
of Stockholm and Copenhagen are named | 
as parties. Nay, as if proud of the recs 
titude of her conduct, in the fame act the 
empreſs declares even the king of Great 
Britain a party; proſtitutes a name for ever 
ſacred to liberty, for the vile puxpoſe of en- b 
ſlaving a free and independent people: 
#1 We, ſays the preamble, Catherine em- 
| c preſs of Ruſſia, and our allies the kings 
„of Great Britain, Denmark, Sweden, 

« Pruſſia, &c.“ - No wonder, fir, that 

when the Ruſſian miniſter reſiding at 

your court, had read the remarks of 

the Confederates on this ſtrange code, 
[i he burnt the book: it was not: ſo much 
1 through indignation at the licence with 
Il which the empreſs's name is treated, as 
Il through fear of the book's falling _ 
I the hands of the * mĩniſtry. He 


did 
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did not wiſh them to know their ſove- 
reign's name had been uſed to give a 
ſanction to ſuch purpoſes. They indeed 
do not, like the miniſters of Peterſburgh, 
make fo florid a diſplay of the philan- 
thropy of their maſter; they know it to 
be unqueſtionable: they do not parade 
ſo much about his love of juſtice, and 
his ſenſe of honour; they know it to 
be above ſuſpicion. The Ruffian knew 
it, I ſuppoſe, too; he was afraid of a- 
wakening a ſenſibility, which might cre- 
ate an enemy, where his court had hi- 
therto found a protector. He knew too, 
that this was not the only oecaſion, on 
which the empreſs had made an- unau- 
thoriſed uſe of the name of the king of 
Great Britain. In my next letter 1 * 
have a ſtronger inſtance to cite. 

To render this code ſtil more immut- 
able, Ruſha guaranties all, and every 
article; and aſſumes the power of pro- 
ceeding againſt every one who ſhall, at 
any time, do any thing contrary to the 
tenor of it, as enemies to their country, 

and the — of Rufſia. The deſigns 
5 then 
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| 1 of Ruſſia and her allies are too ap- 


parent; the ſame code is to be con- 
firmed; the ancient conſtitution of Po- 


land is no more to be heard of. Were it 


otherwiſe, would they not have began 
by declaring this code, and her guaranty 


null and void: without this what 1 is the 


Poliſh nation to do? every attempt to 


make any change in it is a declaration of 
war againſt r 


There are few poſlible caſes; where the 
guaranty of a foreign power can be ad- 
mitted in matters that concern the inter- 
nal government of a ſtate ; and in theſe 


it was never ſuppoſed to go farther, than 


protecting that government againſt acts of 
external violence. Thus the ſucceſſion 
to the throne of Great Britain in the 
houſe of Hanover is guarantied by almoſt 
all the great powers of Europe : the 


_ reaſon was, a pretender to the throne 


was ſupported by a neighbouting power z 


| other and nearer branches of the royal fa- 
mily exiſted ; they might pretend here- 


ditary rights. This guaranty was meant 
as a bar to their claims; and a ſecurity, 
2 that 
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that no foreign power ſhould diſturb the 
order of ſucceſſion eſtabliſhed by the free 
and voluntary act of the nation; but It 
was never underſtood as an act of com- 
pulſion or reſtraint on the nation itſelf, 
It was reſerved to the courts of Peterſ- 
burgh and Berlin to aſſume the power 
of dictating to two free and independent 
people the form of government they 
ſhould obſerve. Vou have ſeen the ef- 
fects in Poland; in Sweden the people 
have been reduced to the neceſſity of 
truſting an almoſt unlimited authority 
in the hands of their own king, to pre- 
vent the. ſame authority being exerted 

over them, with greater ſeverity, py. £ two 
foreign powers. 

When the three courts DPW 
that almoſt every vacancy of the throne 
is productive of troubles, in which the 
neighbours are involved as well as the 
Poles, a plain man would, expe&, that 
they, as co-ſufferers, ſhould exhort the 
nation to relinquiſh a right, which has 
proved ſo fatal to them; and eſtabliſh 
a regular ſueceſſion under Proper limita- 

E | tions. 
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tions: when they acknowledge that the 
great difficulty of obtaining that unani- 
mity, required under the preſent con- 
ſtitution, makes it equally difficult to 
ſettle amicably any difference between 
Poland and her neighbours; one would 
expect, that they again, as co-ſufferers, 


ſhould exhort the nation to aboliſh an in- 


ſtitution, which deprives the legiſlative 
power of all activity, and robs the ex- 


cecutive power of its proper and natural 


functions, ſuch as the command of the 


army, and the power of treating with 
foreign ſtates, &c.—When they could no 
longer diſguiſe to themſelves, or the reſt 


of Europe, that the preſent diſtracted 
ſtate of Poland is the effect of their op- 


preſſions, the preſence of their troops, 


and their unnatural guaranty of a code, 
falſly called the real conſtitution, one 
would expect them to forbear theſe op- 
preſſions, recall their troops, and pub- 
licly and authentically deſiſt from their 
guaranty: then indeed we might ſuppoſe 
them fincere in their wiſhes of reſtoring 
_—_ tranquillity, - and good order to 
| Poland : 


U.. 
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Poland: then too their claims might-be 
fairly and diſpaſſionately examined. 
Upon what foundation the claims of 
Auſtria and Ruſſia ſtand, ſir, I profeſs I 
know not. Thoſe of Pruffia I ſhall ex- 
mine hereafter. I have heard the court 
of Auſtria has publiſhed a deduction of 
her rights; but not having been able to 
procure it, I can ſay nothing to it. 
It will not be difficult in Germany 
to find out ſome learned antiquarian, 
who, covered with the duſt of books and 
records, long ſince forgotten, can drag 
from oblivion ſome ancient title, re- 
' nounced and cancelled by an hundred ſub- 
ſequent acts; it will not be difficult to 
find a mercenary gazetteer, who will an- 
nounce this diſcovery to the world as a 
monument precious to every lover of 
hiſtory.—But what have the rights of 
ſtates to do with theſe ? “ If, fays the, 
« court of * Warſaw, titles dug out of 
« the obſcurity of ancient times, of thoſe 
te times of ſudden and momentary revo- 


4 


E 2 lutions, 
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« lations, which erected and deſtroyed, 
tt ceded and reſtored kingdoms in the 
tc ſhort ſpace of a few years, or even 
„ months: if theſe titles be admitted 
* apainſt uninterrupted poſſeſſion of many 
ages, the ſecurity of every ſtate is un- 
«+ dermined; every throne muſt ſhake 
« from its foundation.” 

Hitherto, fir, the claims of Auſtria 


and . Ruſſia are ſupported by no better ti- 
tle. than their reciprocal communication 


and mutual approbation. All I can do, 
therefore, is to ſee how far theſe claims 
extend; and whether any late treaties be- 
tween the reſpective courts ſeem to al- 
low, or ſuppoſe them, or any thing equi- 
valent to them. 

Annexed “ you have the ſpecifications 
of what. they at firſt pretended to, and 
what has ſince been taken. You will 
naturally have recourſe to a map; and 
fo gain a better idea. of its extent and 
importance than from any thing I can 
9905 I muſt own, that I do not tho- 


= Appendix A and b. 
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roughly underſtand whether the pee 
queen lays claim to that particular tract 
of land, or whether ſhe regards it only 
as a portion equivalent to ſuch tracts as 
do of right belong to her.—Her words 
are Nos illum tractum terre tanquam 
* portionem juribus noſtris reſpondentem 
% occupari juſſimus.“ I ſuppoſe: the par- 
ticular titles were not yet made out; in 
the mean time that general one of con- 


venience and profit was ſufficient to juſ- 


tify the ſeizure. So much the rather, 


as the empreſs muſt be naturally impa- 


tient to ſecure her earthly poſſeſſions, 
having already almoſt anticipated her 
rights in heaven. In the mauſoleum at 


Vienna I ſaw the preſent empreſs already 
laid in cold marble by her huſband's ſide; 


I read her epitaph : nothing is wanting 
but the day of her tranſlation to the hea- 
venly choir. And a lady, whom ſhe ho- 
noured with the order of Thereſa, whilſt | 
I was there, was received in a cabinet 

hung in fables; and rendered ſtill more 
awful by crucifixes, and death's heads, 
together with the picture of the late em- 
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peror taken after his death, and that of 
the empreſs, ſuch as it is ſuppoſed ſhe will 
be, when death ſhall have robbed of all 
its graces, what has been the fineſt perſon 
in Europe.—You ſee, fir, that even ſcrip- 
ture itſelf is fallible; it is poſſible at once 
to ſerve God and Mammon; to be very 
heavenly- minded, and rob our neighbours 


at the ſame time; for ſurely the ſeizures 


made in Poland are robberies. | 
The laſt treaty, fir, in which I find 

any mention of claims from the ſtates of 

Hungary and Bohemia on Poland, was 


made on the 15th of March, 1412, be- 


tween Sigiſmund, emperor of the Romans 


and king of Hungary, on the one part 


and Ladiſlaus Jagiello king of Poland, 
and his brother Alexander, otherwiſe 


called Withawdus, duke of Lithuania, on 
the other. In this treaty it is ſaid, that 


certain diſputes having ariſen between 
Sigiſmund and Ladiſlaus touching the 
provinces of Ruſſia, Podolia, and Molda- 
via, it is agreed, that peace and amity 
ſhall be maintained between the two 
princes during their natural lives, and for 

OT five 


5 p 5 
PRESENT STATE OF POLAND. 31 


five years after the death of him, who 
ſhall firſt demiſe ; that, in the mean time, 
Ladiſlaus ſhall remain in full and peace 
able poſſeſſion of Ruſſia and Podolia ; and 
that certain plans, or letters of the barons 
and the reſpective ſtates, there referred 
to, but not cited, ſhall be examined; and 
the reſpective claims amicably ſettled be- 
fore the expiration of the aforeſaid term. 
On the 8th of November, in the ſame 
year of 1412, another treaty was made 
between the two princes, by which the 
province of Zipſh, with all its towns, 
lands, caſtles, and appurtenances, was 
put into the hands of Ladiſlaus, as a ſe- 
curity for the payment of a certain ſum 
of money; which ſum never having been 
paid; the kings of Poland remained in 
poſſeſſion of the ſaid province, till the 
preſent year, when the empreſs invented 
a new way of paying debts. Now, fir, 
if the rights of Sigiſmund to the pro- 
vinces of Ruſha and Podolia were juſtly 
founded, it ſeems very extraordinary, 
that he ſhould not rather have ceded. 
theſe rights, as an indemnification for the 
ſums 
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ſums due to Ladiſlaus, than have put 
one of his own indiſputed provinces into 
the hands of Poland: yet no ſuch pro- 
poſition was made, nor in this ſecond 
treaty is any notice taken of claims on 


Poland. 


From that time to the year 1589, he 
emperors, in their quality of heads of the 
empire, formed different pretenſions on 
Poland ; all which were ſolemnly re- 
nounced by a treaty in the year 15893 
and, in conſequence of that renunci- 
ation, Maximilian, ſon of Rodolph II. 
who had been taken priſoner by the Poles, 
obtained his liberty. _ 

From this laſt period to the e 
times, we meet with ſeveral treaties be- 
tween the emperors, kings of Hungary 
and Bohemia, on the one part; and the 
kings of Poland on the other; in no one 
of which, as far as I remember, is men- 
tion made of theſe claims on Poland; 
unleſs it be, of which J am not certain, 
in one of the temporary treaties made 
during the war with Sweden, terminated 
by the peace of Oliva. Should ſuch men- 

9 tion 
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aun be found there, the houſe of Au- 
ſtria cannot avail itſelf of it; for you 
will ſee preſently, that all claims in eon- 
ſequence of theſe treaties have been for- 
mally renounced.” Treaties of mutual de- 
fence and ſuccour were ſigned in the 
years 1614, 1627. In the year 1647, the 
duchies of Ratibor and Oppelen were 
mortgagedby the emperor Ferdinand III. 
to Ladiſlaus IV. king of Poland, for 
one million one hundred thouſand florins. 
The mortgage of Zipſ was confirmed, 
I think, by the ſame emperor, who re- 
ceived a ſecond ſum of money upon it; 
and added this clauſe to the original obli- 
gation, that in caſe of non-redemption at 
a ſtipulated time, the original debt ſhould 
be doubled every year, or the province 
remain for ever in poſſeſſion of Poland: 
Another treaty of alliance, offenſive and 
defenſive, was ſigned in the year 1657. 
In the year 1660, was coneluded the 
the peace of Oliva; where, if ever, the 
emperor ſhould have produced his claims; 
ſince this was a general treaty, meant to 
re-eſtabliſh the peace of the North, and 
: ſettle 
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ſettle for ever the claims of all Wo con- 
tracting parties. | 

In the year 1677 another treaty was 
concluded between the emperor Leopold; 
and John Sobieſki king of Poland ; where, 
inſtead of any claim on the republic, we 
find the following ſtrong clauſe :—* Pre- 
e terea nullus noſtrim ad Atesswe regna, 
« principatus, vel dominia aſpirare, vel 
* anhilare debet.” 6: 

In the year 1683, a ſecond treaty of 
alliance offenſive and defenſive was en- 
tered into by the ſame princes ; one ar- 
ticle of which is: 

ö t Ttidem ſua majeſtas Cæſarea PET 
j « fiones extractata, tempore belli Sue- 
14 f c cici, occaſione ſubfidiorum, facto re- 
m ' « ſultantes annihilat: de hiſque 8. R. 
« majeſtatem, & rempublicam totaliter 
« quietat; diploma ex ſenatiis confilio 


| l 196 A e de electione nullum decla- 
i c rat,” — (by which the Poles had en- 
i i: gaged to elect a prince of the houſe of 


Auſtria:—) © eidem renuntiat, regno- 
—_ % que Poloniz ejuſque liberis ſuffragiis 
\| = « reſtituit : et hypothecam, fi quæ eſt, 
inſcrip- 
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<< inſ{criptiones & prætenſiones ad ſalis fo- 
“ dinas Viclicenſes integrè remittit, in 
e perpetuum & annihilat.” Theſe very 
ſalt mines are a part of the late ſeizure in 
Poland. —The treaty adds—* Ab utrin- 
« que ſublatis in perpetuum prætenſioni- 
* bus, omnes præſens conjunctis exclu- 
% dat ſcrupulos, & confidentiæ obices.“ 
In caſe of the Turks beſieging Vienna, 
or Cracow, then the impetial and royal 
armies were to join, in order to raiſe the 
ſiege: otherwiſe, each ſtate to defend its 
own frontiers; that is to ſay, the em- 
peror, Hungary; and the king, Podolia 
and Kaminiec.—It appears then, that the 
claims of the emperor on Feel were 
relin quid. 
A remarkable clauſe in this treaty | is, 
that neither party ſhall obtain or accept 
a diſpenſation from the pope for break- 
ing their oath.—ln theſe days princes are 
not ſuperſtitious enough to allow this diſ- 
penſing power of the pope : it may be- 
come a queſtion, however, whether ſo- 
ciety are gainers, now it ſeems every 
prince can be a pope to himſelf, | 
F 2 : Gra- 
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Gratitude has rarely been the virtue of 


princes; moſt rarely of princes of «the 


houſe of Auſtria, If it were, that houſe 
would be particularly delicate in fulfill- 
ing in the ampleſt manner, not only the 
letter, but the ſpirit of this laſt treaty. 


To this treaty they owe their exiſtence ; 
to this treaty was it owing, that while 


the proud and cowardly Leopold fled 
with his trembling family to Lintz, So- 
bieſki flew to their aſſiſtance, engaged 


the Turks, forced their camp, drove 


them to flight, and reſtored his capital- 
to the ſucceſſor of the Cæſars; who, re- 
covering his pride with his fortunes, ſpent- 
two whole days in conſidering how he- 
ſhould meet his gallant deliverer, with- 
out defcending from his dignity ; and, at 
laſt, fixed the grateful and hoſpitable i! ins. 
terview in the open fields, | | 
From this deduction, fir, .it appears, 
that the ſtates of Hungary and Bohemia 
have formed no pretenſions on Poland 
ſince the year 1412; that in none of the 
treaties made ſince, on ſo many different 
occaſions, theſe pretenſions are repeated; 


that 
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that one treaty contains a formal and g ge- 
neral renunciation of all pretenfions what- 
ever. Poland then has to plead an unin- 
tetrupted and undiſputed poſſeſſion of 
near four hundred years. What better 
title other ftates can produce, I profeſs I 
know not. If to this you add the letter 
written by the reigning empreſs, to the 


reigning king of Poland, in the month 5 


of January, 1771, mentioned in my laſt, 
and referred to in the annexed' anſwer®, 
you will know what to think of the juſ- 
tice of her imperial majeſty's claims and 
pretenſions. And as neither you, nor I, 
fir, are to ſhare in the ſpoils, it is proba- 
ble our verdi&t would be different from 
that of the intercommunicating and co- 
approving parties. 

In refuting the claims of the empreſs 
of Ruſſia, it would not perhaps be neceſ- 
ſary to cite any other act than the decla- 
rations made by her preſent majeſty; the 
rather, as I am told, ſhe founds her 
claims on the expences incurred in the 


* See Appendix, D. 
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5 ꝑteſent war. And this would be 3 


I conſonant to the general ſpirit of her 


proceedings, ſince her unexpected n 


ſion to the throne of Ruſſia. = OY 

However, fir, let us go back as far a as 
the firſt. of January, 1667 *. A truce 
was then concluded between Jean Caſi- 
mir, king of Poland, and the czar Alexis 
Michaclowitz ; the bounds between Ruſ- 
ſia and Poland fixed; the very portion 
now occupied by the empreſs aſſigned to 
Poland; the town and citadel of Kiovia 
promiſed to be reſtored to Poland within 


two years; and a time fixed for changing 


this truce into a perpetual peace. Three 
years afterwards a congreſs was held for 


this purpoſe; but difficulties ariſing, this 


ſalutary work was not effected: the mi- 
niſters contented themſelves with con- 
firming the articles of the truce. In the 
year 1672, it was again renewed and con- 
firmed. In the year 1678, it was again 
renewed and prolonged. The czar gave 
up a part of his former acquiſitions, and 
reſtored to Poland the diſtricts of Seibiz, 


See Appendix, C. 


Trevel, 
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Trevel, and Trielicz; and engaged be- 
fides to pay to the e one nen 
of Poliſh florins. e Fata 
In the year 1686, 4 treaty olga 
tual peace was concluded; in which the 
ſame limits are fixed, the reſtitution only 
of the town and citadel of Kiovia except - 
ed: commiſfaries were to be named to 
fix the Emits on that ſide; and Ruffia 
to pay one million five hundre 1 
florins to Poland. | 
The Poles inſiſted on a Fatther bb 
penſation for the town and citadel of 
Kiovia; and the fifth article of the treaty 
concluded at Narva, in the year 1704, 
ſtipulated, that the -czar- ſhould cede to 
Poland all that part of Eivonia, which 
he ſhould conquer from Sweden, belong- 
ing of right to Poland. Re wüde! never 

fulfilled. $46 | 
It is therefore cas be. ak the & em- 
i” of Ruſſia has no foundation for her 
claims in ancient treaties. Thofe T have 
«cited annul and make void any preceding 
claims, if any ſuch there were. She her- 
faf underſtood it fo, when, 40 7 have al- 
\ | 7 | ready 
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ready obſerved in my firſt letter, ſhe ſo 
ſolemnly guarantied - to' Poland all its 
territories : . Quz vel jure udn 
« vel actu poſſidentur.“ 
Should her majeſty, as it is now pre- 
tended, lay any claim of indemnification 
for the expences incurred in the preſent 
war, the anſwer is plain; Who defired 
her to make it ? Becauſe ſhe has thrown 
a kingdom into confuſion, mult that very 
kingdom indemnify her? Could this 
queſtion be anſwered in the affirmative, 
which ſurely it cannot, —ſhe has for- 
mally, ſolemnly, and repeatedly renounced 
this reſource as unworthy of her honour, 
diſintereſtneſs, and magnanimity.— 
In the declaration publiſhed in her name, 
and by her order, on the 26th of March, 
1767, the Ruſſian ambaſſador expreſſes 
himſelf in the following ſtrong terms: 
7 Envy would exert itſelf in vain in 
* attributing to the empreſs any private 
« view contrary to the independence and 
« intereſts of the republic. Her majeſty 
te believes herſelf far above all fuſpicion ; 
“ and it is only from an exceſs of at- 
« tention, 
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A « tention, and in condeſcenſion to the 
| « Sas of a republican government 
48 —delicacy,. which ſhe will always be 
* found to reſpect, that ſhe declares, 
5 « ſhe forms no pretenſions on the repub- 
« lic; that far from ſeeking her own 
*. aggrandiſement in the troubles which 
« agitate Poland, her only view is. to 
e ſtop, them, at the very moment they 
c ſeem ready to burſt, forth with re- 
„doubled violence. If notwithſtanding 
« her care, and the inyitation ſhe makes 
to the Poliſh nation, to co-operate 
« with her in eſtabliſhing a peace at once 
e neceflary and advantageous; the ſpirit 
« of party and diſcord ſhould involve 
_— Poland 1h the horrors of Aa, civil War; 
1 if this civil war ſhould give riſe to a 
8 foreign one, by which the poſſeſſions 
© of the republic may be endangered, — 

« the empreſs guaranties to Poland all 
her poſſeſſions; and will never con- 
« ſent to a Peace with any foreign power, 
46 but upon thoſe terms: nor will ſhe 
5 ever deſiſt from her purpoſe of eſta- 
" bliſhing the government on ſuch a 
G 1 footing 
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« footing as may ſecure the great point 
„ the has in view ;—the happinefs of 
every citizen in a free and independent 
« ſtate.” - | 

From this declaration, fir, you ſee that 
the empreſs foreſaw her deſigns on Po- 
land would be revolting to the nation; 
that a civil war might be the firſt 
conſequence ;—and a foreign one the 
next. —She foreſaw then every thing 
which has happened: and with all this 
before her eyes, ſtill ſhe declares ſhe 
has no pretenſions on Poland ; and, un- 
der all theſe poſſible circumſtances, gua- 
ranties to the republic all its poſſeſſions. 
If you, fir, can invent ſtronger terms of 
renunciation to every thing ſince pre- 
tended to, you have found out a language 
hitherto unknown. 

A part of what the empreſs had fore- 
ſeen came very ſoon to paſs. The na- 
tion, when it was too late, began to 
fuſpect her deſigns. Many ſenators ſpoke 
againſt them in the ſenate with great 
warmth. The ambaſſador from Ruſſia, 
'in defiance of every law of nations, or- 


dered 


* 
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dered his traops to ſeine and carry off : 
four of them to Ruſſia; where, if alive, 
they ſtill are priſoners. _ On the next day 
he thought proper to avow the act by a 
declaration to the diet; he did not at- 
tempt to juſtify it; he ſimply announced 
it. But he concludes his declaration, by 
aſſuring the diet, in the name, and by or- 
der of the empreſs, that ſhe has no- 
* thing in; view but the good of the re- 
e public; and will continue her ſuccous 
towards obtaining this end, without 
* any, view to her own intereſt or emolu- 
ment; deſiring nothing more than the 
« ſafety, happineſs, and liberty of the 
« Poliſh nation; all whoſe poſſeſſions ſhe 
cc gusranties, as Well as its laws and go- 
«© vernment.“ | 

The fieus Pſarſki, 19 gien Po- 
land at Peterſburgh, had orders to de- 
mand the liberty and return of the ſena- 
tors, ſeiged in ſo unprecedented a manner. 
The prime miniſter of Ruſſia, more com- 
plaiſant than the ambaſſador, enters in- 
to a long detail of the reaſons, which 
had forced the empreſs to take ſo unuſual 
Ws a * 
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a ſtep; and ſtill forced her to refuſe the 
demand in favour of the priſoners. The 
clemency, generoſity, magnanimity, and 
diſintereſtedneſs of the empreſs are paint- 
ed in the ſtrongeſt and livelieſt colours; 
the whole concludes by a ſolemn declara- 
tion, that“ The more formidable are 
e the difficulties, which oppoſe the exe- 
* cution of the great plan, undertaken by 
© the empreſs and republic, the greater 
„will be her prudence, firmneſs, and 
* circumſpection in the application of her 
4 ſuccours; that, ſeconded by, and en- 1 
« tirely confiding in the hearty concur- 
« rence of the republic, ſhe hopes ſoon 
sto ſee Poland perfectly free, happy, and 
e quiet; this is the object of all her 
* wiſhes, this her only recompence, this 
«© the ſummit of her ambition; which 
is unadulterated by any view of private 
Re”: 

The other event, foreſeen by the em- 
preſs, happened about a year afterwards, 
The Porte declared war againſt her, Her 
intereſt ſtill required a certain degree of 
diſſimulation. She thought it right to 

confirm 


> = => - 
bd — » _ \ - = 
= r a + = = p = = _ 
* 4 — — . l —_— — —— 
— » —_ _ — - * * — 
— 
— 2 CIS * FR 2 a 8 1 : 
_ — — 3 — _ — A” = \ 
7 GED. En a wes & C4aRD z — — "= — . 


> — 72 2 


— 
— 
— 
— — 


— — 
— 
ea r eee * A — 


— 2222 * 
— TDI IRS wes. x SIDE. X51 By — —— w_ - & - 7 a 1 
. — bn Guy — n 2 . NR SPS tycoon cnet = * — * \ 
7 47 EY 2 r — — 
. > —— N I . 


— 
— — 
— — — 
— 


' PRESENT STATE oF POLAND. 45 


confirm a- new the ſame declarations of 
generoſity and diſintereſtedneſs. Accord- 


ingly, on the 14th of May, 1769, Gal- 


litzin, commander in chief of her forces, 
publiſhed a manifeſto, artfully drawn up, 


in terms calculated to wide the breach 


between the two parties of the nation; 
an inconſiderate and haſty propoſition, 


made without authority, by two of the 


principal Confederates, to cede a part of 
Poland to the Turk, is repeatedly men- 
tioned as the act of the whole confedera- 


tion. The diſintereſted pains of her 
carian majeſty to eſtabliſh order and good 


government are diſplayed in all the pomp 
of declamation. It is declared, The 
% Ruſſian army is about to fight, not ſo 
* much for the intereſt and glory of her 
« imperial majeſty, as for the liberties 
© and poſſeſſions of Poland; the inte- 
„ ority of which is the perpetual object 
4 of her majeſty's attention. 
Read theſe declarations, ſir, with at- 
tention, weigh the force of the terms, 
conſider the circumſtances under which 
they were publiſhed ; and then tell me 
= = with 
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with what face the empreſs of Ruſſia can 
now lay any claim to the poliefions of 
Poland. 

In all the public acts of the miniſtry of 
Peterſburgh, every occaſion is ſeized to 
diſplay, in the moſt pompous manner, 
the equity, clemency, diſintereſtedneſs, 
generoſity, and magnanimity of the em- 
preſs. Thus in the paper, given by Pa- 
nin to Pſarſki, mentioned above, Poland 
In particular, and all Europe in general 

are appealed to, as witneſſes of her ma- 

jeſty's moderation and clemency in the 
government of her own people; Panin 
adds.“ If, therefore, in the govern- 
ec ment of her own ſtates, for which her 

& majeſty is accountable to God alone, ſhe 

«© has never deviated from thoſe princi- 

« ples of equity and moderation, how is 

« it poſſible to ſuppoſe ſhe ſhould allow 

« herſelf to diſpenſe with them, in her 

« intercourſe with a free and independent 

be nation, in whoſe affairs ſhe can inter- 

* poſe only as a friend and ally? Here 

& ſhe has for witneſſes of her conduct, 

e not only the people whom ſhe ſuccours, 

but 
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* but all the nations of the earth, whoſe _ 
eyes are fixed upon her: here ſhe can- 
< not avail herſelf of perſonal authority, 
« without forfeiting that confidence her 
6 virtues alone can inſpire.“ 

Had I, fir, the ear of the Ruſſian mi- 
niſtry, I ſhould adviſe them to be more 
ſparing of this kind of declamation for 
the future. An impartial public may be 
apt to draw concluſions not quite ſo fa- 
vourable to her imperial majeſty, when, 
notwithſtanding this parade of virtue, 
and public faith, they ſee her, without 
heſitation, and without ſoruple, break 
through every law of nations and of na- 
tural equity; they may begin to think 
that patriotiſm ſhe fo often affects, and 
which alone had ſtopped the hand of 
cenſure, lifted high at her manner of 
mounting the throne of Ruffia, to be 
as ideal and chimerical, as her preten- 
ſions to public faith. Nor will direc- 

tions, however well compiled, for draw- 
| ing up a code not yet perfected, be ſuf- 
ficient to reſcue her from that cenſure. 


Iam 
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1 am apt to think too, her. political 


knowledge will ſoon, very ſoon, be Held 
in as queſtionable a light as her buma- 
nity, generoſity, and diſintereſtneſs. The 
king of Pruſſia reigns with the fame def- 
potiſm at Peterſburgh as at Berlin. 


Hence all her efforts to make peace with 


the Porte are vain; hence her friendſhip 


with your court is every day weakened; 
hence ſhe is on the eve of war with 
Sweden, and perhaps with Denmark: 
when ſhe ſtands thus friendleſs, and alone, 
againſt a hoſt of foes, the king of Pruſ- : 
ſia may perhaps follow the example of 
the great elector; change his alliances 
as his intereſts change; connect himſelf 
with her enemies; and make himſelf 
maſter of Samogitia, Courland, Semigal- 
lia, and Livonia. The empreſs may then 
find, when it is too late, how fatal her 
miſtake has been, in giving into the ve- 


ry meaſure ſhe made the chief pretext of 


dethroning her huſband — that of joining 


with the natural enemy of her country. 


In the mean time, fir, it is ridiculous 
to ſee by what little arts he has worked 
8 | himſelf 


bimſelf into her confidence: her pie- 
ture is hung up in his audience-cham- 
ber.; he looks up to it, encircled by his 
officers; with that ſort of awe, with 
which a zealous Catholic regards his pa- 
tron-ſaint ; he talks of her as a being 
ſuperior to mortality. —And lately, fir, 
a letter, written to his ſiſter of 1 
has affectedly been made public; 

which he declares his attachment to hit 
| empreſs of Ruſſia to be ſo ſtrong, that 
he is ready to ſacrifice to it the ties of 
friendſhip, and of blood. —Theſe are the 
very artifices by which many a prudent 


wife governs, whilſt the ſcems to obey a 
lordly huſband. | 


The manner in n which the EE on 4 
announce their claims, is perfectly of a. 


piece with the reſt of this ſtate- per- 
formance. They allow the conſequences 
of their having interfered in the affairs , 
of Poland to have been, that laws,” 
4 and order, and public 11 and juſ- | 
1. alt} Bone to ruin; and therefore not be- 
61 * ing able to promiſe themſelves in fu- 
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e ture. periods the ſame happy oneur- 
„ curtrence, —0f honeſt inclinations on 
their part, and confuſion, and debility on 


mined now to aſſert their aneient 


rights and claims; Mbich they ſhall be 
ready to juſtify in time and place by 


« ſolid reaſons: that is, if on ſo grave 


a ſubject, we may be ee to . 
wth ** Milton, if 28130 wt. 911 


e ne 8 cc Reafons of eee 


Of hard contents, and full of force 
0: «© urged home.“ ah Gui“ 


And, in the mean time, that no > doubt 
may remain of the lawfulneſs and Juſtice 

$f theſe claims,—* they have reciprocally 
"the communicated them,” 5 and — what is 
truly wonderful, and almoſt incredible, 

are mutually convinced of the juſtice 
« of them.” After fo fair a diſquiſition 
of their 1 nothing ſo natural, as to 
4 take immediate and effectual poſſeſſion. 
cc of proper indemnifications.“ - -The 
Whole would have been complete, could 
they immediately have fixed each its 
| quota: 
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quota: — hut there, it ſeems, either their 
antiquarians wers at a loſs ; —or their ad-. 
vocates were undetermined ; — or they 
had not examined, with ſufficient atten- 
tion, the effect their proceedings might 
have on the reſt of Europe they chioſs 
to leave it to the chapter of chances: 
the quotas ate to be given hereafter, — 
Tell me, fir, is this the language of three 
great princes ; or is it the ſtyle of a 
Rolland, and a Cartouche, of the lawleſs 
chiefs of lawleſs banditti f Bras” 
States, it 1s true, have no earthly 
Judge to appeal to; where juſtice there- 
fore is demanded and refuſed, they muſt 
do juſtice to themſelves. But It was re- 
ſerved to theſe equitable powers to do 
juſtice to themſelves in this ſummary way, 
without having demanded it. The laws 
of all civilized nations ordain, that, pre- 
vious to any adt of violence, a demand of 
juſtice ſhall be' made, and that demand 
refuſed. Natural equity dictated this 
clauſe of the law of nations. suppoſing 
therefore their claims juſt; ill the man- 
ner of aſſerting them is unjuſt, odious, 
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contrary-to. the rights of nature and na- 
tions, and founded on epi ener 
* of all ſociety. 

The. ſecond principle, they app | 
equally indefenlible :—that there is no 
preſcription between ſovereigns; and that 
poſſeſſion, however long, gives no title 
of right. — Some of the greateſt writers 
have ſaid, that preſcription is the patron 
of mankind and ſurely with good rea- 
fon. In private life its right is allowed, 
and miverſally acknowledged: in public 
concerns it cannot be of leſs importance, 
unleſs the ſafety of ſtates be leſs impor- 
tant than that of individuals; unleſs the 
lives and properties of millions be of leſs 
concern than the fortunes of a few. But 


theſe new interpreters of the laws of na- 


tions aſſert, that inſtead of being a bar 
to future claims, preſcription 1s a juſt 
pretence for extending them: they claim 
not only what, they ſay, did once be- 
long to them of right, but ten times as 
much, as an indemnification for non- en- 
joyment during ſo many centuries. They 
had, Heaven knows when, a right to a 

2 village, 
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village, and they take a province; to a 
town, and they ſeize a kingdom. 

Another principle, eſtabliſhed by thefa 
righteous; powers is, that recent, ſolemn, 
and explicit "treaties cannot annul ob- 
ſcure, ancient, and diſputable claims. A 
principle, which, if admitted, would at 
once deſtroy all commerce between man 
and man, between nation and nation; 
and which gives an air of ridicule;: as 
well as tyranny to their preſent demands 
of the ene, of their ROY 
rights, 

Vou bart read, ar, os e of 
Ruſſia during the preſent troubles in Po- 
land; the Anti-Machiavel, attributed to 
the king of Pruſſia; the reſcript addreſſed 
to the king of Great Britain, and the me- 
morials diſtributed by the empreſs- queen 
through all the courts of Europe, when 
the king of Pruſſia firſt developed his 
future plan of conduct by the ſeizure of 
Sileſia. Would you think it poſſible, 
fir, that theſe had been written by the 
ſame hand as wrote the preſent Mani- 
FO The court of Warſaw has not 
been 
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been able to refute the claims of the 

three courts, becauſe the foundations of 

thoſe claims are not yet made known. 055 
A * counter- declaration has been pub- 


| liſhed, in which all is ſaid that can be 


{aid, till the uſurpers explain themſelves 
more fully. But unleſs other nations 
eſpouſe the cauſe, whatever may be ſaid, 
or proved, by the court of Warſaw, will 
avail but little. The three uſurping po- 
tentates are, (to uſe the words of one of 
them) * ſont des grands Dialecticiens. 
Ce ſont des Hercules, qui e g 
4a coup de maſſue.“ ö 
Though the uſurping powers are hes evi- 
dently convicted of the moſt flagrant breach 
of public faith, you would at leaſt expect 
them to be particularly careful in obſerving 
that general law of all civilized nations, to 
lighten as much as poſſible to individuals 
the burthen of public calamities.— No, 
fir, they ſeem determined not to redeem 
the good opinion of mankind by any one 
act of ee or equity. Do not in 


See . 3 5 
2 


1 
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my Kor; For this harſh aſſertion ; ; jadgd 


from facts. In every town, place, of 
country: taken in open and honourable 
War, a certain time is allowed the inha- 
bitants and land holders to diſpoſe of their 


lands and eftates, and retire where they 


ſee fit, unleſs, of their own free motion, 


they ſubmit themſelves to the new maſ- 


ter. But theſe juſt and equitable powers 
haye not left this reſource to the propri- 
etors of lands and eſtates in the ufarped 


provinces. In thoſe: uſurped by Auſtria, 


they are commanded to come and live 
upon their lands; and demean themſelves 
as dutiful ſubjects, till the day fixed for 
taking the oath of allegiance, which all 
are then to take under pain of confiſca- 
tion. The empreſs of Ruſſia, ever affect - 


ing an equity and moderation to which 
her heart is a ſtranger, allows the term 


of three months: — ſhe knew no poſſible 
advantage could acerue from this affected 
eondeſcenſion: many of the landholders 
are in foreign parts; and could not, if 
they would, return within the time pre- 
ſcribed: no purchafer could be found in 

a | = 
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* {ſo ſhort a ſpace; and under ſuch unſet- . 2} 
tled circumſtances, till their claims have _ 
been finally ſettled with the court of 
Warſaw, the right of ſovereignty 1 is un- 
certain; common juſticè required there- 
fore, that no act of allegiance ſhould be 
demanded till then: and from that time, 
not from the moment of the ſeizure, a P. 
term, not of three months, but of two 
| years, ought to have been allowed the 
poſſeſſors to diſpoſe of their effects. On 
the contrary, the empreſs of Ruſſia has 
already confiſcated more than twenty 
thouſand pounds ſterling a- year, belong- 
ing to the family of the Czartoryſkis 
alone. And what rendered this act of 
| injuſtice ſtill more remarkable, is, that | 
the two princes, who poſſeſſed theſe 
lands, are uncles to the king, of an ad- 
vanced age, enjoying the firſt poſts in 
the ſtate, and were not apprized of the 
empreſs's order for a perſonal appear- 
ance, time enough to have tranſported 
themſelves to the place fixed upon for 
taking the oath, even had they been dif 
poſed to it. The 8 queen has al- 
ready 


= 
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 teady confiſcated all ha e of the 
count Kicki for the ſame reaſon. N „ 
Let me cite you another fact, "fir, in 
tapport of my aſſertion. There are in 
Poland many fiefs, known under the 
name of Staroſties, Advocatics, &c. They 
are in the gift of the crown: the king 
ean neither retain, nor ſell them. They 


were conſidered and intended as indem 


nifcations for expences incurred, or ſer- 
vices rendered to the ſtate. Some pro- 
viſion of this ſort was the more neceſſary 
in Poland, as the officers of the ſtate 
and the houſhold have no ſalaries, nor 
fees. The Staroſts, &c: were tenants for 
life; 3 or they might, with the previous 
conſent of the king, diſpoſe, of them for 
a valuable confideration to another, who 
then became tenant for life in the place 
of the original nominee. Many of the 
aQual poſſeſſors had thus bought in at 


eight, ten, or even twelve years pur- 


chaſe. Did not equity and humanity 
N demand, fir, that either they ſhbuld be 
left in the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of eſ- 


tafes thus acquired, during their natural 
j — 5 lives, 


” 
_ 
1 
—— R 
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lives, or ſome compenſation be made 
them? No, fir, theſe humane and equit- 
able princes have thought it right and 
juſt, to ſeize upon theſe lands, and re- 
unite them to their reſpective crowns, as 
part of their ancient demeſnes. 

I ſhall not, at preſent, fir, enter into 
the particulars of the king of Pruffia's 
conduct. I deſtine my next letter entirely 

to him. His ſeizures are of immediate 
and great importance to every maritime 
and commercial ſtate. In the mean time, 
I muſt only hint to you, that the em- 
preſſes have taken him for their model: 
not content with ſeizing what they at 
firſt laid claim to, they are appropri- 
ating other very conſiderable tracts. We 
ſhould be apt to regard this, fir, as a ve- 
rification of the old proverb; Que Tap- 

© petit vient en mangeant.” —Her anti- 
quarians and hiſtorians will, on the con- 
trary, be ſurpriſed at the chain of evi- 
dence, which haſted them to diſcover 
ſuch extenſive and well- founded claims. 

That the king of Pruſſia ſhould adopt 
the ſyſtem of robbers and free-booters- 


cannot 
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cannot ſurprize us; his circumſtances 
and theirs are preciſely the ſame; he has 
no other way of acquiring conſequence; 
he has openly and ſteadily purſued it, 
from the moment the crown devolved 
to him to this hour: but that two ſuch 
powers as Auſtria and Ruſſia ſhould ſtoop 
to be his tools in ſuch a work is indeed 
amazing. The beginning of the empe- 
ror's reign ſeemed to promiſe à great 
and equitable prince; his preſent con- 
duct muſt therefore render him ten fold 
more odious. The vice of | hypocriſy, 
equally hurtful to the honour, and in- 
tereſt of a ſovereign, will for ever de- 
ſtroy the confidence of his allies, his 
neighbours, the members of the en 
and even of his own ſubjects. 

The Manifeſto of the three courts 
ſpeaks of the meaſures adopted, as equally 
neceſſary, not only to prevent the diſ- 
ſolution of Poland, but alſo to preſerve 
the mutual harmony and friendſhip be- 
tween them; and this laſt object is aſ- 
ſerted to be of the higheſt importance 
to all Europe; and in good truth ſo it 
| | 12 1 
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is, though in a different ſenſe from theirs 
what was ſaid of the triumvirs at Rome, 
is ſtrictly applicable to them: — not their 


diſſenſion, but their union is fatal to 


Europe. The ſecret treaty made about 
four years ſince, between the courts of 
Peterſburgh and Berlin, by which the 
then form of government in Sweden 
was guarantied and declared immutable 3 
pretenſions talked of on other ſtates of 
Germany; a demand, never relinquiſhed, 
of near 4 million ſterling which Pruſſia 
forms on England, and which he may, 
ere long, be bold enough to pay him- 
ſelf from the electoral dominions ww 
theſe, and many more circumſtances con- 
cur as proofs, that the deſign of theſe 
powers is to ſubmit all the reſt of Ger- 
many to their yoke; all tend to repre- 
ſent the preſent unnatural alliances as a 
league of the northern againſt the ſouth» 
ern powers of Europe. | | 

If they be permitted not only to 1 
po oſſeſſion of what they claim, but to 
extend, as they are extending their uſur- 
pations in Poland; and to tie up the 


"i | | hands 


5 


them as to Poland? 
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hands of the republic ſo as to prevent 


her ever emerging from her preſent ſtate 


of weaknefs and diſorder — what can be 


expected, but, that occaſions will ſoon be 
created, and eagerly embraced, to ſeize 
upon the reſt; and that the final loſs 
of Poland will be the fignal for the ruin 
of the whole Germanic body? What 


ſecurity have Denmark and Sweden, the 


ſtates of Germany and Holland, the can» 
tons of Switzerland and princes of Italy, 
that this alliance will not be as fatal to 
The cauſe of Poland is now become 
the cauſe of all Europe; and eſpecially 
of the ſtates of the ſecond. order: they 
ought to feel, that nothing but an im- 
mediate and firm league can ſecure them 
againſt the tyranny and ambition of three 
ſuch powers, who are evidently preparing 
yokes for them all. The commercial 
and maritime ſtates are almoſt equally 


intereſted in the fate of Poland : and in 


the probable conſequences of this ſtrange 
alliance, In a word, we may apply to 
all the ſouthern powers of Europe the 

| words 
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words of the Man 


1 


t is high time 


% 


feſto 


1 


— 


they „ ſhould lay aſide the ſpirit of diſ- 


#* cord and deluſion,” and ere it be too 


late, un 


ing a torrent, which 


ite 1n 


ſtopp 
threatens to overwhelm them all, 


”" a. 


o 
8 
* 
— 
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going LETTER. 
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, A. 8 
Specification of the Equivalent talen by the 
Empreſs Queen * Hungary and Bo- 


hemia. 


— 


Marra Trzzzea, &c. &c. &c. 


HN maturely conſidered the pre- 
ſent ſtate of Poland, and determined, 

in concert with the empreſs of Ruſſia 
and the king of Pruſſia, that we, and 
our ſaid allies, ſhall reſpectively reaſſume 
certain provinces and diſtricts of the ſaid 
Kingdom of Poland, to us of old belong- 
ing, and put ourſelves in actual and im- 
mediate poſſeſſion of the ſame: in conſe- 
quence hereof we, have commanded our 
troops to occupy, as a portion equivalent 
to our rights, all that tract of land, 
which 
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which is contained within the bounds 
Kereunder marked: that is to ſay, all that 
lies on the right fide of the Viſtula, from 
the duchy of Sileſia above Sandomir, to 
the mouth of the river San: and from 
thence going along Tarnopol (F ronopol) 
to Zamoiſc and Rubieſzow, up to the ri- 
ver Bog; and ſo croſſing the Bog, and 
going along the proper frontiers of Red 
Ruſſia, to where the frontiers of Vol- 
hynia and Podolia do meet at Zabrae ; and 
from thence in a ſtrait line to the river 
Nieſter, taking in that ſmall part of Podolia 
which is cut by the courſe of the little river 
Podhorze (Seret) to its influx into the 
Nieſter: and ſo on to the bounds which 
ſeparate Pocutia from Moldavia. 

Since therefore we are now going to 
take poſſeſſion of the above- named tract 
of land, we have named the count de 
Pergen, &c. our commiſſary, to admi- 
niſter the ſaid provinces in our name, 
and to carry into execution all ſuch rules 


and orders, as he ſhall think right and 
fit, for the good government of the 


ſame. 
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And we do hereby command all the 
inhabitants, of whatever rank and condj- 
tion, within the ſaid provinces, to ag- d 


knowledge, and obey the ſaid count de : 
Pergen as our commiſſary, Plenipoten- 
tiary, . governor; and, upon all oc- 
— — to pay a chearful and ready obe- 
dience to every thing, which ſhall be or- 


dained by the ſaid count de Pergen in 


our name. 


And,. though we we have not as yet fixed 


: the day for the ſolemnity of taking the 
oath of allegiance to us, yet we ſhall 


the mean time, all the inhabitants of the 
ſaid provinces are hereby required to de- 
mean themſelves as quiet and obedient . 
ſubjects, in the ſame manner as if the 
ſaid oath of allegiance had been taken: 
we, on our part, promiſing to all, who 
ſhall ſo demean themſelves, our imperial 


and royal favour and protection. But 


ſhould any one, which we do not allow 5 


codurſelves to ſuſpect, be di ſobedient to 


this our royal will and pleaſure, know 
ye, that we ſhall, though reluctantly. 
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5 1 ks: hs 


| yet through neceſſity, lay alſide our in- 
nate clemency, and loceed againſt” all 


* | #1 


fuch with the utmoſt ſeverity. | 
F witneſs whereof, &c. dee 6s 
Given at Vienna, Sept. 1ith, 1772 
and in the thirty-ſecond 1 year e of o our 

reign. HY 
Signed, Ke. 

N o i E. 

It appears probable that the empreſs did 


not at once fix the day for adminiſtring 


the oath of allegiance, becauſe ſhe was 
not yet determined how far ſhe ſhould 
puſh her uſurpations. I 
What is called Tarnopol here, in the 
map drawn by captain Folino is named 
Fronopdl. 
The little river Podbioive, mentioned 
here, is not to be found on any map, at 
leaſt near the place ſuppoſed ; it ſeems 
probable ſhe meant to. name the little 
river Seret. It is however of little con- 
fequence; her majeſty, not content with 
the portion at firſt occupied, having ex- 
tended her uſurpations very conſiderably ; 
| On 
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dn the one ſide ſhe has paſt the * 
and gone along 1 the Zbrycz, to within a 
few miles of Kaminiecz on the other 
ſhe has paſt the Viſtula, and taken i in the 


reſt of the palatinate of Cracow, and all 5 


the palatinate of Sandomir. | 
The Pruſſian * flie with equal 
ſwifineſs, | 


> 


„ B. 
Spec: Seation of the ——_ ia by the 
0 empreſs of Ruff. 


We ZACHARIAS, count de Czernicheff, 
c. XK. 


HER imperial majeſty, « our en | 


having determined, by way of indemnifi- 
cation and exchange for divers ancient 
rights, and juſt and indiſputable preten- 
ſions on the republic of Poland, to in- 
corporate for ever to her empire the pro- 
vinces and people hereunder named; that 
1s to ſay, all that lies on the right ſide of 
the river Dzwina, or Duna, containing 


the Poliſh Livonia, that part of the pa- 


„ latinate 
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latinate of Poloczk; fituated on the right 
of the ſaid river, as well as the palatinate 


of Witepſk, ſo that the Dzwina ſhall 


from henceforth form the natural fron- , 
tiers between the two ſtates of Ruſſia and 
Poland; which frontiers ſhall extend 


from thence to the extremity of the fron- 


tiers of the palatinates of Witepſk and 
Poloczk; and from thence to the extre- 


mity of the frontier common to the three 


palatinates of Witepſk, Poloczk, and 
Minſk; and from thenee in a ſtrait line 
to the ſource of the Druetz, near the 
village Ordva (or Orowa) ; and ſo coaſt- 
ing the Druetz to its diſcharge into the 
Nieper; and from thence to the extremity 


of the ancient frontiers between Ruſſia 


and Poland, following the courſe of the 
Nieper in its deſcent ; ſo that all Poliſh 

Livonia, that part of the palatinate of Po- 
loczk ſituated on the right of the Dzwi- 
na, all the palatinate of Witepſk, on 
the two banks of the ſaid river; all the 
palatinate of Mſciſlaw ; the upper part of 
-Minſk which lies along the new line 
drawn from the point where the frontiers 


of 


* 


—_— 
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of the three palitgibts of Poloczk, Wi- 
tepſk, and Minfk do meet, to the ſource 
of the Draetz; and alſo that lower part 
of the palatinate of Minſk which extends 
itſelf on the other ſide the Druetz and the 
Nieper; all theſe diſtricts, together with 
the inhabitants and land-holders thereof, 

of Whatever rank or condition, ſhall for 
the future and for ever be ſubject to the 5 
imperial crown of Ruſſia. 

For theſe cauſes, in quality of was faid 
imperial majeſty's lieutenant- governor-ge- 
neral, we are commanded, before all things, 
ſolemnly to declare in her ſacred name 
(as we do declare by theſe preſents, for 


general inſtruction and notification) to Sg 


all her new ſubjects, actually our moſt 
dear fellow-citizens, not, enly 'that her 
faid majeſty will preſerve to all and every 
of them the free and public exerciſe of 
their religion, as well as all their goods 
and poſſeſſions ; but alſo, that look- 
ing upon them from this moment as 
her dear children, ſhe renders them all 
in general, and without exception, equal 
ſharers in all the rights, liberties, and 
prerogatives which her ancient ſubje&s 

„ do 
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do enjoy. On the part of her new ſub- 


jects thus incorporated, her majeſty ex- 


| peas. the return of gratitude; and, ſee- 


ing they are treated as graciouſly as her 


ancient ſubjects, ſhe expects they will 


emulate them in doing all in their power 
to render themſelves worthy of this treat- 


ment, by a ſincere love of their country, 


and an inviolable attachment to ſo mag- 


nanimous a ſovereign. 


In conſequence hereof, all the inha- 


| bitants in general, all from the higheſt 


down to the loweſt of the nobility, clergy, 
and perſons in place, are to take, during 
the courſe of this month, a ſolemn oath 
of allegiance and fidelity to her ſaid im- 
perial majeſty, before ſuch perſon as we 


ſhall appoint. But if any of the nobi- 


lity or land-holders ſhould not chuſe to 
conform thereto, they are allowed three 
months from the date hereof to ſell their 
lands, and retire freely; after which 
time all unſold lands or goods ſhall be 


confiſcated. a „de, &c. | 


Given at Peterſburgh the 5th (16th) 
of September, 1772. 
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The dechrtion cont * an 
order to pray for the empreſs and grand 
Juke in all the churches; extends the 
free exerciſe of religion to the Jews; 
and aſſures that the troops ſhall obſerve 

the ſtricteſt diſcipline. The reader will, 
obſerve the ſame affectation of huma- 
nity, magnanimity, &Cc. which charac- 
teriſe all the ſtate- papers of Peterſburg h. 
The ridicule of allowing three monk 
for ſelling the lands has been remarked 
in the Letter: let us juſt add, that to a 
Poliſh gentleman, bred up with a ſpirit 
of liberty and independence, the privi- 
leges of a Ruſſian ſubject muſt needs be 
an inviting and tempting preſent. . 

This difintereſted princeſs, if we are 
well informed, is imitating her juſt and 
magnanimous allies; ſhe has found out 
that the diſtrict lying between the Nieper 
and the Bereczyna i is very convenient to 
her; and therefore, you know, of right 
beobes to her; and therefore too will 
ſerve to © fix more ſure and natural 
* bounds 


2 APPENDIX. 
cc 18 between her FE” Poland,” — 
In God's name where are theſe diſcoveries 


Extras from 4 ** e 0 8 
oe 44 xiii. annos inter Joannem Caſimi- 
Wo rum regem Poloniæ, & Alexium Michay- 
< Jowit2 cgarum & magnum ducem Rilſſiæ. 
Actum Denewne Andruſavie, 30 Ja- 
* zuarii, 1667.” Which treaty, has been 
refined as the bafis of all the ſucceeding - 
treaties between Ruffia and Aae. 


Aren, III. 


Quz porro arces, terre, hoc. proximo 
bello a regno Poloniæ, & magno duca- 
tu Lithuaniæ ſunt avulſæ & remanent 
in poſſeſſione, & ſub juris dictione czarez 
majeſtatis, hoc eſt Smolenſcum, cum 
univerſo Severienſi ducatu, cum arcibus 
& particularibus locorum attinentiis, quæ 
ſunt ex hac parte à Vitepcenſibus, Polo- 
cenſibus, ex parte vero Livoniæ a Luci- 

nenſi 
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nenſi localibus attinentiis, Smolenſcum 
uſque, uti Dohorobuzium, Biala, Ne- 
velium; Sebezia, Kraſno, etiam Wiel- 
| iſzca (quamvis antiquibus ad palatinatum 
Vitepcenſem pertinuerit) cum ſuis item 
particularibus locis ac attinentiis: ex alia 
vero parte, in qua ſunt arces Severiences, 
circa Czernichovium omnes arces & 
terre, quibuſcunque nominibus nuncu- 
patæ omnes relinqui debent in forte 
czareæ majeſtatis: Ad ſortem vero S. R. 
majeſtatis a Boryſthene ſub Kiovia, & 
per omnem regionem ad limites Putiu- 
lenſes, nulla arx nec civitas, nec lati- 
fundium pertinebit: non prætergrediendo 
tamen limites palatinatuum Vitepcenſis, 
Polocenſis, & Mſciſlavienſis. Similiter 
diſtrictuum Orſenſis, Mozyrenſis, Rec- 
zycenſis, Braclavienſis, uti et limites Li- 
voniæ, cum ea, qua ab antiquo conti- 
nebantur, circumferentid, cum omnibus 
particularibus attinentiis, pagis, fundis 

ab utraque ripa Boryſthenis, & Dunæ 

et aliorum ſitis, ad palatinatus & diſ- 
trictus in poſſeſſione S. regiæ majeſtatis 
remanentes pertinebunt; excepta Witiz- 
ci, quæ pacis ſanctæ cauſa, a palati- 
| L. | natu 
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natu Vitepcenſi avulſa, in ſorte czarez 
majeſtatis præſenti tractatu ad annos in- 
duciarum collocata eſt. In ſuperiori ve- 
ro parte Boryſthenis que comprehen- 
ditur titulo Zaporohorum, ſeu liminum 
Boryſthenis, & ejus loci Coſaci, in qui- 
buſcunque eo loco præſidiis, munitionibus, 
ſepimentis, & ſedibus degant, pertinere 
debent ad obedientiam & protectionem 
utriuſque magni principis noſtri ad com- 
mune illorum obſequium contra immi- 
nentem (quam Deus avertat) Briſurma- 
nicam Potentiam. | 


ART 1-C'L $M 


Ex occupatis vero bello arcibus & 
terris reſtituence ſunt in ſortem ſacræ 
regiæ majeſtatis, arces & civitates Polo- 
eia, Vitepſcum, Duneburgum, Luci- 
num, Rzeczyca, Margenhauſum, cum 
tota Livonia meridionali, cum omnibus 
omnium arcium prænominatarum atti— 


nentiis, antiquibus ad eaſdem ſpectanti- 
bus; cum aliis locis & attinentiis Ut- 


viata, Surazia,. Jeziercia — 


ART I- 


APPENDIX 7 
ARTICLE VII. 


"Co Kioviæ arx, cum iiſdem monaſ- 
teriis, Piezarii dictis, & cum aliis penes 
Kioviam relictis adjacentiis, fimiliter u ům 
omni veteri armatura, cum qui olim Ki- 5 
ovia in partem czareæ majeſtatis accepta, 
cum proviſione tum temporis ibidem in- 
venta, in ſortem 8. R. majeſtatis et rei- 
publicæ reſtitui, 18 evacuari, mundari- 
que debet; ante primam de perpetus _ 
pace commiſſionem : hoc eſt poſt duos 
annos a præſenti tractatu computandos. 
Et pro hoc reſtituendo et cedendo Ki- 
oviam czarea majeſtas nullam compen- 


ſationem 2 a 8. R. majeſtate & a rep. re- 
quirat. ' 


D, 


Counter- Declaration * the Court ” at 
Warſaw, 


| THE underwritten, miniſters of the 
; king and republic of Poland, having 
laid before his majeſty the Delarations 

L 2 given 


AF PENN 
given in on the 26th and 18th of Sep- 
tember, by the miniſters from the courts 
of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and Berlin; and 
his majeſty having taken the advice of 
his ſenate thereupon, - the underwritten 
are commanded to make the following 
anſwer thereto.— 

The difintereſted and ſucceſsful pains 
of her majeſty, the empreſs of all the 
Ruſhas, to preſerve tranquility in Po- 
land during the laſt interregnum, and 
* the free election of the reigning 
king, univerſally recognized; the con- 

currence of the king of Pruſſia in the 
ſame deſigns; and the ſyſtem of neutra- 
lity at that time adopted by the empreſs- 
queen, are circumſtances, which appre- 
ciated, as they ought to be, by the king, 
will never be effaced from his Emory: or 
heart. 


The king is happy in ſeeing the re- 
gulations and internal eſtabliſhments of 
the diets, immediately ſucceeding the 
death of Auguſtus III. declared “ uſeful 
and falutary” by the three powers: 

he would . ever wiſh the emanations af 


the | 
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| che ſovereign power of the republic to 
be regarded with a favourable eye by all 
| his neighbours: 
All Europe is i038 k fince informed of 
the original and ſucceſſive cauſes of the 
preſent ' troubles in Poland: all Europe 
knows, that the king, and the ſoundeſt 
part of the nation, exerted their utmoſt 
efforts to prevent the riſe, and ſtop the 
progreſs of them; unfortunately theſe 
efforts have been unſucceſsful; and cer- 
tainly the conſequences have been dread- 
ful. The ſupreme and legal authority of 
the ſtate has been denied by ſome: an- 
archy has ſpread itſelf over the provinces: 
all Poland has been impoveriſhed, ra- 
vaged, trodden under foot, as well by her 
own citizens, as by foreign troops; ſhe has 
felt, and all Europe has ſeen, thoſe ſuffer- 
ings proportioned to the length of time 
theſe troops have been in the country, 
the orders of their reſpective courts, and 
the manner in which her onde have been 
put in execution. 

In a word, five years of ſcourge and 
deſolation have ruined this country, and 


i make 


* 
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make the return of peace a matter <f ur- 
gent and indiſpenſible neceſſity. 

The engagements entered into by the 
three powers, to co-operate in effectuating 
this great work, appeared therefore full 
of humanity, and would have been re- 
garded by the king with the livelieſt gra- 
titude, if the latter part of their Decla- 
ration had left room for any ſentiment, 
but thoſe of the utmoſt ſurprize, and the 
moſt profound grief. | 

Theſe courts pretend 1 
claims on the unhappy Poland: a plan 
of indemnification, the actual and effec- 
tual ſeizure of equiyalents are avowed. 

The ſtrict attention of the king and 
republic to fulfil all their engagements 
with theſe powers; the laws of good 
neighbourhood, ſo religiouſly obſerved 
by Poland; the manner ſo friendly and 
full of regard, in which the king has re- 
preſented, on ſo many occaſions, the dif- 
ferent ſubjects of complaint he has un- 
fortunately had againſt . his neighbours ; 
the preſent ſituation of Poland, ſo wor- 
1 in all * of the compaſſion of 


- generous 
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have ſecured to him the return of mu- 
tual good-will, and protected him for ever 
from enterprizes, ſo injurious to his 


rights, and the legality of his poſſeſſions. 


The rights of the republic to all her 


provinces, have every poſſible mark of 
ſolidity and authenticity. An uninter- 


rupted poſſeſſion of many ages, avowed 


and maintained by the moſt ſolemn trea- 
ties, and particularly by thoſe of Velaw 
and Oliva, guarrantied by the houſe of 
Auſtria, by the crowns of France, Eng- 


land, Spain, and Sweden; by the treaty 


of 1686, with Ruſſia; by the expreſs 
and recent declarations of this laſt power; 


by thoſe of Pruſfia in 1764; and, laſtly, 
by treaties with the houſe of Auftria, 


ſtill in full force and vigour :—on theſe 


foundations the rights of the e are 


grounded. 
The court of Walſaty contents itſelf 


with barely pointing them out at pteſent, 


reſerving the right of ſupporting them 


by proofs more ample and particular in 


time and place. 
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What titles can the three powers. op⸗ 
poſe to theſe? If they are titles dug out 


of the obſcurity of ancient times, of thoſe 


times of ſudden and momentary revolu- 
tions, which erected and deſtroyed, ceded 
and reſtored ſtates in the ſhort ſpace of 
a few months or years; theſe titles, if 
admitted, would re-unite to the king- 
dom of Poland many provinces, which 
formerly belonged to it, but have for 
many years been occupied by the very 
powers who now form N on 
8 6 
But as it is undeniable, that not only 
tranſactions buried in the oblivion of diſ- 
tant ages, but all tranſactions whatever, 
are annihilated by ſubſequent ſtipulations; 
as all the later ſtipulations between Po- 
land and her neighbours oppoſe directly 
the partition they now would make, it 
follows, that the titles, on which that 
partition is founded, cannot be admitted, 
without undermining the rights of every 
ſtate, without ſhaking every throne from 
its foundation. Ty” 
The very powers, who declare, that 

8 the 
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the ſituation of Poland will not permit 
them to obtain juſtice in the ordinary 
ways of proceedings, cannot be ignorant, 
that its preſent ſituation is accidental 
and momentary; that it is in their own 
power to change i it. Their conſent alone 
is wanting to reſtore the republic to the 
free and lawful exerciſe of its independent 
ſovereignty. That would be the time to 
| produce and examine their claims. This 
is the method of proceeding, which the 
king had a right to demand from the 


equity of the ties courts ; which he 


could not but expect to be adopted, rely- 


ing on the letter written to him by the 


empreſs queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 
on the 28th of January 1771, 
But the preſent proceedings of the three 


| courts, giving the moſt ſerious ſubject of 


complaint to the king; and the duties of 
his crown not permitting him to be filent 
on this occaſion, he declares in the moſt 
folemn manner, that he looks upon the 
actual ſeizure of the provinces of Poland 
by the courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and 


Berlin, as unjuſt, violent, and contrary 
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to 1. lawful rights: he appeals. to the 
treaties, and powers guarantees of his 


kingdom and its appurtenances. And 


latly, full of confidenee in the juſtice 
of the Almighty, he lays his rights. at 
the feet of the eternal throne; and puts 
his cauſe into the hands of the King of 
Kings, the ſupreme Judge of nations: 
and in the full affurance of his ſuccour, 

he proteſts ſolemnly, and before the 
whole univerſe, againſt every ſtep taken, 
or to be taken, towards the diſmembering 
of Poland. . : — 

Given at Warſaw, oa, 1th. 177. 
Signed by the great chancellors of 
Poland and Lithuania. 


% 


Ka 


\ 


Declaration of the Imperial miniſter at the 


court of . arfaw. 


HER neſt, the empreſs. queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia, has ſeen, with 
unſpeakable aſtoniſhment, the little im- 
preſſion made by the declaration preſent- 

| _ ed 
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a to his Poliſh- majeſty by the under- 
written; and the miniſters from Peterſburgh 
and Berlin, in order to accelerate a de- 
finite arrangement between the republic 
and the three neighbouring powers, 
touching the pretenſions formed by the 
ſaid powers on Poland ; pretenſions, 
which the efſential 0 of their 
crowns will not permit them to expoſe 
to the bazard of future contingencies, 
and of thoſe troubles, with which Po- 
land has at all times been agitated, 

The juſtice and dignity of the three 
courts preſcribe bounds to their modera- 
tion: this truth can neither eſcape the 
diſcernment of his Poliſh majeſty, nor 
be indifferent to his heart; if the cries 
of his country have preſerved their in- 
fluence there. 

Her majeſty, che empreſs duden of 
Hungary and Bohemia, hopes therefore, 
that the king will not expoſe his king- 
dom to events, which muſt be the con- 
ſequences of his delay to aſſemble a diet, 
and enter on a negotiation, which alone 
can ſave his country, reftore vigour to 
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the conſtitution of the republic; which 
has received ſo many, and ſo dangerous 
ſhocks; and terminate the evils, to 
which private intereſt, ambition, hatred, 
and diſſenſions have given riſe. | 
"Done at Warſaw, Dec. 4th, 1972. 


signed, 


RZ EWI CK I. 
N 0-7 E. 

The miniſter from Peterſburg and Ber- 
lin delivered the next day each a decla- 
ration in the ſame words. . 

There is an inſolence in this piece, 
which? is without example. Whoſe pri- 
vate intereſt, whoſe ambition but their“ 8 
have ruined Poland ? They talk of 
bounds to their moderation : the world 
would be glad to ſee its beginning. In 
the mean time, they ſeem thoroughly 
perſuaded, that there are no bounds to 
the patience of the Poliſh nation; or 
the indifference and inattention of the 
other courts of Europe. They, may 
however be miſtaken. 


« * 
. 


An- 


arten of thee court of Warſro fo the cope 
Die '" ceding youre gopher wt 

| 8 td ber 

1 N ace to the Declarations of the 
courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and Ber- 
lin, the underwritten have orders to in- 
form the miniſters of the ſaid courts, that 
the king being informed of their deſires, 
reſpecting the convocation of a diet, 
and of the -inconveniencies which may 
ariſe from delays, is determined to com- 
ply, as far as it is in his power; not 
only with the view of taking away all 
pretext of aggravating the evils, which 
afflict Poland, but under the hopes, 
that this mark of regard will operate on 
the generoſity of the three powers, fo, 
as to induce them to put a ſpeedy end to 
theſe troubles, in a manner the moſt 
equitable and a cue to the re- 
public, . n 15 | 
In conſequence hereof, his nent 
has ifſued circular letters for the convo- 
cation of a full council of the ſenate, 


which 
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* 


which muſt indiſpenſably vince; the 

ſummoning of a diet ; and has fixed the 

ſame to the 8th of February following ; 

a a term, which leaves no more than the 

time abſolutely neceſſary for the arrival 
of the diſtant ſenators. 

Done at Warſaw this ach of De- 

cember, 1772. | 
Signed by the' Chancellors of 
| Poland and Win ene 


N O T E. 


The 1 87 ever ready to condemn. 
the unfortunate, have blamed. the king 
for having yielded, in ſome degree, 
by this Declaration, to the imperious 
will of the ufurping powers. But let 

pb obſerved, that the different pow- 

„ guarantees of the liberties of Po- 

lend, have not afforded any part of 
that ſuccour they are engaged to by re- 
peated treaties: that, ſtruck with their 
ſupineneſs and inattention, the nation 
ſeems to ſink under the weight of its 
misfortunes; without reſources from a- 
broad; without activity and unanimity 
at 
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at home, — what is the king to FR ?—Let- 
any one power offer him effectual ſuc- 
cour; nay, let only five hundred of his 
ſubjects declare, that, if he will put 5 
himſelf at their head, they will periſh 
with him, rather than ſubmit to the op- 
preſſions of his neighbours ; z and if he 
then refuſe, let him be given up as un- 
_ worthy of the crown. But till then, it is 
| hard, that thoſe: very courts, who have 
not fulfilled their engagements, ſhould 
endeavour to juſtify their, own ſupine- 
neſs, by throwing the blame on him. 
Add, that, in accelerating the convoca-. 
tion of the ſenate, he has really granted 
nothing; the ſenate has not the power of 
concluding a treaty, that can be done by 
the diet alone. He has ſtill then left time 
to his allies to come to his aſſiſtance; he. 
has ſtill left it in the power of his peo- 
ple to chuſe the party they have to take; 
cither to make the beſt bargain they can, 


or periſh glorioully 1 in defence of their 
rights. £7 
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# 
G. 
* * * 
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Latters for the Convecation of 5 Great 
Council of the Senate. „ | 


STAXISLAUS AvevsTvs, &c. Kc. &c. 


BORN with the love of public good, 
and having devoted ourſelves with the 
moſt diſintereſted application to promote 
the happineſs of a people, whoſe free 
and unanimous choice intruſted the ſcep- 
tre to our hands, we had flattered our- 
ſelves with the pleaſing hope of reigning 
happy over a cheriſhed people. ; 

Perſuaded that nothing could contribute 
more effectually to their well-being, than 
the uninterrupted attention of a council, 
which united the maturity of advice to 
legal authority; and finding both theſe 
advantages in the ſenate of the republic; 
we determined, after the example of the 
moſt illuſtrious of our predeceſſors, born, 
as we, in the boſom of our country, to 
hold every week a council of the ſenate. 


8 . During 


APFENDEETYE 
During the greateſt part of the two 
firſt years of our reign, this rule carried 
into practice, ſerved at once as a proof of 
our attention to the public good, and A - 
mean of promoting it. But ſoon after- 
wards envy, and intereſt, enemies of the 
happineſs of the republic, ſowed the 
ſeeds of diſcord : and they ſhot up with 
ſo much vigour, that it became impoſſi- 
ble for us to continue this frequent com- 
munication of our views and labours with 
the ſenate. 

A detail of the degrees, by which the 
. of the ſtate have arrived at 
that dreadful criſis, which engages our 
preſent attention, would be ſuperfluous. 
Suffice it to inform you, that, in conſe- 
quence of the uniform declarations made 
to us by the three neighbouring powers, to 
notify their having occupied ſeveral pro- 
vinces of the republic, which they pre- 
tend reſpectively to appropriate, we did, 
on the 6th of October, aſſemble a coun- 
cil of ſuch ſenators, as were then teſi- 
dent in our capital; and, by their ad- 
vice, we did ſolemnly - proteſt againſt all 

„„ 0 the 
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the ſteps. taken, or to be taken, contrary 
to the rights and intereſts of the re- 
public. yy 
And as the ſenators then preſent did 
require of us, that all the members, 
compoſing the whole body of the ſenate, 
ſhould be ſummoned to conſider and de- 
cide what farther is to be done for the 
ſafety of our country; we willingly com- 
plying with an advice ſo conformable to 
our preſent ſituation, do hereby fix the 
firſt day of March next for, holding the 
great council of the ſenate; requiring, 
that as ſoon as theſe our circular letters 
are received, you do forthwith repair 
to our capital, and preſent yourſelf 15 
fore our perſon. 
You will come to provide for the in- 
tereſts of the ſtate, under the auſpices 
of a king. whom it has pleaſed the Al- 
mighty to re-eſtabliſh on the throne, to 
which he had raiſed him, by ſaving his 
life miraculouſly, when there appeared 
no human means of preſervation. 
You will ſee with your own eyes, that 
no pains have been ſpared, no means 
neg- 
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neglected by us, for preventing the miſ- 
fortunes, under the weight of which the 
nation has ſo long groaned; and eſpe- 
cially ſince the voice of calumny has 
dared to attribute its own deſigns to him, 
whoſe rank alone excited the fury of jea- 
louſy ; fince by a monſtrous chain of er- 
rors an interregnum has been Pe. 5 
regicide commande. 

Every honeſt heart ſhuddered, every 
virtuous citizen wept, to ſee the honour 
of the nation ſullied and ſtained with the 

innocent blood of its own king. 
Would to God, that in the bitterneſs 
'of our grief, we had yet this comfort, 
that no ſenator, by entering into unlaw- 
ful conſpiracies againſt our dignity and 
perſon, had voluntarily excluded himſelf 
from our preſence and councils. 
But our defign is to cure, not exul- 
cerate the wounds of the ſtate. We 
declare therefore, that every ſenator, par- 
ticipating in the councils of the pre- 
tended confederation, who will forſake 
the ſame, in a formal and authentic 
manner, properly notified to us, and will 
N 2 give 
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give clear and poſitive proofs of bis fde- 
lity, and attachment to us, may reſt aſ- 
ſured not only that we forgive him his 
offence, but alſo, that he ſhall enjoy 
full and perfect ſecurity in his oute 
and eſpecially at the council. 

Let thoſe then, whom the unfortu- 
nate effects of paſt errors have driven from 
their country, and their ſovereign, re- 
turn at the voice of their king, and their 
father, who will not ſee an offender, 
where repentance is acknowledged; who | 
ſtretches out his arms to every one, who 
comes convinced that domeſtic diſſen- 
ſions have been the cauſe of all our mis- 
fortunes ; and that the only poſſible 
means of ſaving our religion, our coun- 
try, and our liberty, is to unite with a 
king, to whom theſe Sine have been 
ever ſacred. | 

Theſe have been our 88 views; 
this is the end for which you are ſum- 
moned to meet us at the grand council 
of the ſenate; by aſſiſting at which, you 
will fulfil the duties of your ſtation, and 
merit our royal favour. 


= And 
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Mud ſo we pray God to take you into 
his moſt holy keeping. | 


ws: Given at Warſaw,” this 12th of De- 
VI cember, With 


N O. T Be. 


A x poſtſcript is added to theſe letters, 
Senifying that, at the [requiſition of the 
three courts, the king had advanced the 
meeting of the a to thu _— of 
2 | 

This manly appeal to the rectitude of 
his own conduct and the purity of his 
views, —this plain though paternal de- 
claration, that the nation itſelf was in 
2 great meaſure reſponſible for the mis- 
fortunes, under which it labours, has 
been the conſtant language of the king. In 
the diet ſummoned by the confederation 
of Radom, when every artifice had been 
employed to exaſperate the nation againſt 
him, I heard him make the ſame appeal, 
in ſtill ſtronger terms; not a man roſe to 
refute it: — conviQtion alone could tie 


their 
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thakr tongues : for a king's ſpeech in 
Poland is not always echoed back with 
- applauſe to the throne; he is as ſubject 
to contradiction as another mem ber. 
Abroad indeed, men who know nothing 
of the temper and genius of his people ; of 
the ſhackles by which the exertion of his 
power is impeded ; whothave not been near 
enough to examine the different ſteps, by 
which things have inſenſibly been brought 
to the preſent criſis; are liberal in their 
cenſures.— It muſt however be allowed, 
that there was a moment when he ought 
perhaps to have acted otherwiſe. Toa mind 
like his, the taſk was not eaſy; to have ſaved 
his nation, he muſthave been content to 
have ſeemed to invade its rights ; and to 
join what was thought no friendly power. 
Too delicate a ſenſe of honour, the ti- 
midity of virtue, over-ruled him. Few 
princes have ſo reſpectable an excuſe to 
plead. But had he been able to brave 
public opinion, his preſent cenſurers 
would not have been leſs ſevere.— What 
has not been ſaid againſt the king of 

Sweden? ? 


] 
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Sweden Vet appearances are not half 
ſo ſtrong againſt him, as they muſt have 


been againſt the king of Poland, had he 


ſeized perhaps the only occaſion, that was 
offered him, of ſaving his country from 


their preſent troubles, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A S the Editor would be forry 7 m 72 „ 


he gives the following. Extract of a 
Letter he receiued from his ;Corrgondonts 
| after the Third e Was Printed F. 


«] told you chat K denied the 
* treaty of partition to lord Stormont, as 


“well as to the other miniſters; I have 7 


te fince been told, and I believe upon better 
« authority, that his lordſhip never appli- 
<« ed miniſterially to Kaunitz about it. 

I have ſince had ſome reaſon to doubt 


t whether Pac was preſented at the court 
of Vienna: I ſaw him at Vienna after 


* the manifeſto declaring the throne of 


Poland vacant, and enjoining the mur- 
* ther of the king, was publiſhed, and 


« was then told, he had been at court: 
&« I believe it was a miſtake. The fact 
e however is of little conſequence; and I 


« was eye-witneſs to others equally.ſtrong: 
to my purpoſe. I after this frequently 


« ſaw at Kaunitz's, Colloredo's, and at 
ya court a prince Auguſtus Sulkowſki, who 
Pram 


I —_— —_— - 2 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
« publicly avowed himfelf one of the 
«© chief movers of the confederation :; and 
t who, I have been well informed, was 
not many years fince forbid the court 
< and town of Vienna, for very particu- 
« lar reaſons. His being well received 
te there at this juncture, and under ſuch 
* circumſtances, not only induced me to 
& give the eaſier credit to the other re- 
*© port, but is full as ſtrong to my pur- 
&« poſe, which was to prove that the con- 
« duct of the Empreſs Queen towards 
te the Confederates, was ſuch as tended 
« to perſuade them, and the reſt of Bu- 
« rope, that ſhe ſecretly favoured their 
« operations, and diſapproved the ſteps 
% taken by Ruffia: and that therefore 

e the ſuppoſition in the firſt manifeſto, of 
« the three courtsthaving always acted in 
&« concert, is falſe.” 


London, | ; 
March 20th, 1773. 8 jy 
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+ Bruſſels, "oY 27. 1773. 
MY DE AR SIR, 
EFORE I enter on the 3 
tion of his Pruſſian majeſty's claims, 
v7 let me recommend to your peruſal 
a declaration' given b his miniſter at 
Warſaw, on the roll of February *. | 
You ſee, Sir, how prettily theſe powers 
throw the ball from one to another : 
having determined on the partition of 
Poland, the empreſs of Ruſſia, who had 
hitherto borne the whole odium alone, 
ſtept forth once more to ſignify this new 


* See Appendix. B. 3 
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act of friendſhip and good- -will: in a 
hurty to conſummate the great work, 


and finding no oppoſition on the part of 
other courts, theſe mighty powers grew 


angry, becauſe the Poles did not chear— 


fully and thankfully ſtretch forth their 


| hands to receive the chains they were 


preparing for them; a ſecond declaration, 
leſs civil, leſs decent than the firſt, was 
publiſhed; and here the empreſs queen 
took the lead: but when the finiſhing 


ſtroke is to he given, when barefaced 


falſhoods are to be aſſerted with ſhame- 
leſs effrontery, the king of Pruſſia knows 


his place, and leads the van. 


His majeſty declares, Sir, — © He has 


- «© waited paliently to ſee the effect of his 


„ fic{t declaration.“ Do not miſunder- 


ſtend him, he talks of Pruflian patience ; 


it is an active virtue with him. His 
patience is manifeſted by pillages, vio- 


lences, and outrages of every kind. The 
provinces of Poſnania, Haliſè, and Gneſne, 


can anſwer for his patience : — in the 
month of September laſt, the very time 


| of the firit declaration' 8 bein g made, theſe 


provinces 
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provinces were obliged to enter into a 


contract, by which they bound them- 


ſelves to furniſh gratis exorbitant provi- . 


ſions of e corn, cattle, and forage for the 
ſubſiſtence of the Pruſſian troops; and to 
pay beſides unlimited ſums of money, to 
ſatisfy other unlimited wants, which the 
troops were ready enough at creating; 
douceurs were to be added to the officers, 
from the general to the loweſt ſerjeant. 
This contract was rigorouſly executed: 
dawn of hope however appeared; the con- 
tract expired with the laſt year. But the 
king of Pruſſia's patience is indefatigable ; 
Loflow has forced the provinces to re- 
new the ſame contract for five months 
longer. | 
The town of Dantzig too, will bear 
witneſs to his patience: he has eſtabliſh- 
ed an exciſe office at the very gates; no 


body can go out of the town without be- 


ing ſearched in a rude and indecent man- 
ner; even the fair ſex has no privilege 
againſt the brutual inſolence of his exciſe 
officers: —and to comfort them, Mr. 
Reichard aſſures them, that theſe are 
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only little acts bf gentility, preludes to 


of a great part of the territories of che 
town, of its ſuburbs, harbour, and port- 
duties, are all marks of patience : nay, 


change, and I fancy, even the Britiſh 
merchants will tell you, they have had 
notable proofs of his patience. The 


of Thorn, the town itſelf all but beſieg- 
rd, and repeatedly ſummoned to do hom- 
age to him, in direct contradiction to 


the patience, with which he waits for 
the effect of that declaration. | 

His majeſty's delicate ſenſibility is 
' ſhocked, Sir, that the king of Poland 


« yalidate the rights of the king of Pruſ- 
e fia, and declaring the occupation of 
his own territories unjuſt and violent :” 
and what hurts him ſtill more, this pro- 
teſt was an act of the king of Poland's 
private authority, the effect of a ſudden 
impulſe. 


6 Now, 


Sir, take a walk on the London Ex- 


ſhould “ publiſh a proteſt tending to in- 


greater and better things —The ſeizure : 


ſeizure of all the territories of the town 


his firſt declaration, are farther proofs of 


/ 
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Now, Sir, the declaration was given 
the eighteenth of September, and the pro- 
teſt in anſwer to it, the ſeventeenth of 
October following; the impulſe was not 
then ſo ſudden.—You have read the pro- 
teſt: it is there declared, his majeſty 
makes it by the advice of his ſenate; that 
is, of that very body, to whom the con- 
ſtitution ſends him in all caſes of emer- 
gency. It was not then, as the king of 
Pruſſia aſſerts, an act of private authori- 
ty; but the act of a public body, ac- 
knowledged and authoriſed by the conſti- 
tution: — nor was this council, as the 
king of Pruſſia aſſerts, diſunited; it was 
unanimous in adviſing the publication of 
this very proteſt, and the convocation of 
another fuller council. It did not there- 
fore ſeparate, as the king of Pruſſia aſ- 
ſerts, without coming to any reſolution, 
ſince theſe were two important reſolu- 
tions. 

In four ſhort lines the king of Pruſſia 
then aſſerts as many barefaced and mani- 
feſt falſehoods. | 


It! 18 true, the council was not nu- 


merous: 
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merous: but would his Pruſſian majeſty 
inſinuate that. to have been the fault of 
the king of Poland? 1 0 he not know, 
that he, and his equitable allies, aro the 
cauſe of it?. Should the council now ſum- 
moned, ſhould even: the diet be as little 
numerous, are not they to be thanked for 
it? Is it ſurpriſing, that many ſenators 
ſhould have excuſed themſelves from go- 
ing there? Has not his Pruſſian majeſty 
laid waſte the coùntries from whence the 
town of Warſaw is ſupplied with provi- 
ſions ? Has he not forbid the people to 
ſend proviſions there ? Does he think men 
are very fond of expoſing themſelves to 
all the horrors of a famine? or is ſtarving 
the town, the king, the ſenate, and the 
diet, another proof of Pruſſian patience ? 
If he and his allies had a-mind the 
council or diet ſhould be more numerous, 
why hinder the ſenators, whoſe titles de- 
rive from the uſurped provinces, from aſ- 
fiſting at it? They are ſenators of the 
kingdom at large, not of any particular 
part of it: yet ſo far is this prohibition 
carried, that the Auſtrian miniſter has lately 
| forbid 
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forbid the prince Czartoryſki, uncle to 
the king, palatin of Ruſſia, to aſſiſt at it, 


though Chelm, a part of this palatinate, 
is not comprehended-in'the Auſtrian uſur- 


pations; and the Ruſſian” miniſter has 


ſignified the ſame prohibition to the 
biſhop of Livonia, though he is at the 
ſame time biſhop of Piltin, and though 
a great part of his dioceſe is exempted 
from the Ruſſian uſurpation. 

This ſecond council, ſays the faith- 
ful monarch, was deferred on the moſt 
< frivolous pretences.“ "Theſe frivolous 
pretences were no other than the phyſical 
impoſſibility of aſſembling all the ſenators 
ſooner.— The priſoners whom the em- 
preſs of Ruflia has, t they ay, releaſed 
from their unjuſt confinement, cannot 
arrive probably even at this period. —The 
meaſure of his Pruſhan majeſty's grief i is 
filled up by the ingratitude of the nation, 
which ſhows no zea/ nor affe#:on for his 
Pruſſian majeſty's meaſures; and will not 
conſider itſelf as legally repreſented by a 
diet fitting in a town that is to be ſtarved, 
and blockaded ; deliberating in a houſe 


againſt 
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grin which he ny S cannon is to be 
pointed. 


His Sets * Fee 


. 


drief being exhauſted, by the above ſur- 


priling acts of ingratitude, he falls into 
-»aftoniſhment; and indignation when he 
-ſees that the Poliſh government has 
formed a regular plan of expꝭ ſing the 
* legality of his rights to all the viciſſi- 
« tudes of events.“ This may appear, 


Sir, a very odd idea to you: you may not 


readily conceive, how the legality, of rights 
can depend upon future events. A. right 
which is legal to-day, will be a legal right 
to-morrow. happen what will in the 
mean time: ſo it is with us, Sir, but not 
ſo at Berlin. The conduct of the king 
of Pruſſia, from the moment of his ac- 
ceſſion to the throne, has clearly proved, 
though this is perhaps the firſt time he 
has told the world ſo in plain words, that 


all is right in his eyes, which is uſeful. 
; to his intereſts ; conſequently the degrees 
ol legality are nothing more than the de- 
grees of poſſibility of carrying his deſigns 


into execution: now in this ſenſe the le- 
gality 
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gality of his rights may be affected by tlie 
viciſſitude of events, though i in en 
ſenſe could it poſſibly be fo.” © 
In the ſame ſpirit, and by the ſame 
kind of logic, his Pruſſian majeſty ſays, 
that «becauſe the matters to come under 
„the deliberation of the council are of 
« the'' utmoſt importance, therefore its 
meeting ſhould be haſtened, __ its __ 
*« 'cifion precipitated.” 
In general men would have drawn a 
contrary concluſion; becauſe, in general, 
the more important an affair is, the more 
circumſpect men are in deciding upon it, 
the more time they take to conſider it. 
In the caſe before us, however, this wiſe 
tmonarch is perfectly in the right: deli- 
beration here could only ferve to prove 
the injuſtice of his demands, and deviſe 
means for Wien the execution of his 
. e I 
The integrity of his Profiien ny 
v next alarmed : the Poles are accufed of 
forming cabals, and intrigues. I know 
of no action, no - meaſure, that can de- 
5 ſerve the title of eabal, or intrigue, which 
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is intended to preſerve. the rights, liber- 
ties, and exiſtence of an oppreſſed people. | 


| I ſhould have called thoſe ſecret practices 


&* cabals and intrigues” by which this .up- 
right prince brought the Poles. into the 


| wretched ſtate they now are in. He, 
whilſt he preſſed the convocation of a diet, 
caballed, intrigued, and threatened, in 


order to form and ſupport an illegal aſ- 
ſembly under Sulkowſki; his agent, 
Reichard, is now caballing, intriguing, 

threatening, in order to ſeduce the 
towns of Dantzig and Thorn from their 
allegiance. Theſe are cabals and intrigues. 
But I again repeat it, no ſteps, no mea- 
ſures ones, calculated to fruſtrate the 
defigns of uſurpers and robbers, to ſecure 


a nation's rights, liberties, and poſſeſſions, 


can be called by this opprobrious name. 
The king of Pruſſia, Sir, having led 
us from ſenſibility to grief, from grief 
to aſtoniſhment, from aſtoniſhment. to 
indignation, leaves us at laſt impreſſed. 


with proper ideas of his humanity and 


juſtice. He, good man, will not be te- 


ſponſible for the ulterior evils Poland 


may 
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may yet ſuffer; and therefore makes one 
möte effort to conquer the inconceivable = 
obRinacy of the Poles :—that is, he will 
onde more endeavour to fave himſelf the 
trouble of putting an end to their exiſt- 
ende as a ſtate, by forcing them to do 
the work themſelves ; which they are, ſo 
inconceivably obſtinate as to refule : but 
ſhould they not liſten to this humane 
counſel, then he muſt do himſelf juſtice, 
It is a pity, Sir, that ſo near the men- 
tion of juſtice ſhould come the threat of 
diſengaging himſelf from the renuncia- 
tions contained in his firſt declaration; | 
becauſe it leads one naturally to aſk, whe- 
ther he has kept literally to the terms of 
that declaration: and when we recollect 
that his vexations and pillages have been 
extended all over Great Poland ; that he 
is taking meaſures to ſeize upon Cujavia; 
that his troops are-within a few miles of 
Warſaw ; that he has ſeized the territo- 
ries and revenues of Thorn and Dantzig ; 
that he has endeavoured 'to ruin the trade 
of the latter, by inſulting the firſt mari- 
tant oh con of the world, ſtopping its 
C 2 i 
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ſhips, and forcing-them to pay ne and 
exorbitant duties; when we learn, that 
his religious and apoſtolic ally has ſeized 
the city of Cracow, and added it to her 
new erected kingdom of Gallicia and Lo- 
domeria; that ſhe has likewiſe ſeized the 
royal demeſnes on the Poliſh fide of the 

Viſtula; that the revenues thereof, - be- 
longing either to the king or republic, 
are appropriated to the imperial treaſury, 
and every act of ſovereignty exerciſed in 
theſe diſtricts by the imperial magiſtrates; 
and this at the time that the court of War- 
ſaw has ſo far condeſcended to the deſires 
of the three powers to fix the day for the 
meeting of the diet, the very day de- 
manded by them; when we learn, that 
at the ſame time the king of Pruſſia has 
diſpatched a Jew under the title of his 
director of commerce to Warſaw itſelf, 
and charged him with the diſtribution of 
fifteen barrels of baſe and adulterated 
coin; we too find it difficult to expreſs 
our aſtoniſhment and indignation at ſuch 
à compoſition of falſchood, inſolence, 

and hypocriſy, 

5 Let 
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Loet us now, Sir, if you pleaſe, turn 
Gan this. piece to the letters patent of 
this worthy: prince, in which he fixes the 
portion, which belongs to him, and al- 
ledges in general terms the foundation a 
his claims “. 

The deduction given us 1 1s only n an 
abridgement of, or rather reference to 
an ample declaration or deduction, which 
he ſays was then, that is five months ago, 
in the preſs. This muſt ſurely be very 
a long and full, fince it is ſo long in print- 
ing. In the mean time, his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty exacts more than papiſtical faith of 
us: if a man in the Romiſh church will 
but learn Latin, he may know what, and 
why he is to believe: but here we are 
forced to. believe the validity of rights 
founded on arguments not produced, and 

on records not known. I wiſh the court 
of Berlin would be kind enough to tell 
us, for whoſe uſe and information this 
deduction is afterwards to be publiſhed : 


| for the Poles? Surely it was high time 
they had it; a diet, that is to fit but 


* Sce Appendix, A. 


ſeven 


14 LETTERS: CONCERNING THE | 


ſeven weeks, will hardly have time even 
to read what it has taken five months to 

print.— Is it for the other ſtates of Eu- 
rope? They ought to have had it ſtill 
earlier; they cannot be competent judges 


without hearing the arguments on the 


other ſide. 


But he knows what he is cheat; sir; 3 be 
knows, his uſurpations muſt at laſt ſtand 


or fall by the ultima ratio regum. 

His majeſty begins, by Ming his 
new ſubjects of his royal favour and good- 
will ; and indeed it was high time: our 
purſes drained, our granaries emptied, - 
our houſes burnt, our lands deſolated, 
our young men impreſſed, our wives dif-. 


honoured, and our daughters carried off, 
gave us but a bad idea of our new maſter: 


but we are now to be eaſy; we are aſſured 
of his royal good- will, of protection in 


our rights and poſſeſſions, and of being 


governed ſo well, that we ſhall all rejoice 


at the change: he muſt not then go- 


vern us as he does his other ſubjects. 1 


cannot give you a better idea of the go- 
vernment of Pruſſia, than by deſcribing 
480 the 


1 Po 
1 
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che oity of Berlin: look at the ſhell of the 
houſes, all is 'ſhew and elegance; go in, 
and all is wretehedneſs and miſery: the 
ſtreets are large and airy, and well laid : 
out, but ſo thinly peopled, that you 4 
would think the plague had ſtalked along ; 
the town and ſwept away two-thirds of 
its inhabitants: it is ſo with his govern- : 
ment. Read the code of Frederic, and all 
appears order and regularity: go into the 
courts of juſtice, examine the people, and 
you will hear of nothing but exactions, 
vexations, and oppreſſions. And ſuch, 
Sir, is to be our fate. Among the firſt 
rights of a people are its ls and the 
laws of Poliſh Pruffia were far from con- 
temptible; our civil and political liber- 
ties were better ſecured than in any other | 
part of Poland: by way of preſerving our 
rights, one of the firſt acts of our ne- 
moſt gracious maſter was to aboliſh all 
our laws; we are at once ſubmitted to a 
code we know nothing of ;—our houſes 
are numbered, our artiſans and our chil- 
dren ſubje& to be impreſſed : among the 
Pe to whom theſe letters are ad- 
dreſſed, 
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dreſſed, and who are to be maintained in 
their poſſeſſions, the ſtaroſts are expreſsly 
named :—as a proof of our ſovereign's ve- 
racity, the next act of government, was 
to re-unite the ſtaroſties to the crown : 
the mildneſs of his future government is 
diſplayed in the reſt of the letters patents: 
they were dated the thirteenth of Sep- 
tember, and the twenty- ſeventh of the 
ſame month was appointed for taking the 
dath of allegiance; that it ſeems was 
thought time enough to quiet all our 
ſcruples about the validity of the oath 
taken to our natural ſovereign; the mere 
ipſe dixit of our new maſter was to con- 
vince us, that a poſſeſſion of five hundred 
years was illegal: - and ſhould we not be- 
lieve him, ſhould any fooliſh ſcruples yet 
remain, ſhould we heſitate, all is loſt: no 
overt act is required, ſhould we-even ren- 
der ourſelves ſuſpected of infidelity and 
diſobedience.—And whom does not ty- 
ranny ſuſpet?—We are to be proceeded 
againſt with the utmoſt vigour, —Heaven 
keep us from being objects of ſuch royal 
patience and good will! 


In 
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bs examinirig this abrjdged deduction 
of rights we muſt diſtinguiſh carefully 
between the portions demanded, as being 
part of the king of Pruſſia's ancient pa+ 
trimony'z and the portions demand» 
ed as indemnifications for non-enjoyment 
bf the other during ſo many centupies : 
if the rights to the former are groundlels, 
there is nothiog to be ſaid for the latter; 

On the fide of Poliſh Pruſſia the po- 
tion demanded, as a part of his ancient 
patrimony, is the Little Pomerania, other- 
wiſe called Pomerellia: This Pome: - 
$6 rellia, ſay the letters patent, Was, at 
1 the extinction of the dukes of Dantzig, 
te unjuſtly wreſted, firſt by the knights of 
* the Teutonic order, and then by the 


#6 kings of Poland, from the dukes of | 


„Stettin, to whom it ought to have 
gone as neareſt agnats and heirs, ſpring- 
ig from the ſame ſtack; nor did the 
* dukes of Pomeraniaever tenounce their 
© rights to this their ancient patrimony, but 
* tranſmitted them entice to their ſucceſ- 
_ © ſors and univerdal heirs; the electors of 
6 Brandenburgh. — In this ſtate of his 
D : Pruſſian 


18 "LETTERS CONCERNING THE 


Pruffian majeſty's rights, three ſuppoſi-- 
tions. are made, and taken for granted ; 
and ſhould any one of the three prove to 
be falſe, the whole foundation of the pre- 
tended rights is taken away and falls to 
the ground. | 
In the firſt place it is ſuppoſed ol 
don for granted, that Pomerellia did 
always, and ab origine, make a part of 
the ancient patrimony of the dukes of 
Pomerania: for if it did not, if it was 
acquired afterwards, then not being 
holden by the ſame tenure, it was not 
ſubject to the ſame reſtrictions, might 
again be ſeparated from the duchy, and 
be diſpoſed of as the poſſeſſor ſaw fit. 
In the next place, it is ſuppoſed and 
taken for granted, that the dukes of 
Dantzig held their duchy, as a fief in tail, 
with right of remainder over to the dukes 
of Stettin : for if it was allodial, or hol- 
den in fee fimple, then the dukes of 
Dantzig might appoint their own heirs, 
without prejudice to the dukes of Stet- 
tin: or if there were no remainder-men, 
then, at the extinction of the houſe of 


. | Dantzig, 
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Dantzig, it Fried to the lord para- 
mount. 
Laſtly, - FH is. * and. . foe 
| granted, that the electors of e 
did ſucceed to the dukes of Stettin in 
quality of natural heirs in tail, or remain. 
der-men named in the original grant 3,07 
by virtue of ſome grant or donation from 
the lord paramount; or of ſome compact 
made with the lords feudal, and confirm=- 
dby the lords paramount, at the time 
that Pomerellia did actually make a part 
of the duchy of Pomerania: for other- 
wiſe, whatever claim they may have to- 
the other parts of the ſucceſſion of the 
dukes of Pomerania, they can have none 
to Pomerellia. 

Now of theſe three ſuppoſitions, all of 
them neceſſary to eſtabliſh the rights of 
the king of Pruſſia, the firſt only is doubt- 
ful; the two laſt are demonſtrably falſe. 

In the firſt place, it, is doubtful whe- 
ther Pomerellia did anciently, and ab 
nia. Nicolas Leuthinger,, as reſpectable 
authority as any in this, matter, aſſerts 
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did not ; bue hank it 8 bene nige king 7 


of Poland, Leſcus; whom having treach- 


erouſly murdered, Syentopo],; made! 1 | 


ff maſter of pomerellia x. | 
Pomerellia therefore, according to this | 
Inthor; being afterwards added tb Pome- 
tania, made no part of the original heti- 
tage, and might be ſeparated from it. 
In the next place it is demonſtrably 


Falſe, that the duchy of Pomerania was 


holden as a fee entail, with right * 
mainder over to the dukes of Stettin. 
Short as the deduction before us is, it. 


was not for brevity's ſake alone, that the 


king of Pruſſia omitted circumſtances, 
which would have thrown light upon 
this part of the ſubject. Permit me to 
ſupply them. 

The laſt duke of Dantzig was named 
Meſtvin II. alias Meſtogin, alias Meſcin- 


gus, alias Meſtojus. This duke of many 


names, lord of Pomerellia, did, four 
years before his death, appoint Premi- 
flaus duke, afterwards king of Poland, 


® see : Topographia prior Marchiz, p. 4. 
1 his 
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his nephew, ſon of his ſiſter, to be his 
beir add ſbesefſor: | he, communicated 
this defign to his ſubjects, who, agreed 
to it, and in the duke's life-time ſwore 
to the obſervance of it: this diſpoſition 
was farther confirmed by his will *. At 
the death of his uncle, which happened 
in 1295, Premiſlaus entered on the ſuc- 
ceſſion but in the year 1 308, Waldemar, 
margrave of Brandenburgh, drove him 
out; upon what pretence is unknown; 
the rights of the houſe of Brandenburgh 
are ſeldem clear: he did not long keep 
poſſeſſion; but in his turn was attacked 
by tbe knights of the Teutonic order; 
and finding himſelf unable to reſiſt them, 
he ſold his rights upon Pomerellia to the 
ſaid order for ten thouſand: marks +. TO 
give a greater degree of legality and au- 
thenticity to this purchaſe, the knights 
had obtained a decree from the emperor, 
configming all the acquiſitions. they had 
n or ſhould make in een 


Z 
ALL - 434. 99 


* See e de 2 | heron 1. x . 376. g 
+ See the Act of Sale, Dumont, Corſe Gplomatique, | 

ya. N 364406 ges 
whether 
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whether by purchaſe or atm * 

The kings of Poland. thought thenifilies 
injured by this ſale, and applied to the 
pope, Jean the XXII. who by a ſolemn 


| deciſion, declared the right to this duchy 


to be in the king of Poland : the thun- 
der of the Vatican however was diſregard- 
ed, the knights kept poſſeſſion; and in 
the year 1335, the matter was referred 
to the arbitration of Charles and John, 
kings of Hungary and Bohemia, who de- 
cided, that upon the knights giving up 
the diſtricts of Cujavia, Dobrzyn, and 
others, which they had uſurped, the 
king of Poland ſhould, for the good of 
his ſoul, conſent to cede, not reſtore, but 
cede to them the duchy of Little Pome- 
rania +: but they not reſtoring their 
other uſurpations, the kings of Poland 
appealed again to the pope, then Bene- 
dict XII. who ain ſolemnly decided in 


6 See Supplement au 3 Hplomatique vol. II. 
Partie 11. p. 80. 

+ See ACt of Arbitration, Dumont, Corps diploma- 
tique, vol. I. Partie ii. p. 15t. 


6 | _ favour 
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favour of the king of Poland 4: this ſe⸗ . 
cond deciſion ha ad as little effect as the 
former ; the knights ſtill kept poſſeſſion 
till the year 1454, when the ſubjects, no 
longer able to ſubmit to- their tyranny, 
choſe a new maſter, or rather returned 
to their ancient ſovereign the king of 
Poland: which act of theirs was, as you 
will ſee hereafter, confirmed and allow- 
ed by the knights i in the year 1466. | 
Hence then it is clear, that the dukes 
of Dantzig did not hold their duchy as a 
fee in tail, with right of remainder over 
to the dukes of Stettin: if they. had, the 
emperor, who was lord paramount, would 
not probably have conſented to its aliena- 
tion, could not have done it, but at the. 
requiſition, and with the free conſent of 
the heirs in tail: neither would the pope, 
and much leſs the kings of Hungary and 
Bohemia, (who, as feadatories of the em- 
pire, were intereſted to maintain that 
maxim of the feudal law, <* Altenatio- 
* nem feudi paterni non valere etiam do- 


1 See Dumont, Corps aiplomatque, vol. I. Partie 
ii. . 275. . 
8 | . <6 mini 
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* mini voluntate, niſi agnatis conſentieu- 
- tibus”) have pronounced that alienation 
legal. | 7 IE, 
hoe obſervation therefore of the let- 
ters patent, that the dukes of Pomerania 
did never make any renunciation to their 
rights upon Pomerellia, is futile, and vain; 
Why ſhould they renounce rights, which 
it plainly appears they never had? It 
ſhould have been proved, that they had 
proteſted againſt the will of Meſtvin, a- 
gainſt the emperor's confirmation of the 
acquiſitions. made in Pomerania by the 
knights of the Teutonic order; againſt 
the ſentence of arbitration pronounced by 
the kings of Hungary and Bohemia; 
againſt the decree of the popes John 
XXII. and Benedi® XII. in favour of the 
kings of Poland. Can it be fuppoſed, 
that the rightful heirs would have ſuffer- 
ed two pretenders to their eſtates, to have 
pleaded their cauſe ſo long, and before 
ſo many different tribunals, without put- 
ting in their claim? Their filence is not 
indeed a renunciation of real rights; but 
it is ſomething much ſtronger : it is an 
85 abſolute 
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abſobate denial of the exiſtence of thoſe 
rights. 

But the obGreviticn that the 0 of 
the houſe of Brandenburgh to this coun- 
try, remain in their full force and inte- 
grity, is at once ridiculous, and impu- 
pudent: —if that houſe had any rights, it 
ſold them, as you have ſeen, to the 
knights of the Teutonic order: and ſure- 
ly it is not modeſt in the houſe of Bran- 
denburgh, to ſell in one century a pre- 
tended right to an eſtate for a valuable 
conſideration, and in another century. to 
ſet up another claim to the ſame eſtate, 
directly contradictory to, and deſtructive 
of the firſt. 

Laſtly, it is lemonfiubly falſe, that 
the electors of Brandenburgh did ſucceed 
to the dukes of Pomerania, either in qua- 
lity of natural heirs in tail, or remainder- 
men, named in the original grant : or by 
virtue of any grant or donation from the 
lord paramount, or of any compact made 
with the lords feudal, at the time that 
Pomerellia did actually make a part of the 
duchy of Pomerania. 
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The rights of the electors of Branden- 
burgh to the Citerior Pomerania, are not 
founded on any agnation, or conſangui- 


nity whatever; they did not therefore 
ſucceed in quality of natural heirs in 
tail: nor did they ſucceed in quality of re- 


mainder- men named in the original grant: 
for the proof of this, I can cite you what, 
in this caſe, though in few others, muſt 


be conſidered as the moſt unexceptionable 
authority, that of the king of Pruſſia 


himſelf. 

In his Memoirs of the Houſe of 1 
denburgh you meet with the A 
words *: 


Aa the year 1464, Ocho uw. laſt 
« duke of Stettin, died: and the elector 


4 Frederick II. entered into a war with 


ce the duke of Wolgaſt: the reaſon was 
&« this, Lewis of Bavaria, elector of Bran- 
« denburgh, had made a treaty in the 
o year 1338, with the dukes of Pomera- 
* nia, which ſtipulated, that if their 
« line came to be extinguiſhed, Pomera- 


* See edition of 1767, vol. I. p. 14+ 


& nia 
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<* nia ſhould fall to the eleQorate; this 
* treaty had been confirmed by the en- 
e peror: the diſpute however was termi- 
e nated by an agreement in the year 
1464, according to which the duke 
*« of Wolgaſt remained in poſſeſſion of 
« the duchy of Stettin, but became feu- 
e datory to the elector, to whom Pome- 
* rania did eventual homage,” . 
This account proves, Sir, yet again, 
that the dukes of Dantzig did not hold 
their duchy as a fief in tail, with right of 
remainder over to the dukes of Stettin: 
and that the conſequent right, which it 
is pretended the dukes of Stettin had to 
the ſucceſſion of the dukes of Dantzig, 
is a mere invention of the king of Pruſ- 
ſia. For had that right exiſted, neither 
could the electors of the houſe of Bava- 
ria have made the compact of confrater- 
nity, in the year 1338, with the dukes 
of Stettin, nor could the emperor have 
confirmed it :, nor would ſo juſt and diſ- 
intereſted a prince, as the elector Fre- 
derick II. have aſſerted it by force of arms, 
in prijudice to the dukes of Wolgaſt, who, 
WY _ ſuppoſing 
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ſuppoſing the duchy of Pomerania to have 
been a fief in tail, would have ſtood: pre- 
ciſely in the ſame predicament of agnats 
and heirs in tail, to the dukes of Stettin, 
as the dukes of Stettin did to the dukes 
of Dantzig: or, to ſpeak more properly, 


would have been in the ſame degree deſ- 


cendants of the original vaſſal, as were 
the dukes of Stettin, and by conſequence 
muſt have been the remainder- men of 
the dukes of Stettin, and as well as they 
eventual nominees in the original grant. 
It follows, that by the ſame right as the 
dukes of Stettin could put their whole 
heritage, not only extra agnationem, but 
extra cognationem, and convey it away 
to the electors of Brandenburgh, of the 
houſe of Bavaria, who were mere ſtran- 
gers to them, and ſtood in no degree of 
agnation, or conſanguinity whatever, in 
preference to their neareſt agnats the dukes 
of Wolgaſt, Meſtoin, duke of Dantzig, 
could convey a part of his inheritance to 
his nephew, ſon of his ſiſter, in prefe- 
rence to a more diſtant relation of the 
male line. 

In 
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In the next place, Sir, it is equally 
clear from this account, not only that the 
original rights of the houſe of Branden- 
burgh to the duchy of Citerior Pomera- 
nia are not founded on any agnation, eon- 
ſanguinity, fitle of heirs in tail, or re- 
mainder- men, but merely on a compact 
of confraternity : but it js farther proved, 
that this compact, under which they 
claim, was not made at the time that Po- 
merellia formed a part of the duchy of 
Pomerania. It follows therefore, that 
the electors of Brandenburgh, as ſucceſ- 
ſors, and univerſal heirs to the dukes of 
Pomerania, have no right to Pomerellia: 
becauſe ſuppoſing, what I doubt, that 
they could claim any thing more than 
what belonged to the ſucceſſion when 
it became open; yet moſt certainly 
they could not claim any thing which 
had been ſeparated from the eſtate befo 
the compact was made, under which alone 
they claim. Now, Sir, Pomerellia had 
been detached from the duchy of Pome- 
rania forty- three years before the firſt 
compact was made: one hundred and 


twenty- 


= 


— — : N - — 
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—— 
0 


twenty-two years before the houſe of 
Hohenzollern arrived at the electoral dig- 
nity; one hundred and ſixty- nine years 
before any claim was laid to the ſucceflion, 
and before the ſecond compact was made, 
under which the houſe of Brandenburgh 
claimed at the treaty of Weſtphalia ; 
three hundred and forty-two years. before 
the ſucceſſion became open; four hundred 
and ſeventy-ſeven years before the publi- 
cation of the letters patent *. And there- 
fore in the long diſcuſſions concerning 
the right of ſucceſſion to the duchy of 
Pomerania, during the negociations of 
Munſter and Oſnabrug, no mention is 
made of Pomerellia's belonging to, or 
making a part of that ſucceflion : the 
claims both of Sweden and Brandenburgh 


„ Pomerellia was, according to the letters patent, 
detached from the duchy of Pomerania in 1295; the 
firſt compact of confraternity was made in the year 
1338; the houſe of Hohenzollern was promoted to 
the electoral dignity in the year 1417; the elector 
Frederick II. claimed the duchy of Stettin, without 
claiming Pomerellia, in the year 1464 ; the ſucceſſion 
became open in the year 1637; the letters patent were 
publiſhed in the year 1772. 
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being founded on compacts made long 
after Pomerellia was ſeparated from it. 
The claim therefore to Pomerellia'is, 
to all intents and purpoſes, null and void. 
As well might the kings of France lay 
claim to all Germany, Italy, and Catalo- 
nia, as being deſcended from the royal 
Carolingian ſtock. On the ſame founda- 
tion, it is probable, the king of Pruſſia 
will, during the courſe of this ſummer, 
lay claim to the reſt of Swediſh Pomera- 


nia. 


The other portion, Which the king of 
Pruſſia claims as a part of his ancient pa- 
trimony, is that part of Great Poland 
which lies between the Draga and the 
Notee ; which he ſays, * did, from the 
« earlieſt times, belong to the New March 
« of Brandenburgh, and was peaceably 
C poſſeſſed by the margraves of Branden- 
5 burgh till the beginning of the fifteenth 
« century: but in the year 1402 the elec- 
* tor Sigiſmund mortgaged the New 
March to the knights of the Teutonic 
* order, from whom the kings of Poland 
te took it, being at war with the order.“ 

h Now 


U 
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Now here again, Sir, three things are | 
ſuppoſed, and taken for granted; all of 
which are abſolutely and EY 
falſe. 0 

Firſt, it is ſoppoled; "id taken For 
granted, that the elector Sigiſmund did 
only mortgage, and not ſell and alienate 
the New March to the Teutonic order. N 

It is next ſuppoſed, and taken for grant- 
ed, that at the time this elector of the 
houſe of Lutzelburgh did thus mortgage 


| or ſell the New March, the portion in | 
| queſtion did belong to it; and that the 
1 Notee did then form the boundaries be- 
tween Poland and the New March. 
And laſtly, that the Kings. of Po- | 


land did ſeparate and detach this poem 
from the New March. 

With regard to the firſt ſuppoſition, it 
is beyond a doubt, that the elector did 
not barely mortgage, but ſell and alienate 
the New March to the knights of the Teu- 
tonic order. This is evident from a treaty 
made between the king of Poland and 
the knights of the Teutonic order in the 
year 243 63 in 1 which the knights ſpeak. 
of 
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of the New March as belonging to them 
in full and entire propriety, in the fame 
manner as Al mania and Livonia . Should 
the king of Pruſſia appeal from this au- 
thority, we can cite him another, which 
to him at leaſt muſt be unqueſtionable; 
even his own. He exprefsly declares in 
his Memoirs of the Houſe of Branden- 
burgh, that it was ſold : now the letters 
patent were written to colour over, and 
juſtify an act of oppreſſion and violence; 
the Memoirs were written without any 
view of immediate intereſt, drawn from 
the beſt ſources, fays the royal author, and 
carefully reviſed and corrected. His words 
are: La Nouvelle Marche, que Fordre 
% Teutonigue avoit conquiſe ſur Felecteut 
« Jean, & qu'Otton le long avoit rachetee, 
fut de nouveau alende à cet ordre: Sigif- 
mond ayant beſoin d'argent vendit cette 
« province aux chevaliers en 1402 T.“ 
This difference is material. If tlie ele- 
tor had only mortgaged it, then the 
knights, having only the uſe and wo 


Dumont, Corps diplomatique, vol. UI. p. 1 3. 
1 See Memolres, Pp. 9 2 
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could not diſpoſe of the property; but, 


if it was not barely mortgaged, but 


alienated, and ſold, then they had a full 


property in it, and might loſe it, or diſ- 
poſe of it: and if it was conquered from 
them in fair and honourable war, the elec- 
tors of Brandenburgh had no remedy; 
but when they re- purchaſed it, could on- 
ly re-purchaſe what then, at the time of 
this ſecond purchaſe, did actually belong 


to it. The king of Pruſſia therefore 


would gain nothing by proving that this 


diſtrict did belong to the New March at 


the time the elector Sigiſmund, 1 the 
houſe of Lutzleburg, ſold it. 

But in fact it is not true that this diſtrict 
did then belong to the New March. It 


is clear from the treaty above cited, that 
it was to have been added afterwards, but 


did not yet belong to the March; for. it 
is there expreſsly ſaid, that to cut off all 


ſubject of diſpute for the future, the 


Notee ſhall be hereafter taken for the 
boundaries between Poland and the 


| March. — ln poſterum erit medius ter- 


« minus Notes ſive Byrzwennig.“ 
E — 
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Conſequently the kings of Poland'can- 
not be ſaid to have detached or torn away 
this diſtrict from the New March, fince 
it never had been effectually a part of it, 
never had been poſſeſſed by the margraves 
of Brandenburgh ; though it was to have 

been added to the New March by virtue 
of a treaty with the Teutonic order! 

Vou will perhaps tell me, that whilſt T 
a6lvekivying one claim Fam'ſetting up 
another, and a better : for if, according 
to my own argument, the abſolute ſale 
and alienation of the New March to the 
Teutonic order precluded the electors of 
Brandenburgh from all right of recovery 
to what might have been loſt during its 
being in poſſeſſion of the order; by the 
ſame argument it will follow, that when 
the elector repurchaſed it, he acquired a 
right to every thing which the order * 
added to it during the ſame period. 

I allow the conſequence, Sir; it is juſt 
and true: and if no good reaſon can be 
aſſigned why this part of the treaty of 
1436 was not fulfilfed, the king of Prüſſia 
bas, on the footing of my argument, 

* F though | 
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though not on that of his own, as full a 
right to that part of Great Poland as is 
conſiſtent with a preſcription. againſt him 
of more than three hundred years; and 
repeated and general renpnciations of all 
claims on the republic made fiace on 
many ſolemn occaſions. 

But I am apt to think very good rea- 
ſons may be aſſigned why this part of the 
treaty was not fulfilled, The character 

of the elector Frederick II. is a ſtrong pre- 
ſumptive proof of this. The houſe of 
Hohenzollern has roduced ſo few, good 
or honeſt characters, that I ſeize with pe- 

culiar pleaſure this occalion of doing juſ- 
tice to F rederick II. in the very words of 
the royal memorialiſt. Speaking of this 
very tranſaction of re- purchaſing, the 
New March, he ſays of the elector, 
Though he never made an unjuſt ac- 
« quiſition, . yet he knew how to make 
* good his legal rights *.”—From this 
character of the elector, it ſhould ſeem 
that he did not think he had any right to 
the diſtrict in queſtion, or he would have 


* Sec Memoires, p. 14. 
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made it good. In fact the very circum- 
ſtances, under which the order re- ſold 
the March to the elector, explain the 
matter. The knights had refuſed to ful- 
fill their part of the treaty, of 1436, a new. 
wat enſued; the ceſſions to be made by. 
Poland, in conſequence of that treaty, | 
were thereby rendered null; the order 
was actually at war with Poland, at the 
time they re- ſold the New March to the 
elector: it was to ſupport that war they 
ſold it; and the war continued almoſt 
without interruption till the year, 1466. 
This circumſtance would have facilitated 
the electors making good his rights to 
this portion, if indeed it had belonged 
to the New March; but it was to the e- 
lector a proof that his rights to the diſ- 
trict in queſtion were not legal, and that 
it did not belong to the March; and he 
therefore did not make any claim to it, 
direct or indirect, actual or eventual. 
It is no great wonder, that what then 
appeared unlawful and unjaſt to the elee- 
tor, ſhould now appear very lawful and 
very juſt to the king The elector, 


6c (ſays 
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<< (fays the royal memorialiſt) was a 
* prince of probity and honour, not to 
« be ſeduced by any views of private in- 
« tereſt.” Upon the whole, Sir, it ap- 
pears, that the March was not merely 
mortgaged, but ſold, and alienated to 
the Teutonic order, by Sigiſmund of the 
houſe of Lutzleburgh; it is therefore no- 
thing to the purpoſe to enquire what 
were its bounds at that time: the queſ- 
tion is, what were the bounds at the 
time that Frederick II. of the houſe of 
Hohenzollern re-purchaſed it: and it 
appears that its bounds had not been ex- 
tended, though they ought to have been 
ſo, in conſequence of a treaty made with 
the order; but the order having infringed 
their part of the treaty, Poland refuſed 
to make good her part, and give up ter- 
ritories, of which ſhe had been for time 
immemorial in rightful poſſeſſion. 
The reflection therefore of the letters 
patent, that neither the electors of Bran- 
denburgh, nor the knights of the Teuto= - 
nic order, nor the emperors of Germany, _ 
had ever ceded the diſtrict in queſtion, is 
11 juſt 
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juſt as futile and vain as that which cloſed 
the deduction of the pretended rights to 
Pomerellia: neither the houſe of Bran- 
denburgh, nor the Teutonic order, nor 
the emperors, had any right, direct 
or indirect, to this diſtrict, except what 
was founded on à contract, which not 
having been fulfilled on the one part, 
could not be binding on the other. Ac- 
cordingly, neither the elector, who re- 
purchaſed it, a good and juſt, but at the 
ſame time a firm and intelligent prince, 
nor any of his ſucceſſors, his preſent ma- 
jeſty excepted, laid any claim to the diſ- 
trict in queſtion, though it was re- pur- 
chaſed three nn nods * 
5 years ago. 1 8 
Iſhall not tire you, wy with any ar- 
guments in defence of the right of pre- 
ſcription ; I ſhall leave it to your own 
heart to contradict the aſſertion of the 
king of Pruſſia, that this right cannot be 
pleaded among civilized nations: as pa- 
tience in his majeſty's vocabulary fignifies 
an unremitting perſeverance in doing in- 
juries, ſo, I ſuppoſe, his civilized nations 
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* (ſays the royal memorialiſt) was a 


* prince of probity and honour, not to 
« be ſeduced by any views of private in- 
te tereſt. Upon the whole, Sir, it ap- 


pears, that the March was not merely 


mortgaged, but ſold, and alienated to 


the Teutonic order, by Sigiſmund of the 


houſe of Lutzleburgh; it is therefore no- 
thing to the purpoſe to enquire what 
were its bounds at that time: the queſ- 
tion is, what were the bounds at the 
time that F rederick II. of the houſe of 
Hohenzollern re-purchaſed it: and it 
appears that its bounds had not been ex- 
tended, though they ought to have been 


ſo, in conſequence of a treaty made with 


the order; but the order having infringed 
their part of the treaty, Poland refuſed 
to make good her part, and give up ter- 
ritories, of which ſhe had been for time 
immemorial in rightful poſſeſſion. 

The reflection therefore of the letters 
patent, that neither the electors of Bran- 


denburgh, nor the knights of the Teuto- 


nic order, nor the emperors of Germany, 
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juſt as futile and vain as that which cloſed _ 
the deduction of the: pretended rights to 
Pomerellia: neither the houſe of Bran- 
denburgh, nor the Teutonic order, nor 
the emperors, had any right, direct 
or indirect, to this diſtrict, except what 
was founded on à contract, which not 
_—_ been fulfilled on the one part, 
could not be binding on the other. Ac- 
cordingly, neither the elector, who re- 
purchaſed it, a good and juſt, but at the 
ſame time a firm and intelligent prince, 
nor any of his ſucceſſors, his preſent ma- 
jeſty excepted, laid any claim to the diſ- 
trict in queſtion, though it was ge- pur- 
chaſed three bie and) ls LR 
years ago. 1 * 

I ſhall not tire you, Sin with any ar- 
guments in defence of the right of pre- 
ſcription; I ſhall leave it to your own 
heart to contradict the aſſertion of the 
king of Pruſſia, that this right cannot be 
pleaded among civilized nations: as pa- 
tience in his majeſty's vocabulary fignifies 
an unremitting perſeverance in doing in- 
juries, ſo, I ſuppoſe, his civilized nations 

| are 
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| are thoſe who have not the power of re- 
fiſting or reſenting theſe injuries; and to 
ſuch a people few rights indeed are allow- 
ed. I ſhall not trouble you with any re- 
futation of his claims of indemnification 
for non-enjoyment of provinces he never 
had a right to: here he does not put” on 
the ſemblance of reaſon or honeſty. But 
it may be no incurious object to take a 
curſory ſurvey of the treaties and tranſac- 
tions between Poland and the houſe of 
Hohenzollern, or, as he pompouſly ſtyles 
it, the royal and electoral houſe of Bran- 
denburgh, ſince the treaty of Thorn. 
This treaty was concluded in the year 
1466 ; and put an end to the long and 
bloody wars between Poland and the 
knights of the Teutonic order. Words 
cannot be invented clearer or ſtronger 
than are there uſed : the reſpective limits 
of the contracting parties are marked with 
a preciſion that cuts off all diſpute : 
that part of Pomerania now claimed 
by the king of Pruſſia is expreſsly 
named, and deſcribed by its principal, 
| towns 
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towns. Now, fir, what think you of 


the modeſty of the king of Pruſſia? His 


original claim to Pomerellia goes back to 
1295: in the year 1308, a margrave of 


Brandenburgh, to whom the claimant is 


heir, ſeizes Pomerellia, and three, years 
afterwards, ſells it to the knights of the 
Teutonic, order ; z in the year 1454, the 
ſubjects, driven to extremity by the tyran- 


ny of the order, avail themſelves of their 


natural, rights, as you have done in Eng- 
land, and as, no doubt, you would do 
again, ſhould you ever, which Heaven 


forbid, find yourſelves in the ſame ſitua- 
tion, as every people may, and ought to 


do, renounce their allegiancs to ſovereigns 


who had invaded their laws, rights, and 


liberties, and put themſelves under an- 


bother ſovereign. In the year 1466, this 
choice is allowed and confirmed, with 
every poſſible ſolemnity, by the rejected 
ſovereign, to whom too the preſent 


claimant 1 is heir, and in virtue of: that hes 


» See extracts of ii treaty, Appendix, D: 110 ſee a 
copy of the treaty at length, TI Corps diplom. 
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redity alone, holds his kingdom : and 


yet, under pretext of ancient titles, he 


does not bluſh to tell us, he has convinced 
all Europe of his right not only to reclaim 
this territory, but four times as much, 


the palatinates of Culm and Marienburgh, 
with the biſhoprick of Warmia, likewiſe 


for ever aſſured to Poland by this treaty, 
as indemnifications for non- enjoyment of 
that which two of his anceſtors, to both of 
whom he is heir, had for ever given up. 
That it is in virtue of being heir to the 
knights of the Teutonic order that he holds 
his kingdom is clear, unleſs he will rather 


chuſe to ſay, that it is in virtue of a trea- 


cherous robbery of the order: for, in the 
beginning of the ſixteenth century, Albert 
of Brandenburgh, great-grandſon of the 
elector Albert Achilles, became maſter 
of the Teutonic order. He declared war 


againſt Poland; the war ended happily 


for him; for, in the year 152 5, a part of 
Pruſſia was erected into a feudal duchy in 
favour of him and his deſcendants. The 
limits of this duchy are marked out by. 
the principal towns, caſtles, rivers, lakes, 


&c, 
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&c. in the ſame manner as that part of 
Pruſſia, which was for ever appropriated . 


to Poland, had been deſcribed in the 
treaty of Thorn *. Albert immediately 
quitted the habit, croſs, and arms of the 
order, and embraced the Proteſtant reli 
gion ; the ſubjects of his new duchy fol- 
lowed his example. Albert F rederick ſucs 
ceeded to this duchy in the year 1568, 
| whoſe daughter was given in marriage to 
the ele&or John Sigiſmund. Albert Fre- 
derick falling into a ſtate of imbecillity, the 
elector was appointed his tutor, and at the 
death of Albert Frederick, the duchy of 
Pruſſia was united to the electorate. Now; 
fir, this ſame Albert of Brandenburgh, who 
came to the poſſeſſion of the duchy, now 


the kingdom of Pruſſia, as grand maſter 


of the Teutonic order, who in that quality 
made war upon Poland, and afterwards, 


by an act of treachery- worthy of his pre- 


ſent ſucceſſor, appropriated to | himſelf 
and family what had been gained by and 
for the order, obtained the duchy with 
the ſame limits, and under the ſame x re- 

* See Appendix, gh q 
G 2 ſtrictions, 


— 


— — — — _ 
— „ 3 


= =_ — ow” 2 > = * — — - = 1 — i 1 . — 
_ _ = r ny : - £8. n 2 WT — . 5 2 e =p Aru . — puny 
— * — — — — p = 8 = RET... —— — — : N 2 2 2 -< — ͤůZ—m . ——x ng : D 
— —— oe —y—ͤ—— ch. 22 © mg mm rats 2 — — F Is VS. — — — ——— — — — — * — — — — 
— — = awd! . = [SIT . _ — 5 I £1 rs — wR——_—_—_ = 
— Ob er IS t= — — — — — — = - —— — . — —— — — . — 
4 2 — - — — > . - 4 2 > —— — — 2 yo 8 * ws 
- * > 7 LO - = - —_ " 
2 — * 1 - 5 ** 5 E - 8 2 = 2 2 . — 
_— . 82 ” - % : > A ts ” 3 - < — * — 4 7 = _ —_— 
- - _ — 82 8 — 7 — * — * — —_ ” py * 2 q * _ = 2 5 
8 7 — "IE = » —— — 5 6 - 4 r 1 4 4 * * 
2 2 — - — i — TS - — — — bo - — - 5 2 WEE > =, 4 , — 2 
> — by 4 — — 1 pe 2 
Po — 2 ws od 8 r 2 - rw 2 l 
* - X. — — a _ IG — 
r —— N 


On — 
— — 


e — * 
n * 4 
- — 2 I — — —— 
2 — ß r n 2 
— — — — — 0 i Atl 
y r TS az 
h__ n -<; 2 
by — = & 
PIETY 


ND. 
— prot 
— 


er — ——. — . — — — . = * 
— . - IN - _ - l l - - 8 == - — — — — 
— = U -_ _ - — - =_ K . — hd - 50 _ 5 = hy - — 
x . "x" - * > 2 1 — — —— = 2 — — — 2 — toe yew Og! > > — — 
_ * ther», - * - Saree w_ = . * — + _ » - * — * E = = N 
* 0 & _ ww — — — - >. 
. A qe : TO EOS m"__ = — = 
. wes earn SE — 23 —— — Jr * — : EI <A : : _ — 
— 2 5 4. "nets — bo _ - 9 N = — 2 WW L — 5 TS - — _ FAR — >» 8 2 —e— — — v — - - - * — * N = 
E . . — 2 — _ Dae, > 


44 LeTTERS CONCERNING "THE 


ſtrictions, as it had before book granted to 
the order. John Sigiſmund, who united 
the duchy to the electorate, had it with 
the ſame limits, and under the ſame re- 


ſtrictions; the very words of the oath 
taken at his inveſtiture by John Sigiſmund 


prove this : Denique etiam pacta pri- 


% ora antiqua omnia et ſingula, quocun- 
« que tempore a deceſſoribus meis Pruſſiæ 
c dominis aut ducibus ſervabo & imple- 


bo. +” The disjunctive copulative be- 


tween the domini and duces plainly refer 
to thoſe who were in poſſeſſion of Pruſſia 
before it was erected into a duchy, that is 
the knights of the Teutonic order. Here 


then are two other formal renunciations 


to Pomerellia, and to every place com- 
priſed under the name of Poliſh Pruſſia. 

In the year 165 5, a treaty of alliance 
and mutual defence was made between 
Frederick William, elector of Branden- 


I See Letters of Sigiſmund III. king of Poland; 


Letters of John Sigiſmund, elector of Brandenburgh; 


diploma of inveſtiture; -proviſion for the preſervation of 
the rights and liberties of Pruſſia; vath preſcribed to the 
ſubjeQs ; of the new duchy. Dumont, Corps Giplom, 
| ___ V. Partie ii. p. 179—195. 


burg, 
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LY and. the ſtates of Poliſh Pruſſia, in 
the z0th and 38th article of which the 
elector is allowed to put garriſons into 
ſome of the towns of Pomerellia; and in 

the 26th article it is ſtipulated, that the 
war finiſhed, theſe towns ſhall be reſtored 
to Poland abſque ulla prætenſione “.“ 
Here then is another acknowledgement 
that Pomerellia did of n belong to en 
king of Poland. 


This treaty was —_ by FrederickWil- 
la whom the royal memorialiſt calls, 
« The great elector, the honour and 
4e glory of his houſe.” Nor is it to be 
wondered at, that the king is ſo.laviſh 
in his praiſes; he was maſter of his ma. 
jeſty s favourite maxim, 2 il faut &al- 
lier pour ſon avantage:“ and conſe- 
quently not be dupe enough to keep a | 
treaty, that begins to be hurtful to one's 
Intereſt. Accordingly, the very year after 
he had made this treaty againſt the king 
of Sweden, the elector and ſides; : and, 
to ule the words of the _ memorialiſt, 
“ as the Swedes had made him advan- 

Dee this act, Dumont, Corps diplom, Vol. VI. Partie 
it, p. * 
þ 10 tageous 
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« tageous propoſitions, he attached him- 
e 'felf to their fortunes, and concluded at 
% Konigſberg a treaty with that crown, 
by which he recognized himſelf vaſſal 
* of Sweden, and did homage for the 
*« duchy of Pruſſia, on condition that the 
% biſhoptick of Warmia ſhould be ſecula- 
cc rized in his favour*.” Had this elector 
conſidered Pomerellia as a part of his an- 
cient patrimony, he had a fair opportunity 
of making good his claim: for his alliance 
was of infinite importance to Sweden. 
At the latter end of this ſame year 
16 56, a ſecond treaty was made between 
the ſame princes, by which the king of 
Sweden releaſes the duchy of Pruſſia from 
the feudal bond, and erects it into an in- 
dependent ſovereignty ; and fo far was the 
eleQor from imagining that Pomerellia 
delonged of right to him, or that it did 
not belong to the king of Poland, that he 
engages to aflift the king of Sweden in 
foreing the king of Poland to give it up to 
| His Swediſh majeſty, as an indemnifica- 
tion for the expences of the war. The 


* See Memoires, p. II 3. 8 
| words 
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words of the treaty are: ** Serenitas ſua 


- E electoralis zejuſque ſucceſſores legitimi 


« viciſſim virtute fepius dicti articuli VII. 
7 tenebuntur una cum S. R. M. et ejus 
« ſuccefloribus, & regibus, & regno Sueciæ 
** ageri & coopefari, ut Boruſſia regia, Po- 

© merellia, et ed ſpectans Caſſubiæ pars, 
item Samogitia, Semigallia, Courlandia, 
** et Livonia cum ſuis pertinentiis & juri- 
* bus S. R. M. et ejus fucceſforibus, regi- 
e bus, & regno Sueciæ, in ſatisfactionem : 
«a rege & republica Poloniæ magnoque 


% ducatu Lithuaniæ in perpetuum cedan- 


© tur *,” Had the elector had the leaſt 
idea of having. any right to Pomerellia, 
would he not have aſſerted it here, made 
a merit, and acquired greater conſequence 
with his new ally, by yielding his intereſt 
therein, and not have ranked it with other 
undiſputed poſſeſſions of Poland 1 : 
The royal memorialiſt, ſpeaking of the 
elector, ſays: : * the effects of his good 
faith were, that he aſſiſted his allies: 
his good faith Was the well known. fides 


See this treaty, Dumont, Corps Arles Nas 
VI. Partie ii. p. 752. 
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Ponies: : he aſſiſted his allies, If, vou will, 
but he changed his allies as often as a 
common proſtitute changes her lovers. 


This laſt treaty was made with Sweden 


on the 10th of November 16 56: and on 
the 12th of December in the ſame year, 


he made a ſecret treaty with John Caſimir 


king of Poland. For, as the royal memo- 
rialiſt obſerves, it was a maxim with the 
great elector, and adopted ſince by his 


houſe, to prevent the laws of neceſſity, 


* and to yield with a good * to 1 
dictates of his intereſt. 

In the year 1657, was ſigned the treaty 
of Velaw : in which the elector rendunces 
all rights acquired by his treaties with 
Sweden, and particularly on the biſhop- 
rick of Warmia: the king of Poland, on 
his part, releaſes the duchy of Pruflia from 
the feudal tie, and erects it into an inde- 


pendent ſovereignty, ** 1is finibus circum- 


« ſeriptum quibus olim jure feudi poſ- 
„ ſidebatur:” in lieu of vaſſalage the 
elector and his ſucceſſors to be allied with 


the republic «© perpetuo & inviolabile 


„ fœdere:“ never to make alliances with 
h the 
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the enemies of the republic, and renounc- 


ing **plenarie; et abſque ulla reſerva- 


tione,” to all that belonged to Poland“. 
The kings of Hungary, Bohemia, and 
Denmark, together with the States Gene- 
N are guarantees of this treaex. 

During the courſe of this ſame year 
the treaty of Velaw was confirmed at 
Bydgoſc. In the act of ratification the 
king confers upon the elector the diſtricts 
of Bytow and Lavenburgh as fiefs to be 
holden of the crown of Poland: they 
were parts of little Pomerania, or Pome- 
rellia. How came the elector to receive 
this part of Pomerania as a fief revertible 


to the crown of Poland, if indeed he were 


rightful heir to the whole ? 
Stop here a moment, Sir; conſider the 
2 tenor, and force of theſe acts of 


renunciation ; examine the articles re- 


ferred to, and contained in the Appen- 
dix . By the firſt is expreſsly defined 
4. Di 
N. See extracts ſrum tis treaty, Appendix * ang 
ſce a copy of the treaty entire in Dumont, Corps 


diplom. vol. VI. Partie ii. p. . 
. Under the letters D, E, F. 


H. what | 


———— es 
— — 1 
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what is to be underſtood by Poliſh Pruſſia, 
in which Pomerellia is included, to which 
all right or pretenſion is renounced by the 
order, who had bought it of a margrave 
of Brandenburgh, who had violently dif- 
ſeiſed a king of Poland of it. By the ſe- 
cond is particularly marked out what part 
of Pruflia ſhould belong to the houſe of 
Brandenburgh. By the third, an elector 
of Brandenburgh, then duke of Pome- 
rania, renounces fully, and without any 
reſerve, every thing that belongs to Po- 
land: and this ſame elector, duke of Po- 
merania, had, a year before, in a treaty 
with Sweden, declared, that Pomerellia 
did belong to Poland; declared the ſame 
thing in this treaty, and in conſequence 
thereof, evacuated Dirſchau, a town of 
Pomerellia : and, to crown all, makes 
the obſervance of this treaty an engage- 
ment taken in lieu of vaflalage; and 
therefore the eſſential condition, the fine 
qua non, upon, which he and his heirs 
were to hold the then duchy, now king- 
dom of Pruſſia.— Judge after this of the 
modeſty of the man, who can ſet up a 


2 claim 


* 
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claim to Pomerellia four hundred years | 
earlier than theſe acts, and even add, that 
the dukes of Pomerania had never re- 
nounced that claim. Were juſtice alone 
to be conſulted, inſtead of allowing his 
claims, ſhe would pronounce the kingdom 
of Pruſſia, ipſo facto, forfeited ; and, de 
Jure, reverted to the crown of Poland. 

In the year 1669 the war between Po- . 
land and Sweden was terminated by the 
peace of Oliva, As almoſt all the princes 
of the North had been involved in this 
war, either as principals or allies, provi- 
fion was made for the claims of them all. 
Here then was another fair opportunity 
for the houſe of Brandenburgh to pro- 
duce and make good its claims upon Po- 
land, if any ſuch it had; on the contra- 
ry, the ſecond, ſeventh, eighth, and fif- 
teenth articles contain a formal acknow- 
 ledgement, that all the contracting par- 
ties conſidered all the Royal, or Poliſh 
Pruſſia, ſuch as it then was, and ſuch as 
it continued to be till the late uſurpations, 
as belonging of right to the king and re- 
public of Poland. This right is more 

1 particularly 
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else recogniſed by a ſeparate at 
of the eleQtor of Brandenburgh, in which 
he ſtipulates for the independence of the 
ducal Pruſſia according to the treaties :of 
Velaw and Bydgoſc. Had the houſe f 
Brandenburgh had any right to the pro- 

vinces now claimed, the elector would 
not have been filent on them then: ſilence 
at ſuch a moment is a renunciation. All 
the contracting parties, “tam principales 
„quam fzderatz,” guaranty all the 
ceſſions and reſtitutions contained in this 
treaty. It was made by the mediation 
of the crown of France; guarantied by 
that crown, the houſe of Auſtria, the 

crowns of Great Britain and Spain “. In 
the ſeparate act, guarantied by the ſame 
powers, the elector refers the guarantees 
to the treaties of Velaw and Bydgoſc, as 
containing a full deciſion of all his rights 
on the fide of Pruſſia: by this rferencs 
he puts theſe treaties under their guaranty 
and tuition ; and they, by including this 
ſeparate act, and giving it the ſame force 


See mie Georgii Boehmii Acta pacis Oliven- 
Pay Vratiſlaviæ edita 176 3. 


as 
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, 8 if inſerted i in the body 'of the act, do as 
effectually guaranty the treaties there re. 
ferred to, as they do that of Oliva. It i is 
thus the king of Pruſſia himſelf under- 
ſtood it. Speaking of the treaty of Oliva, 
he fays: On e 2 Telecteur le 
* traits de Braunſberg.” Braunſberg is 
the German name for Bydgoſc *: the 
treaty of Bydgoſe was a confirmation of 
the treaty of Velaw. | 
In the year 1699, the elector F rederic | 
III. took advantage (ſays the royal bio- 
* grapher) of the troubles of Poland, and 
*« ſeized upon Elbing to reimburſe him- 
* ſelf for a ſum due from Poland. 4 
The time of payment was fixed by a treaty; 
a crown and certain jewels were pledged 
as a ſecurity to the elector, and it was a- 
greed, that in default of payment he 
ſhould enter on the territories of Elbing. 
The laſt article of this treaty ſays: „Re- 
* Iiqua omnia, omnibus ſublatis ab utrin- 
2 que Pn ee in vigore veterum, 1 


HY 


* See Memoires, p. 129. 
+ See Memoires, p. 220. 


«ex 


z * 
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5e et recentiorum pactorum Velavien hum 
, manebunt *.” 

In the next year this ſame elector ob- 
tained from the emperor the title of king, 
and was thenceforth called Frederick I. 
as elector of Saxony, Auguſtus II. ac- 
| knowledged the title but though Frede- 
rick gave the ſtrongeſt aſſurances to the re- 
public, that by this increaſe of dignity he 
did not mean to lay any claim or form 
any pretenſions on her, ſtill ſhe refuſed 
to acknowledge the title: nor was it ac- 
knowledged till the year 1764; nor 
then till the plenipotentiaries from 
Berlin had declared in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, that their maſter laid no claim, 
formed no pretenfions on Poland: the 
words are; © S. R. M. Boruſſiæ nec eni- 
«© mus nec mens eſt, uſu regil tituli, trac- 
« tatibus & conventionibus inter illam 
« & ſereniſſimam Remp. feliciter exiſt- 
<« entibusquicquid præjudicii afferre: -quin 
<« potius omnium Reip. Jurium æquè ac 
1 „ libertatum.garantiam ſeu tuitionem præ- 


* See this treaty in Dumont, Corps. Diplom, Vol. 
YU, Partie ii. p. 474. 


« ſtabit, 
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> ſtabit, & manu tenebit. The word 


te poſſeſſiones was here omitted, either by 


accident, or deſign; but, in a ſecond act 


drawn up by the republic, and confirmed | 
and figned by the king of Pruſſia's own 


hand, it was ſtipulated, that this acknow- 


ledgment ſhould be“ fine finium regni 


« Poloni imminutione, et quum cætero- 
* rum regionum, tum Prufliz, cum pres 
« dicto regno junctæ, damno: nec non 


10 juribus, titulis, prærogativiſque re- 
ce gum Polonie falvis . — This ſurely 


was a full renunciation of all claims upon 
Poland, either as king of Pruſſia, electot 
of Brandenburgh, or duke of Pomerania: 
Yet now he can tell us he has never re- 
nounced his claims, and that all Europe is 
convinced of the juſtice of them. 

This is the more revolting, as this 
fame king of Pruſſia tells us, that when 
France endeavoured to perſuade his fa- 
ther to ſend a body of troops into Poliſh 


Pruſſia, and ſequeſter it, as he had done 


Swediſh Foineranit, the bing refuſed. it, 


See Lengnich Jus pub. Pol. lib. I. eap. v. ſect. 


Vil „ 


ce becauſe, 
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e becauſe,” ſays the memorialiſt, he 
: | thought it unjuft.*” Should you again | 
i | aſk me, Sir, what could make that ap- 
; | pear juſt to the ſon, which appeared ſo 
| palpably unjuſt to the father, the anſwer 


* muſt again be ſought in the difference of 
[4 | their characters. The late king of Pruſſia 


was the ſecond honeſt man of the Houſe 
of Hohenzollern : I love to do homage 
to rare merit; ſo take his character in the 

words of the royal memorialiſt: He 

knew no other policy than probity ; 
% and was ſo religious an obſerver of his 
« engagements, that neither private in- 
te tereſt nor ambition were liſtened to, 
«© when he was called on to fulfil them.“ 
The notions of the ſon are more enlarged. 
Would you have his picture, Sir? He 
ſhall give it you: it is like him, though 
he drew it for the emperor Leopold. 
He knows no rights but his own; no 
« pretenſions but thoſe of the houſe of 
„ Brandenburg; no other rule of juſtice” 
* but his own pride and ambition.” 
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— In the letters patent the towns of Thorn 


and Dantzig were excepted from the u- 


ſurpations of his Pruſſian majeſty. This 
exteption appeared neceſſary to prevent 
the commercial and maritime powers from 
tiking the alarm. You may judge of the 
importance of the trade to Dantzig by the 
annexed ſtate of its imports, and exports, 
during the year 1771. With regard to 
the trade which Great Britain carries on 
there, you will juſt permit me to add, 
that the Britiſh goods conſumed in Po— 
land and Lithuania are almoſt all ſent by 
way of Dantzig ; that the goods export- 
ed from Great Britain to Poland greatly 
exceed thoſe: ſent from Poland to Great 
Britain; that all Britiſh goods, of what= 
ever denomination, are permitted; that 
the duties upon them are very low; that 
many articles are ſent there, for which 
there 1s no lon gens demand in other coun- 
tries: Poland is, I believe, almoſt the on- 
ly country that imports your ſugars tho- 
roughly refined to the laſt ſtage of that 
manufacture, which it does in large quan- 
tities. The exports from England of to- 
1 . bacco, 
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bacco, manufactured in all its ſpecies, is 
greater to Poland than to any other coun- 
try; Poland conſumes large quantities of 
your woollen goods; it takes from, you 
large quantities of hardware, malt li- 
quors, pimento, ginger, pepper, rice, 
coffee, leather, lead, tin, ſalt, ſea coals, 
&c. it would take large quantities of tea, 
if that trade were free; and large quanti- 
ties of cod and herring from Scotland, if 
that fiſhery flouriſhed. 

As all theſe goods, as well as thoſe 
from other countries, are imported, at 
Dantzig, though conſumed in Poland and 
Lithuania, the king of Pruſſia ſaw that 
the ſeizure of Dantzig would naturally 
alarm - the commercial and maritime 
powers, and he therefore declared it free 
in his letters patent ; reſerving to himſelf 
to reduce that freedom to Nothing hy after- 
manceuvres. 

He knew beſides, Sir, that the rights 
and liberties of Dantzig were guarrantied 
by all the powers of Europe; and that 
not in a ſlight and tranſient manner, but 
by ſuch a * ſucceſſion of acts, as is 
almoſt 


y 
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almoſt unexampled in hiſtory. And he 
did not ſeem to rely ſo much as perhaps 
he might have done, on the ſupineneſs and 
inbeeention of theſe . en 
tee N 
He knew, chat besen whaw this 
rights and liberties of Dantzig had been 
only obliquely, or at moſt but partially 
attacked, many of the. powers in Europe - 
had exerted themſelves in its defence. - 
The States General have on many ocea- 
ſions aſſerted and defended the rights and 
liberties of Dantzig; - It was by their me- 
diation that the 42d article was inſerted 
in the treaty concluded between Den- 
mark and Sweden, in the year 1645, by 
which the rights, liberties, and commer e 
of Dantzig are exprefly ſecured. In the 
wars between Poland and Sweden, they 
ſhewed the ſame attention to theſe objects; 
they concluded a treaty with Denmark for 
the ſame purpoſe, in 1646 ; they aſſiſted 
the town with a fleet and a reinforcement 
to its garriſon, | „ e 
France had ſhewn equal OY to 
„ PR the 
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the intereſts and welfare of the town, and 

that ſo lately as 1716 and 17606. 
R Rufſia had likewiſe guarantied —4 its 
rights, liberties, and privileges repeatedly 
and ſolemnly, in the year 17363 again at 
the acceſſion of the preſent empreſs, and 
more lately in the year 1767. 

I only hint, fir, at a few of the diffe- 
rent acts of guaranty of the other powers, 
permit me to be a little more explicit as 
to thoſe of Great Britain, the rather as 
you ſeem to imagine that the town of 
Dantzig has no other right to reclaim the 
aſſiſtance of your court than what it de- 
rives from the guaranty of the treaty « 
Oliva. 

I ſhall not, like his Pruſſian majeſty, lay 
much ſtreſs upon treaties and tranſactions 
paſt three or four centuries ago, ſuch as 
the treaty concluded in 1436, between 
Henry VI. and the Hanſe towns, among 
which was Dantzig, or that concluded 
in 1474, between Edward IV. and the 
ſame towns, or even that concluded in 
1531 between Charles I. and the town of 
Dantzig in particular. I mention theſe 

only 
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only to prove that the preſervation of the 
rights and liberties of Dantzig has always 
been conſidered as an important object 
rom the firſt moment that commetce 
reared its head in England. But I would 
wiſh to direct your attention to treaties 
more full, explicit, and recent. 
In the year 1655, a treaty was con- 
Auel at Elbing, between Charles Guſ- 
tavus, king of Sweden, and the States Ge- 
neral, to which England, France, Den- 
mark, and the houſe of Brandenburgh ac- 
ceded ; the town of Dantzig is particu- 
. larly and by name included, —*. Civitas 
* quoque Gedanenſis comprehendatur & 
« includatur, quemadmodum hiſce com- 
* prehenditur & includitur, cum omnibus 
“ ſuis juribus, privilegiis, immunitatibus, 
* libertatibus, & legitimè receptis conſue- 
« tudinibus, falva atque integra fide, quam 
«« prædicta civitas regi Poloniæ debet, ita 
* ut ceſſet inter 8. R. M. Sueciæ et civi- 
a tatem Gedanenſem, omnis hoſtilitas. 
And that you may not imagine, the in- 
tention df this treaty was only to ſecure 
the town of Dantzig from acts of hoſtili- 


KS 4 
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ty en the part of the king of Sweden, the 
treaty adds, Proinde neque altiſſime 
* ptæmemorati reges Galliz et Daniæ, 
* Protector Angliæ, Scotiæ, et Hibernie, ö 
« electorque Brandeburgenſis, neque præ- 
fata civitas Gedanenſis ullo modo ab 
* alterutro fæderatorum impedientur in 
© navigatione, atque libero commer- 
« cjorum uſa, in prædictis maribus atque 
fluminibus; ut nec in regnis, dictioni- 

bus, urbibus, dominiis, juribus, atque 
libertatibus ſuis, directè vel indirectè 
« ullum iis incommodum vel injuria 
* nunc vel in poſterum ab alterutro ſæde- 
«© ratorum creabitur®.” The word © fæ- 
« derati” comprehends not only Sweden 
and Holland, but all the princes and ſtates. 
admitted as contracting parties. That 
this interpretation is not arbitrary, nor 
invented to ſerve a particular purpoſe, 
appears from a treaty concluded at the 
Hague, on the twenty-firſt of May, 1659, 
between England, France, and Holland, 
for the purpoſe of forcing the en 


®-Scc this treaty in Dumont, Corps aiplom. Vol. 


VI. Partie ii. p. 147. 
powers 
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powers to make peace: by the ſixth. ar- 
ticle of which they engage * de faite leur 


* poſſible pour mettre en ſa perfection 
* le traité d' Elbing & les clucidations 
4 d'ice- lui; & que lelecteur de Brande 
90 burg & la ville de Dantzig puiſſent 
* jouir des effets de l'incluſion dans le 
« dit traits *.” It appears till, farther 
from another tresty made likewiſe at 
the Hague, in the ſame year, between 
England and Holland, for the ſame pur- 
poſe of reſtoring. peace in the North and 

enforcing the treaty of Elbing; in which 
it is likewiſe ſtipulated, que tous les 
« etats compris dans le dite alliance joui- 
front deſcommgodites et benefices ſtipu- 

* lees dans le dit traité .“ Here the 
| ſtates included in the treaty of Elbing are 
ſtyled © les etats compris dans Ialliance;” 
that is fæderati. The ſenſe of the term 
is preciſely fixed by the very parties in 
the treaty : the elector of Brandenburg 


was one of the parties, agg, * as ſuch, en- 


See this treaty, Dumont, Corps an Vol vi. 
Partie ii. p. 252. 


See ib. p. 260. Aa. Uh 


l "gilghl 
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gaged never to infringe the rights and li- 
berties of the town of Dantzig : —* nec 

tunc nec in poſterum:” England was one 
of the parties, and as ſuch obliged to ſee to 
the execution of it; and engaged herſelf 
ſo to do by two other treaties made after- 
wards. FE 

I have already mentioned the treaties 
of Velaw, Bydgoſc, and Oliva; to en- 
force the execution of which the king of 
Great Britain did, as guarantee, and at 
the defire of the king of Pruffia, again 
engage himſelf by the firſt ſeparate article 
of the treaty concluded at Hanover, in 
the year 1725, between Great Britain, 
France, and Pruſha *. , 25 

In the year 170%, Queen Anne con- 
cluded a treaty with the town of 
| Dantzig, by which, among other pri- 
vileges, the Engliſh are allowed to have 
magazines of their own, and there to 
"_ their goofs as oy as they pleaſe, 


* See collection of treaties,  Jediemted to Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, in four vols. 8vo. Lond. 173 2. Vol. 
IV. p. 150. See alſo 1 Recueil hiſtorique, Vol. 
II. p. 189. | | | 
and 
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and fell them when the price is moſt ad- 


aniägeeus 4e thew 4 à privilege? Us 


lieve, not common in many ports; at 
leaft at Riga, I know, the factors; muſt 


either ſell, or re-export their merchan- 
diſes in fourteen days! they are allow-- 


ed by the ſame treaty, at certain ſeaſons, 
to ſell their goods to ſtrangers; as — 
as citizens; ſo that every poſſible me- 
thod is taken to enable the Britiſh mer- 
chant to diſpoſe of his goods to the beſt 
advantage: By the ſame treaty it is ſti- 
pulated, that no advantages ſhall hereaf- 
ter be granted to any other nation; with- 
out being at the ſame time, and ipſo 
facto, communicated to the Engliſh “. 

All the privileges granted to the town 
of Dantzig; and reciprocally thoſe grant- 
ed by the town to England, are again 
confirmed by the 13th article of the trea- 
ty of Utrecht. And though this article, 
as well as the treaty of Queen Anne, may 
be thought to contain only aſſurances of 
mutual privileges in matters of commerce, 


See other extracts from this treaty, Appendix, L 
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yet moſt certainly they imply alſo * 
ſurances of protection on the part of Eng- 
land, ſo far forth, as is neceſſary to ſe- 


cure the town from being deprived of the 


enjoyment of theſe privileges by any acts 
of external violence. This is the inter- 
pretation always put on all the treaties of 
commerce made with the Hanſe towns. 
But farther : fo late as the year 1767, the 
empreſs of Ruſſia made a treaty with the 
town of Dantzig z of which I. ſend you 


an authentic tranſlation *. You will there 


find the following words.—* Moreover, 


« as it 1s our intereſt that the faid city of 
« Dantzig ſhould remain in its preſent 


<« ftate, without any change, we do re- 
« new to the ſaid city our moſt gracious 
ec guaranty; promiſing effectually to protect 
« the ſame againſt all and fingular preten- 
© ſions and demands whatever, now made, 
te or hereafter to be made upon it: and& 
te ever willingly to grant our ſtrongeſt | 


© interpoſition towards fully ard entirely 


* maintaining it in all its rights, liber- 
* ties, privileges, cuſtoms, religious or 


*® Sec Appendix, K. 


« eivil 
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civil; and ſpecially in the poſſeſſion of 
te its territories and lands; in its right of 
ov navigation, commerce, port, coinage, 
ce and garriſon, without any diminution 
* thereof.” There is a pleaſure ingread- 
ing the public acts of her Czarian ma- 
jeſty, they are ſo clear, ſo full, ſo ex- 
preſſive; truth itſelf ſeems to guide her 
pen. Her majeſty goes on: * Should it 
<« ſo happen, which God in his mercy 
ge avert, that the preſent diſſenſions about 
*« the rights of the Diſſidents ſhould 
* bring on a war, the ſaid town being a 
60 part of the Diffidents, ſhall, provided 
* it join the good cauſe, be protected by 
© us. And moreover, ſhould the city, 
te in conſequence of theſe troubles, ſuſ- 
© tain any injury either in its goods, 
% chattles, or reyenues, ſhould any in- 
« fraction be made of its rights, at the 
4 pacification, not only reparation ſhall 
« be. made for the injuries ſuſtained, but 
« all its rights and privileges ſhall be 
* again moſt ſtrongly. Snot not 
a; only by us, but alſo b y all the other. 

S :M * high 
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r high powers engaged with us in the 
t cauſe of the Diſſidents.“ 

Now, Sir, the king of Pruflia — 4 
that he was one of the powers engaged 
with the empreſs in this ſame cauſe of the 
Diſſidents. He knew too, that 1 in the act 
eited in my laſt, not only Denmark and 
Sweden, but Great Britain too was de- 
clared a party in this cauſe : and he hard- 
1y preſumed enough upon the tameneſs 
of your court, to imagine, that you would 
ſee this treaty violated, and, in contempt 
of it, Dantzig ſeized with impunity. It 
was natural to reaſon thus. Either Ruſſia 
made this plain and ſtrong uſe of the 
name of Great Britain, with the conſent 
and authority of the court of Great Bri- 
tain; and in ſuch caſe that court will 
think itſelf bound to fulfil a guaranty ſo 
full and expreſſive, made ſo lately and 
ſolemnly; or Ruſſia took this ſtep without 
the knowledge and authority of the court 
of Great Britain; and in ſuch caſe the 
honour of that court will require, that 
Ruſſia do fulfil engagements, to which 
ſhe has made Great Britain a party, who 
4 | RO" 
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certainly will not ſubmit to ſo groſs ag 
affront, as being made, without her 
knowledge, the tool of oppreſſion. - 17 
But though theſe conſiderations were 
ftrong enough to prevent the king of Pruſ- 
fia from coming immediately to oyert acts 
of violence, they were not of weight ſaf- ? 
ficient to prevent his reſolution of under- 
mining and. annihilating thoſe liberties 
he pretended to reſpect. 1 
He began by ſeizing on the territories | 
of the town, under pretence of their hav- 
ing been formerly parts of Poliſh Pruſſia; 
and though alienated and ceded to the 
town by the kings of Poland, yet he de- 
clared theſe alicnations void, becauſe | 
having been made at a time, that the 
province and town were under the ſame 
prince, the reaſons of making them ceaſ- | 
ed, now they were fallen under the do- ; 
minion of different maſters. Upon this 
pretext he ſeized upon the little iſland of 
Holm, the peninſulas of Hela and Legan, 
a ſuburb called Scheidlitz ; another called 
Scharpau the diſtri of Nehring. and 
the canal called the Tahrwaſſer. He 
| had 
f FN 


140 F.1 
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Had already ſeized, as parts acknowlegs 


ed to belong to Poliſh Pruflia, an angle 


of the port called Pubziger-Winkel, the 


fabutbs of Dantzig, called Scotland, 
Hoppenbruch, Holland; a little town 
called Stoltzemberg, a village called 
Lavgfaubre; the abbey of Oliva, with all 


its dependencies. By theſe ſeizures he 


commands the town, being maſter of all 
the heights around it, of its gates, works, 
and harbour: upon the ſame principle 
he clatmed and ſeized all the port-du- 
es. | 
l And here he behaved with un paralleled 
inſolence to Great Britain, and all the 
powers trading to Dantzig; for he height. 
ened the duties upon all. goods exported 
and imported, which is a direct breach of 
the firſt and ſecond articles of the treaty 
with queen Anne, in which it is ey 
ſtipulated, that the duties ſhould remai 
as they were then fixed, and Britiſh 106 
be ſubject to no other payment what- 
ever . I know his miniſters · deny this, 
and even pledge their maſter's honour in 
0 Appendix, I | 
ſup» 
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ſupport of it: the merchants books will 
prove the truth of my aſſertion; and I am 
apt to think, moſt people will lock upon 
them as better vouchers than his Pruſſian 
majeſty's word of honour: To mention 
only two inſtances; the duties upon to- 
bacco are augmented ſo highly, that they 
amount to a total prohibition ; under the 
name of port-duties, he inſiſted on the | 
Britiſh nation's paying certain monies, =_ 
which had never been paid either to the 
kings of Poland or the town, but ſolely to 
truſtees appointed by the factory for parti- 
cular national purpoſes. He publiſhed arr 
edi&, attributing the excluſive right of the 
importation and exportation of ſalt to the 
veſſels of a new maritime company; in 
direct contradiction to the ſame treaty, 
which allows the Britiſh merchants to ex- 
port and import it in Britiſh bottoms. 
He erected another compatiy, to which he 
attributed the excluſive commerce of wax: 
He forced the Britiſh merchants to pay 
all the duties immediately, and before the 
' ſhips entered into the harbour, -refufing 
not only the joint ſecurity of the.conſul 
| and 
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and nation, but even the requeſt” of the 
Eonſul to accept a depoſit of the money; 
till he could receive ofders from his 
court, though, by the ſame treaty, it is 
expreſly ſtipulated, that the Britiſh mer- 
chants be allowed to give ſceurity for the 
paymenits. 


The town of Daiitzig, attacked in pri- 


vileges eſſential to it exiſtence; publiſhed 
a deduction of its rights, drawn from au- 
thentic records. The king of Pruſſia 


ſeized with eagerneſs this opportunity of 
drawing off the attention of the other 


courts of Europe from the main point of 


view; and taking it for granted, that his 
feizures in Poliſh Pruſſia were recognized 
to be juſt and lawful, ſets off from thence, 
aid attempts fo refute the deduction of 
Dantzig. The magiſtrates are actually 
employed in drawing up a reply to this 
pretended refutation. But ſurely the con- 
teſt is no longer equal ; his rights are 
founded on a falſe ſuppoſition that the 


ſeizure of Poliſh Pruſſia is legal; and, that 
ſuppoſed, they are to be proved by the 
records of the abbey of Oliva; but that 


abbey 
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* 


abbey and thoſe records are in his poſſeſ- 
ſion; and how eaſy will it be for bim to 
make them ſpeak any language he pleaſes? 
to make them vouch whatever his intereſts , 
require ? He, who has been ſo often, and 
ſo lately, convicted of coining falſe money, 
may, without diſreſpect, be ſuppoſed cap- 

able of producing forged records. 
Beſides, fir, how contemptuouſly fbeyes 
his Pruſſian majeſty may ſpeak of the 
Britiſh councils and miniſtry, we arc per- 
ſuaded, they will treat with the ſcorn it 
deſerves an attempt to reſtrain the extent 
of. the guaranty of their court by muſty 
records or falſified documents. Great Bri- 
tain did not guaranty the walls of a town, 
but a place which was to be a general 
mart for her goods, from whence a great 
and extenſive kingdom was to be ſupplied 
with her manufactures and merchandizes; 
the ſpirit of ſuch a guaranty requires that 
ſhe ſhould ſecure to the town all that is 
neceſſary to this end. Were the claims of 
the king of Pruſſia upon theſe diſtricts of 
Poland authenticated, ſtill ſhe would have 
a right to infilt on his ceding every thing ä 
L ne- 
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neceſſary, to this end; with how much 
ſtronger reaſon, ſince thoſe claims are re ſeen 
to be falſe; and ſuppoled? F 
Not only the proſperity, but the very 
exiſtence of Dantzig, as a free commer- 
cial town, is at an end, unleſs it be in- 
dependent, abſolutely and: altogether in- 
dependent of the king of Pruſſia; its com- 
merce cannot ſubſiſt unleſs i it has the full 
and excluſive ſovereignty over the har- 
bour; unleſs he relinquiſhes not only the 
territories belonging to the town, but 
many of his other ſeizures, in Poliſh Pruſ- 
ſia, and eſpecially the places, which, I 
| have told you, command the town; un- 
leſs the navigation on the. Viſtula be free 3 
unleſs proviſion be made againſt the im- 
oſition of new duties, cuſtoms, or ex- 
ciſes on the goods coming to, or going 
from Dantzig, by land, or water; unleſs 
it be put out of his power to turn the 
courſe of the Viſtula into the Rogut: nor 
perhaps would all theſe precautions put 
your, commerce on the ſame, advantage- 
ous footing it was before: moſt certainly 
they Will not, unleſs at the ad time 


you 
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you reſtrain the vſurpations of the three 
_ powers. It is not enough to ſeeure the 
 repolitory of your goods, the channels of 
_ conſumption muff be preſerved: with- 


out conſumers there can be no purchaſ= 
fers: if thoſe who ſhould purchaſe arg. 
irretrievably impoveriſhed, or fall under 
new maſters, what demands can you ex 


pect? Vou will find a wide difference bez 
tween the quantity of goods and mer- 
chandiſes conſumed in the countries vc- 
cupied by Auſtria, Ruſſta, and Pruſſia, 


and thoſe conſumed in the ſame countries; 


while they were under the Poliſh govern< 
ment: your goods will no longer reach 
the countries occupied by the two for- 
mer; and many will be prohibited i in the 


tatter. Under the Pruflian government 


it is not poſſible there ſhould be many 
wealthy ſubjects: in Poland there were 


many: their riches atoſe from agrieul- 


ture: there was ſcaree a manuftctory in 
the kingdom: and neither the genivy 6f... 
the people, nor the ſitüation of the con- 
try, made it eaſy to etablich them for a 


century at leaft; 


*. 
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But the mere loſs of one lucrative 
branch of commerce is not the only evil 
Great Britain has to fear from the ſeizure 
of Dantzig. A new commercial and ma- 
ritime power will be formed. Nor can 
you, I think, be the dupe of that com- 
mon opinion, that Pruſſia being a mili- 
tary government, commerce cannot flou- 
riſh there: this is arguing from the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the kingdom to another very 
different one: with his views of ambi- 
tion, it was neceſſary to eſtabliſh a mili- 
tary government; it was neceſſary that 
his military eſtabliſhment ſhould be out of 
all proportion with his civil force: in a 
word, it was neceſſary that he ſhould con- 
tinually make unnatural efforts; how 
elſe could he hope to make ſuch acquiſi- 
tions? But allow him to acquire a little 
more, and his military eſtabliſhment will 
be no longer diſproportionate, his ſitua- 
tion will at once be eaſy and natural: 
and what ſhould hinder him then from 
applying himſelf to commerce and navi- 

zation? He will be ſoon able to ſurmount 
diffculties, which were inſurmountable 
| even 
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even to Lewis XIV. The materials of 
building are at hand and cheap; he has 
not the watchful eye of a jealous neigh- . 
| bour to fear; workmen may be eaſily de- 5 
bauched ; he is rich; wood, that, if lam 
well informed, has been preparing theſe 
two years in Sileſia, for your navy, and 
under the direction of your artificers, may 
be appropriated, and the artificers compel- 
led to ſerve him. He has a thouſand ad- 
vantages, which people do not, or will 
not attend to. So apt are we to conſi- 
der that as impoſſible, which is only dif- 
ficult; as impracticable, what has never 
been properly attempted. 35819 
The failure of two attempts, the eſta- 
bliſhing of an India and Levant .com- 
pany, prove nothing againſt my argu- 
ments: he was not then what he will be 
now. In the mean time men are blind 
to what he has done for the interior com- 
merce and manufactures of home con- 
ſumption, with all his diſadvantages of 
2 confined country and a too numerous 
army, eſpecially in the manufactures of 
woollen, goods, and hats, with which 
he 
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he ſupplies not only his own army and 
ſuhjects, but even many of the _ 
bouring patts of Germany. 
Vou have now, I think, Sir, a pratty 
good idea of his Pruſſian majeſty's con- 


duct with reſpect to us: he goes back 


five hundred years to find out the ſhadow 


of aclaim to two diſtricts; this claim, tho' 


evidently groundleſs, he ſuppoſes well- 
founded; he then concludes,» that, by 
way of indemnification for non-enjoyment 
of what never belonged to him, he may 
add to his ſeizures another tra& of land 
three times as extenſive: though before 
his claims were avowed, his robberies 


and pillages were fo enormous, that they 


would have purchaſed his marquiſate, 
and electorate: but there he ſays, his 
claims ceafe: he renounces all farther 
pretenfions. Scarce is the renunciation 
pronounced, when he repents of it: and 
adds the extenſive and fertile province of 
Cujavia; ſeizes on the territories of 

Thorn, ſummons the town to do him 

homage, though expreſsly exceptec 
from his uſurpations in his own mani- 
— 1 ; feſtoʒ 


\ — 
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\ 


feſto; ſeizes the territories, revenues, 


in the kingdom, though likewiſe ex- 


preſely excepted from his uſfurpations in 
his on manifeſto; augments the duties, 
erects new exciſes, eftabliſhes monope 
lies, affronts our friends and Ales, by 


ſtopping their ſhips, and annulling their 


privileges, and then ſends his miniſters. 
to aſſure your court and others, that theſe 
allegations are not true employs agents 


at Pillaw and Königſberg to perſuade 
your manufacturing towhs that theft 
trade will not ſuffer; and aſſures all Bu- 
rope in a public declaration, that he has 
nothing in view in all he does, but to 


put the trade of the town, on a more flou - 
riſhing footing. For ſo he cloſes his pre- 
tended 3 of the __ of — 


** 


only 


I think I have now, Sir, acquitted | 
myſelf: of my original promiſe: I thin 
1 have proved what I aſſerted. in my t 
Letter, that of the ſix. propoſitions, into 
which the firſt: joint- manifeſto of the 
three: courts. was retucible,: the two firſt 
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only appear, to be true, and the reſt a con+ 

tinued tiſſue of artifice and falſhood. 
Permit me, however, to intrude a little 
ern on your patience, while I venture, 
though with diffidence, to hint my, ideas 
of the extent of his Pruſſian r 8 * 

ſent plan. 

If you conſider with a attention the A 
of the houſe of Brandenburgh from the 
time of the margrave Albert to this hour, 
by what various pretences it has augmented 
its domains; firſt a feudal duchy torn from 
Poland; then that duchy erected into an 
independent ſovereignty ; then new terri- 
tories. added to it; on another fide, the 
duchy of Cleves, the counties of Marck 
and Ravenſberg, the biſhopricks of Min- 
den and Camin, together with the eaſtern 
part of Pomerania acquired by the treaty 
of Weſtphalia; the better half of Swediſh 
Pomerania acquired afterwards ; the ſeiz- 
ure of Sileſia by the preſent king; the 
duchy of Pruſſia erected into a kingdom; 
that kingdom now more than doubled; 
almoſt all the rivers which empty them- 
ſelves into the Baltic ſecured to him ;--- 
you 


4 
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you mut allow that this houſe has pur- 
ſued a plan of aggrandiſement with a Poet 
ſeverance and ſucceſs that ought to engage 
the attention of every ſtate in Europe. 
r you conſider farther the ſueceſſive in- 
creafe of his military eſtabliſhments, and | 
the phyſical impoſſibility of long main- 
taining ſuch a vaſt ; army without extend- 
ing his domains; ; if you obſerve how 
many new levies he is raiſing in his new 
bſurpations, though his army was already 
much ſuperior to any reſiſtance he could 
fear from that quarter. * you will not 
find it difficult to believe, that he means 
now to put the finiſhing ſtroke to the fa- 
bric he and his anceſtors have been rear= 

ing ſo long; that he means now to ac= 
compliſh the advice his grandfather ſeem- 


ed, he ſays +, to give his poſterity in 


* At the death of the great elector, in 1688, his 
army conſiſted of 28, ooo effective men; at the death 
of Frederick I. in 1713, of 30,000 ; at the death of 
Frederic II in the year 1740, of 72,000 ; in the year 
1771, of ſomething more than 200,000 ; and ſince the 


publication of the infamous treaty of pattition, be has 
added about 40,000. * 


+ See Memoires, p. 216. 
AC- 
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acquiting the "regal dignity - 425 14 have 
* acquired you a title, render yourſelves 
re worthy of it ; I have lald the founda- : 
ce tion of your grandeur, it is yours, to 
40 bring the work to perfection.“ The ſa- 
gacity of prince Eugetie will then, though 
too late, be admired, who looking for- 
ward to the probable conſequences of that 
act, ſaid, „the Emperor ought to have 
40 hanged the miniſter who gave the per- 
« nicious advice of conſenting to the erec- 
#« tion of this upſtart royalty *.“ 

"But may we not ventute to go a little 
farther? Will it be too much to ſay, that 
a little attention to the manner in which 
he ſets forth his claims upon Poland, to 
his conduct fince, to that of his allies, to 
the ſituation and motions of the Auſtrian 
and Ruſſian troops, will give us almoſt a 
clear infight into his future plans? 

Upon reading over the abridged dedue- 
tion of his rights, you muſt have remark- 
ed, that of two, both indefenſible, 
grounds of claim, he has choſen the 
worſe, the more nene e leſs 


* Sce Memoires, p. 228. 


tenable. 


* 


Had: he claimed Pomerellia 


\PapSENT. Stars oF por a AND. 83 


tenable. 


and what. he calls a portion of the New 


March, as ancient parts of the poſſeſſions 
olf the, Teutonic,order, his claim would 


HS 2 $3 


have been indefenfible, becauſe refutable 


by many recent treaties ; but in Mt: he 


would have ſtoqd upon no worſe grou 
than his allies; he would not have had 


the additional. abſurdity of elaiming in 


right of anteceſſors, to whom what he 
claimed had never belonged. Theſe diſ- 
tricts did once belong to the order; 
but neither did Pomerellia ever belong t to 
the dukes of Stettin, nor the part of 
Great Poland ſituate between the Draga 
and the Note, to the margraves of 
Brandenburgh, in virtue of being heir 


to whom, he claims them: he would 
not have been reduced to the ſhameleſs 


effrontery of demanding indemnifications. 
That his original deſign was to claim 
them as parts of the poſſeſſions | of · the 
Teutonic order appears more than pro- 
bable : : for before the ſeizures were for- 
mally made, medals were ſtruck to com- 


memorate the approaching event; edicts ; 
Ma... were 
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a were drawn up to regulate the courts of | 
juſtice ; * the legend of the medals is, 
. Regno redintegrato * in the edlets 


Poliſh Pruffia 1 is ſtyled, «hh partie rein- 


AL corpotee, et reunie au Royaume de 
«Profle ;* both which Phraſes plainly 

ſeem to found his rights on the qointy of 
ſucceſſor to the Teutonic order. | 


What then could tempt him to charge 


bis plan, and adopt a claim ſtill more un- 


tenable? Two reaſons have been aſſigned; 
the one, that it was eaſier for him to en- 
velop the ſubject i in the obſcurity of anti- 


quity; and this perhaps may have had its 
weight. Hiſtory can give but little in- 
ſight into the genealogy of petty princes of 


Pomerania, their reſpective portions, ri igh ts, 


and family agreements; or into the tranſ- 
actions of obſcure, inſignificant counts 
of Hohenzollern, whoſe names had hard- 
ly made their way beyond the limits of 
their own farms, five hundred years ago. 
The other reaſon afſigned is, that by 


putting his claims upon this footing he 


was leſs likely to alarm his neighbours 


and allies: had he pretended to claim as 
ſucceſſoꝶ 


T 
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ſucceſſor to the order; he muſt, to have 
been conſiſtent, have carried his preten- 
fions farther, and demanded Courland, 
and Semigallia, Eſthonia and Livonia, 
for they too were anciently poſſeſſed by 
the order; the eyes of Ruſſia and Auſtria 
would then have been opened too ſoon, 


and before he was in a ſituation of main- 


taining his pretenſions againſt them. 
Every one muſt judge for himſelf, Sir, 
of the degree of weight due to this rea- 


ſon; and whether the king of Pruſſia re- 


nounced his firſt plan of defence witlr the 


real hope of deceiving Auſtria and Ruſſia, 


or only with a view of furniſhing them 
with a pretext for ſaying, they were de- 


ceived, and had no apprehenſions beyond | 


the letter of his declarations. To me it 
appears impoſſible to believe that they 
are really deceived by this ſhallow arti- 
fice. I ſhould think rather, that what- 
ever they may pretend, they are convinc- 
ed his deſigns go much farther: and that, 
to reconcile them to this idea, he has held 
out to them a great, and extenſive plan, 
in which each may have a diſtinct object, 


all 


* 
1 
2 
11 
17 3 
+ & 
1 4 
3 - 
J 
„ 
3 
+ 
i 
1 „ 
5 
0] 
nn 
1 
1 
* 
5 
f _ 
1 
3 
o 
4 
* 
[7 
* 


u 
5 
i 
I 
+ 
Fx 
k 
; 
. 
N 


86 LETTERS: CONCERNING TIE 


all perfectly conſiſtent, and where coo 
quently the ambition of each may be far 
pisfied without claſhing or interfering. © 

1 know this is contrary to common 
opinion; I know it js generally ſaid, that 
the three powers cannot long agree, that 


they muſt ſoon quarrel, and che Auer 


diſſolve of itſelf. 
Once a thing is advanced, which car. 
ries with it an air of probability, it is 


repeated ſo often, that at laſt it ſeems to 


have the reflected approbatiop of all the 
world; though perhaps of the thouſands 
who aſſert it, no two have examined the 
meaning of what they ſay, This yery 
war affords us more than one example of 
this. When it was firſt ſzid that Rufſia 
would ſend a fleet into the Morea, the 
deſign was pronounced by ſome one 
romantic, and impoſſible; the aſſertion 
was caught, and flew from one country 
to another as an incontrovertible deciſion: 
the fleet was ordered, and, thanks to 


Great Britain, arrived, and did wonders. 
It was next aſſerted, that Ruſſia would 


| be ruined by her very ſucceſſes; that her 


finances 
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Halle were natrow, and het reſources 
few;. every campaign it was repeated, 
that che could not poſſibly find either 
men or money for another; I have 1 5 
this confidently aſſerted in Poland, 

Vientia, at Berlin, at Dreſden, at Neal. 
fels, at Paris, and lately in letters from 


London; yet have her efforts been gteater 


Evety freſh campaign than the preceding; 
yet during this whole war has ſhe been 


at mote expence in the purchaſe of li- 


braries, ſtatues, pictutes, jewels, antiques, 
and i in the encouragetnent of every art, 


that any other prince in Europe, of 


whom modern hiſtory ſpeaks, except 
| only Lewis XIV. Mow 1 am apt to think, 

ir, this affertion, that the N55 powers 
mut ſoon and inevitably quarrel, is juſt as 


fubject to reſtrictions and doubts as the | 


other two: ſo long as their deſigns feern- 
ed directed to the ſingle object of the 


partition of Poland, that aſſertion was 
probable: but ſhould they, as I imagine, - 
have propofed to themſelves three diſtinct 


and not inconfiſtent objects, ſhould the 
ſelaures in Poland be 1 preludes to 


the 


— — Ä 
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the great plan, and made, among other 4 
ends, to bring them near enough to co | 
operate with greater eaſe ; then, I appre- 
hend, their quarrels and rupture : are : nei⸗ 
ther ſo near, nor fo certain. 146 | 
Allow me to go for a moment oh \ this 
| ſuppoſition, that they have propoſed | 
each a great and ſeparate object: that the 
object of Ruſſia is the free navigation on 
the Black Sea, and the Boſphorus, the 
acquiſition of one or more iſlands in the 
Archipelago, and by conſequence a ſhort 
and ſure navigation to the Mediterranean; 
theſe were known to be the favourite 
objects of Peter the Great, arid of the 
war of 1737, and have always been ſup- 
poſed the objects of the preſent war, | 
Let us ſuppoſe the objects of Auſtria to 
be the conqueſt of Belgrade, Servia, Bul- 
garia, Moldavia, and Wallachia: the 
houſe of Auſtria has long wiſhed to be 
in poſſeſſion of the Lower Danube ; and 
therefore in this light, as well as on o- 
ther accounts, theſe acquiſitions would 
be important. The poſſeſſion of the 
coaſts, ports, and towns on the Baltic is 
2 clearly 
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clearly and avowedly the object rn. at 

by Pruſſia. 42 8 hans 
The hw a ahold s this, 

plan has been traced out by Pruſſia, and 


adopted by the other two powers, carries 
nothing abſurd, or romantic in the idea. 

And this ſuppoſition, and to my under- 

ſtanding this alone, can explain the ob- 

liquities, and otherwiſe | ſeeming contra- 
ditions; in the declarations. and AE 
of the three powers. 


The ſeizures. made by Pruſſia ; in Po- | 


land are, in point of importance, ſo much 


ſuperior to thoſe made by either of the 


other two, that it is not poſſible to ſup- 


poſe them blind to it, or ignorant that 


; 


by ſuch a diviſion; their relative force is 


diminiſhed: they cannot therefore be ſe- 


rious in the excuſe they make your court 
and others, that their ſeizures in-Poland 
are made only to counterballance thoſe 


of Pruſſia. Had this been their defign, | 


they ſhould have accelerated the. peace 


with the Porte, and united againſt him 
inſtead of that they ſuffer him to go on 
increaſing his _uſurpations ; Auſtria in: | 


A | — 
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creaſes her's, ſo as to facilitate the mareh 

| of her troops towards Choczymy'and ſex 
cure them places of retreat; the Ruſſian 
troops retire, ſell their magazines to 
Auſtria, whoſe troops advance toKami- 
niec, on the one ſide, and are reinfore- 

_ edat Semlin on the other: ſo far from 
accelerating the peace with the Porte, 
every new conceſſion is followed by a 
new demand: the troops of Auſtria, from 
their preſent poſition, can immediately 
march by three different routes into Tur- 
ky: Ruſſia may then collect, and employ 
her whole force in ſecuring Azow, and 
Oczakow, ſeizing upon Taman and 
Gegnicale, and making therſelf miſtreſs 
of the ſtreights of Zabache; whilſt her 
fleet at the Dardanelles cuts off the com- 
munication between Conſtantinople and 
the provinces of Egypt, &c. The king 
of Pruſſia may force Dantzig to ſurren- 
der, ſeize upon Swediſh Pomerania; and 
if the defigns of Ruſſia ſucceed in their 
full extent, obtain perhaps by treaty Li- 
vonia; or ſhould ſhe fail in her under- 
priced he —_ turn x about, ſeek other 
alliances, 
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by 
) * 
” 


as he goes hv ee Counland, 
and Semigallia. 

This — 402 Sega farther juſtified 
by the anſwer, which, I am told, and 
1 believe upon credible authority, the 


court of Peterſburgh made lately to an 


application from your court, concerning 


the guaranty of 1767 „That ſhe was 


ready to join in ſecuring the rights of 
6 < Dantzig, ſo far forth as they were con- 
« ſiſtent with the pretenſions of a third 
«© power.” Am anſwer, to ſpeak of it in 
the gentleſt terms, at any rate diſoblig- 
ing, but totally unmeaning, unieſs to 
make Pruſſia maſter of the Baltic be one 
object of the triple alliance. It is far- 
ther juſtified by a declaration made, as 
I am, and. believe credibly, informed, 
by Auſtria: That ſhe was ready to 
« join in any plan to circumſcribe the 
« uſurpations of Pruſſia, provided Ruſſia 
© would do the ſame.“ It is farther juf- 
tified by that air of triumph, with which + 
1 am told a Ruſſian miniſtet lately ſpoke 
of the little influence your court has: at 
l N 5 the 


alliances, and take it by force, ſeizing 
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the Porte, and the contempt into which, 
he ſays, your ambaſſador there is fallen. 
It is farther juſtified by the pains _ to 
draw Sweden into a wa. 
{You will perhaps ſay, that the 1 is 
ſo vaſt and comprehenfive, that an attempt 
to carry it into execution muſt overſet 
them. It may be fo; but remember, fir, 
and all the events of the preſent war are fo 
many ſtrong proofs of it; that great deſigns 
cannot be defined or regulated by the little 
rulestof vulgar calculation. . 
But what is to overſet them, if the wy 3 
powers moſt intereſted in preventing the 
ſucces of ſuch a plan, and who alone can 
prevent it, inſtead of uniting againſtiit, do 
all in their power to inſure it ſucceſs ? 
That they hitherto have ſeemed at leaſt to 
do ſo appears to me beyond a doubt. 
It is, I think, allowed on all hands, 
that the ſollicitations of France contribut- 
ed not a little to engage the Porte to de- 
clare war againſt Ruſſia. In this, ſhe did 
not ſo much bring on, as accelerate a war. 
If the Porte had not declared war that 
year — Ruſſia, Ruſſia would have de- 
| clared | 
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But having thus perſuaded the Porte to 
degin the war, has France taken one firm 
or manly ſtep in her favour. The fear of 

involving herſelf in a maritime war with 
England might be a good reaſon for not 


attempting to ſtop the Ruſſian fleet; but 


ſhe had two other means of aſſiſting the 
Porte; of one ſhe. appears to have made 
no uſe at all, of the e a * re 
one. Fe 10 5 
Her alliance with Auſtria Was: then 
Meng and intimate; the empreſs was 
warmly attached to France; the emperor, 
it is true, deteſted that alliance, but his 
influence in the government was then but 
ſmall; a change of ſyſtem may have in- 
creaſed i it. At that time, to all appear- 
ances, it would Have been eaſy to have 
engaged Auſtria to have aſſiſted the Porte 
upon terms equally advantageous to both. 
On this ſide nothing was done; the mo- 
ment was loſt; the king of Pruſſia ſeduced 
the emperor, and Auſtria has ſince contri- 
ern ee . Porte. A 


it the next year againſt the Porte. 
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. made. a powerful diverſion in Polan 
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On the other ſide, Anden 
2d ;, but 
bete her politics were little, narrow, and 
in every light indefenſible; inſtead of re- 
conciling diſfenſions, ſheheightened them; 
inſtead of endeavouring to bring back the 
confederates to their allegiance, ſhe widen- 
ed the breach between the king and them ; 
inſtead of perſuading the Porte to regard 
the king and nation as one indiviſible body, 
ſhe engaged her to declare war againſt the 
king, apd unite with the confederates 
alone. By theſe means, ſhe forwarded the 
deſigns of Pruſſia, contributed to the ruin 
of Poland. without ſerving, i in any degree, 
the views of the Porte, or counteracti 
thoſe of Ruſſia. | 
BT” orgive me, if I venture to R 1 
that the conduct of Great Britain has been 
equally incomprehenſible, at leaſt to com- 
mon underſtandings, and to thoſe who are 
not initiated into the. myſteries of (he ca- 
binet. 
It was to Cos Britain that men 3 
up for the preſervation of Conſtantinople, 
and for the preventing of Rudlia's obtain- 


ing 
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ing eRHliſhiments on the Black Sea. Your 
trade to the Levant is particularly advan- 
tagedus ; no produce of Turky is bought 
by bullioh or bills of f exchange, but Fon 


tutes 95 Great Britain and though man 
concurring caufes had contributed 94 yg 
miniſh this trade in ſome articles, in others 


Engliffr ſhalloons had been a great ſtroke, 
and had diminiſhed the importation' of 
French cloth, at Conſtantinople alone, by 


2, 00 bales, value 180, Oool. ſterling a- 


year. This was a great addition to your 


national induftry and a greater detriment - 


to France. It was therefore natural to 


ſuppoſe, that Great Britain-would prevent 


Ruſſia from having eftabliſhmenits on the 
Black Seu, which would leave Conſtanti- 
nople at her mercy, deſtroy at once ſocon- 

ſiderable a branch of your commerce, and 
bring another preponderant power into 


Europe. This appeared more probable, 


148 men remembered, that, in the war of 
17375, all the commercial powers regardet' 
it as 2 fratter of general concern, that the 


me- 


ic had increaſed ; the inttoductiom of 
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mediation ſhould be thrown into the 
hands of England, BED „ 

To men who reaſoned' thus, + Was an — : 
unexpected phznomenon to ſee the flects | 
of Ruſſia refitted in England; men. of- 
ficers, and ammunition and ; her 
troops tranſported i in veſſels protected by 

Britiſh paſſports; in a word, Ruſſia aſſiſt- 
ed in ſo open a manner as Great Britain 
would in a parallel caſe have conſtrued 
into a breach of nemme in any other 
power. 

The then aefencelef ſtate of the Dar- 
danelles made men tremble for the fate of 
Conſtantinople. But here the ſucceſs of 
| Rufſia was not fo great as was expected, 
though very great for ſo young a maritime 
power ; the Turkiſh fleet was deſtroyed ; 
the landing on the Morea effected, though 
without ſucceſs; and a little iſland has, I 
believe, ſince been taken. Men began 
then to conjecture, that the aſſiſtance 
given to Ruſſia was conditional; and that 
her fleets were forbidden to attempt the 
paſſage of the Dardanelles; that Great 
Britain would offer her mediation for a 

8 peace, 
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peace, and às an "nowicdgelflit for | 
her' good. offices, obtain either a total ex- o 


cluſipn of the French cloth ttade, or 
contiderable' advantages for their own; 


which ; appeared the more obtainable ag 
theP orte loudly accuſed F rance of ieh 4 


15 75 her. 5255 
Theſe men then J back again to 


the war of 1737, and remembering that 


a ridiculous quarcel between Fawkener 
and Calcoen, Engliſh and Dutch ambaſſa- 


dors, had thrown the mediation into the 
hands of France, they expreſſed their 


fears that your preſent ambaſſador would 
be found unequal to the taſł of mediator: 
I do not mean, Sir, to repeat private 
ſcandal ; I tell you what is ſo public, that 
I have heard it in different parts of Europe, 
and fo true, that it Was very lately con- 
firmed to me by a letter from a member of 
your Levant company: the whole attention 
of your preſent ambaſſador is taken up in 
ſupporting acts of violence, and perſonal 
quarrels with the factory, his ſecretaries, 
and interpreters. In other countries theſe 
quarrels might be confined within the H- 
* mite, 


- 
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mits of his own walls, but there they are 
unavoidably divulged At the Porte, and as 
unavoidably deſtroy all perſonal "eſteem; 
and in Turky perſonal eſteem is of great 
weight. Little therefore could be hoped 
from a mediation under ſuch a miniſter. 
The hopes of the efficacy of ſuch a me- 
diation were quite over, when it was 
learned, and it has been confidently ſaid, 
and I believe on very good authority, that 
the mediation of Great Britain had been 
demanded very early in the war by the 
Porte, and ſeemingly accepted, but after- 
wards, at the inſtigation of the. court of 
Berlin, not very handfomely rejected by 
Ruffia. : 
This ſeemed" 1 the more eren 
as beſides the general and conſtant intereſt 
of a commerce, the balance of which is 
greatly in favour 'of Ruſſia, and” againſt 
Great Britain, Ruſſia had during this war 
received great obligations from the lat- 
ter: nor can any poſſible reaſon occur to 
me, why ſhe ſhould reject the mediation 
of your court, or why Pruſſia ſhould 1 in- 
cite her to do it, unleſs Indeed their de- 
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ſigns be ſuch as tſfippote.. And pink 
no one vigorous ep ſeems to have been 
taken to defeat thoſe deſigns. 

I again therefore aſk you, what is to 
overſet them ? Their plan ſeems too well 
concerted, and too far advanced to be 
overſet by private, partial negociations 3 - 
or perhaps by any negociations at all. 

Suppole, however, the three allies have 
not yet carried their views ſo far; ſuppole 
a (ſeparate peace to be made with Turky; 
oppor a peace patched up in Poland, how 

ong will it laſt? The ſame reaſons whi 

= houſe of Auſtria alledges for concur- 
ring with Pruſſia in his preſent robberies - 
and depredations, will hold good in twen- 

ty other caſes; and he has a fertile ſource 
of claims behind: b the ſame right he 
claims poſſeſſions which never belonged 
to one anteceſlor, be | may claim thoſe re- 
nounced by another-z and the poſſeſſions 
of the Teutonic order were extenſive: he 
has certainly as good a right to Swediſh 
Pomerania, and Dutch Gueldria, as to 
Sileſia, or Poliſh Pruffia. In his Me- 
moirs he pretends to J roppau, A. 
O 2 dorff, 
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dorf, and all the poſſeſſions. of the houſe 
of Lichtenſtein: | he has pretenſions on 


the houſe of Deux Ponts. -$wppoſe he 
ſhould chuſe to ſeize on the Palatinate, 


Auſtria, in purſyance of its preſent max- 


ims, muſt not oppoſe him, but to keep 
the balance even, ſeize upon Bavaria. 
And ſo all the ſtates of Germany may be 
ſwallowed up one after another. 
The balance of power has ſometimes 
bed Europe when it Was really in no 
danger; but now the northern powers 
ſeem leagued againſt the ſouthern, no one 
ſeems alarmed. 

You in England are very on: to ſay, 
« We are an iſland, and what have we 
„ to do with the affairs of the conti- 
& nent?” True, Sir, if you have enough 
of primitive ſimplicity, and ſclf-denial 
to give up your wealth, the convenien- 
cies and luxuries of life, and live. con- 


tented on the produce of your own farms, 
then you have nothing to do with them: 


but if you cannot do this, then you muſt 
maintain your commerce to which you 
owe the value of Jr lands, your wealth, 

and 
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and your unportanbch i in Europe; and 
delete, whenever the tranſactions on 


nt affect your commerce ſc 


maertally, as the preſent defigns do, you 
are as much concerned in them, as the 


powers on the continent themſelves. 
Beſides, in the preſent moment, ſhould 
fair pfopoſals; be refuſed, ſo great are the 
efforts to be made, and ſo extenſive the 
operations, that your naval force alone 
will be exerted: the efforts by land 
might, and would be made by France. 
For however uncouth it may ſound, 
your uniting with France alone will pro- 
bably ſtem the torrent. And however 


unnatural that alliance may ſeem, it is 


not more ſo than the northern alliance, 
nor than your late alliance with Pruſſia. 


The idea, true in general, but ſurely 


ſubject to reſtrictions, that the intereſts 
of England and France are incompatible, 


e ſtrongly againſt ſuch an union: 
that union may however, on ſome occa- 


ſions, be neceſſary: it was neceſſary, 


when the inſatiable ambition, and for- 
midable pine” 'of Charles V. Philip II. 


and 
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and Ferdinand II. engaged the attention 
and ſollicitude of all Furope; yet nei- 


_ ther of theſe princes ſeem to havg had the 


bold adventurous ambition, which dif- | 


tinguiſhes her Ruſſian | majeſty; or the 
deep ſpirit of intrigue, which character - 
izes the king of Pruſſia. If under the ſe 
eircumſtances, an union with France was 
thought not only allowable, but neceſ- 

ſary, why not allowable, why not ne- 
ceſſary now, when . ſame circum- 
ances recur ? 


I remember a 3 af your ond 


Bolingbroke, with which I ſhall cloſe. 


this long letter, leaving you to apply it. 
« The preciſe point, ſays he, at which 


_ « the ſcales of power turn, like that of 


« the ſolſtice in either tropic, is imper- 
«« ceptible to common obſervation; and 


<« in one caſe, as in the other, ſome pro- 


« preſs muſt be made in the new direc- 


« tion, before the change is perceived.— — 


« They who are moſt concerned to watch 


„the variations of this balance, miſ- _ 
8 judge often: they continue to dread 


*« a * no longer able to hurt them; 


«c or 
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« of' they continue-to have no apprehen- | 
* fions of a power, that grows daily 
«© more formidable. - Theſe apprehen- 
« 'fjons cannot be taken, nor given too 
% ſoon, when ſuch | powers as theſe ariſe; 
« becauſe when ſuch powers as theſe are 
« beſieged, as it were, early, by the 
common policy and watchfulneſs of 
« their | neighbours,” each of them may 
in his torn of ſtrength ſally forth, and 
gain a little ground; but none ef them 
« will be able to puth their conqueſts far, 
and much leſs to conan dle © en- 
« tire projects of their ambition. 
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Letters Patent oj the King of Pali. 


FxeperICK by the Grace of God, Ke. 
' &c. GC. * bY 


O all the Ran bill en 
prelates, palatines, caſtellans, ſta- 
roſts, &c. &c. and in general to all the in- 
habitants, whether eccleſiaſtical or ſecu- 
lar, of the territories of Pruſſia and Po- 


merania, hitherto poſſeſſed by the kings 


of Poland; and of the diſtricts on this 
fide the Notée, hitherto appropriated to 
Great Poland; health and aſſurance of our 
royal good will. 

It is notorious to all, who are conver- 
fant in hiſtory, and we have given to all 
Europe inconteſtible proofs thereof, in a 
certain declaration or deduction now in 
the preſs, confirmed by authentic records, 
and the ſtrongeſt arguments drawn from 
hiſtorꝝ and law, that the kings of Poland | 


did _— ages u, diſſeiſe the 
dukes 
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dukes of Pomerania of chat part of the 
duchy of Pomerani 


ia, which bein g ſtretched 
along the left bank of the river Viſtula, and 
bordering on the Note, is vulgarly called 


Pomerellia: and that the ſaid kings of 


Poland have with equal injuſtice uſurped 

and detained from the dukes of Pome- 
rania, and their ſucceſſors, the electors of 
Brandenburgh not only the ſaid Pomerel- 


lia, but alfo a large diſtrict of the New 


March, lying n this ſide of the river 
Notee. | 1 

For the mah "Ae of the duke of 
Pomerania of the race of Dantzig being 


extinguiſhed i in the year 1295, the dukes 
of Pomerania of the race of Stettin, be- 


ing their neareſt agnats, and heirs ſpring- 


ing from the ſame ſtock, ought by right 
to have ſucceeded; chem in theſe poſſeſ- 
ſions: but they were then deprived. of 
theſe their rights by the preponderant 
power of the knights of the Teutonic or- 
der; and afterwards prevented from re- 
covering them by the kings of Poland. 
Vet the dukes of Pomerania did never 


make any renunciation of theic . to 
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this their ancient patrimony; ; but at tlie 
extinction of the ancient houſe of the 
dukes of Pomerania in the year 1637, 
did tranſmit the ſame entire to their heirs. 
and univerſal ſuogefſors, the electors of the 
Houſe of Brandenburgh. _ * 
As to the diſtrict of Great Poland ſituat- 
ed between the Draga and the Notee, it 
did from the earlieſt times belong to the 
New March of Brandenburgh; and the 
margraves of Brandenburgh were in peace 
able poſſeſſion thereof, till the beginning 
of the fifteenth century: but in the year 
1402 the elector of Sigiſmund, having. 
mortgaged the New. March to the knights 
of the Teutonic order, and the kings of 
Poland being at war with that order, did 
take occaſion to ſeize upon this tract of 
land; and have ever ſince kept poſſeſſion 
thereof: tho' neither the Teutonic order, 
nor the electors of Brandenburgh, nor 


the empire of Germany, did ever 1 any . 


treaty cede the ſame. 
The rights-of Poland to theſe provinces, 
having been thus in its. origin unjuſt and 
vicious, cannot, . according to the unani- 
| 4 mous 
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mous opinion of all civiliſed nations, be 


corrected or amended by a long preſcrip- 


tion; but rather the rights of the houſe 


of Brandenburgh not only to theſe pro- 


vinces, but alſo to other great and im- 


portant claims, ſet forth in the declara- 


tion above referred to, remain in Full 
force and integrity. 

As therefore neither ou rinclinationglad 
us, nor any law compels us to ſuffer any 
longer ſuch great and various acts of in- 


Juſtice done to our royal and electoral 


houſe, we are determined to make uſe of 


all the means, which the divine Provi- 


dence has put into our hands, in order nat 
only to recover the provinces thus. tory 


by Poland from our duchy of Pomerania, 


and New March of Brandenburgh; but 
alſo to indemnify ourſelves for the fruits 
and revenues of theſe extenſive provinces 
during this long detention of them. 
To this end we are reſolved to ſeize in- 
to our hands, and have .commanded our 


troops to occupy all that part of Great Po- 


land fituated on this fide of the Natee and 


A all the territories of Pruflia and Po- 
> 2 merania 
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merania on this, and on the other fide of 


the Viſtula, which the kings of Poland 
have hitherto poſſeſſed under the name of 
Poliſh Pruſſia; except only Dantzig and 
Thorn. And we perſuade ourſelves, that 
the republic of Poland, having well weigh⸗ 
ed our demands, as well as the circum- 
ſtances attending them, will yield to our 
rights, finiſh all differences between us 
by amicable treaties, and be ready and 
diſpoſed to make equitable conventions 
therein. r 

In conſequence hereof, we do hereby 
notify theſe our firm and deliberate reſo- 
lutions to all the orders and inhabitants of 
Pruſſia and Pomerania hitherto poſſeſſed 
by the kings of Poland; and to all the 


inhabitants of that diſtri& of Great Po- 
land which is ſituated on this fide of the 


Notee, requiring and exhorting them, 
graciouſly, but ſeriouſly commanding and 
enjoining them, to make no oppoſition to 
our taking poſſeflion of the ſaid provinces,” 
nor to the officers, or troops ſent for 
that purpoſe; but to ſubmit themſelves 
voluntarily to our dominion, acknowledge 
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us for their lawful king and maſter, de- 
mean themſelves towards us as faithful 
and obedient ſubjects, and abſtain from 
all communication with the kingdom of 
Poland. And we, on our part, do hereby 
promiſe and engage to maintain all and 
every, of our ſaid ſubjects in their poſſeſ- 
ſions and rights, Whether civil or eccle- 
ſiaſtical, and ſpecially thoſe of the church 
of Rome in the free exerciſe of their reli- 
gion; and, in general, ſo to govern theſe 
our provinces, that every ſenſible inha- 
bitant ſhall find reaſon to be content and 
happy in this change, and never have cauſe 
to repent thereat. LIL) 
But, in order to aſſure n more 
effectually of their fidelity and allegi- 
ance, we have fixed a day, namely, the 
27th day of this inſtant September, on 
which all the ſubjects of Pruſſia and Po- 
merania (except only Dantzig and Thorn) 
and all the inhabitants of the diſtricts on 
this ſide of the Notée, hitherto poſſeſſed 
by the kings of Poland, are to do ho- 
mage, and take the oaths of allegiance 
and fidelity, in the preſence of commiſe 
faries | 


ms APEEENEETE 
faries by us for that purpoſe appointed, 
and in the manner hereafter ſpecified. 
We perſuade ourſelves that all the in- 
habitants of the ſaid diſtricts will con- 
form themſelves to theſe our orders; but 
if, contrary to our expectations, any 
perſon ſhould preſume to diſobey the 
fame, by neglecting to take the oath of 
allegiance, refuſing to ſubmit himſelf to 
our dominion, and to. acknowledge us 
for his maſter, or by reſiſting our troops, 
and others commiſſioned to- carry theſe 
our orders into execution, or, in ſhort, 
ſhould in any wiſe render himſelf guilty, 
or even ſuſpected of infidelity and diſobe- 
dience, all ſuch may be aſſured that we 
Hall proceed againſt” them, without ex- 
ception of perſons, with all the * | 
uſual in ſuch caſes. 


In witneſs whereof, &c. & c. 


Given at Berlin this 13th day of Sep- 
tember, 1772. 


Signed, &c. 
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' NOTE. 1 


The manner of doing homage is pe 
cified in this act, but not the tenor of 
the oath of allegiance. When the ducal, 
now regal Pruſſia, was ert cted into an in- 
dependent ſovereignty, it was on condi- 
tion that in default of heirs- male deſcen- 
dants from the chen elector, the duchy 

ſhould become again a fief of Poland, and 
as ſuch be beſtowed on the margraves of 
the race of Franconia; and in default of 
Heirs male of this race, ſhould revert to 
Poland; and the ſubjects took their oath 
of allegiance in conſequences. But the 
oath. adminiſtered i in conſequence of theſe 
letters was, to all the heirs male and 


female, deſcendants and: collaterals-1 * in- 
fünitum: | : 977 + 


ta 
— _ * 


Declaration delivered at Warſaw by order of 
tlie King of Pruſſia. 


HIS unge the king of Pruffis, com- 
pelled by that anarchy which has for ſo 


many 
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many years deſolated the ſtate of Poland, 
did, in a declaration delivered. on the 18th 
of September, by his underwritten miniſ- 


ter, to the king and republic of Poland, 


ſolemnly reclaim certain Ancient. rights 


and lawful pretenſions which he has of 
the republic; as. an eduivaleht for Which, 


he did actually and effectually oc 
part of the poſſeſſions of the ſaid republic; ; 


and his majeſty. did, at the ſame time, in- 


vite the whole Poliſh nation to baniſh, 
or at leaſt ſuſpend all ſpirit of diſcord and 
deluſion; to aſſemble a diet, and, in this 
legal repreſentation of the whole body. of 
the republic, to co-operate with his ma- 
jeſty the king of Pruſſia, and the two 
courts united with him, in eſtabliſhing 
on a firm and ſolid foundation, order and 
tranquility at, home,, and to confirm, by 


formal and amicable acts, the exchange 


of the titles and pretenſions of the ſaid 
courts againſt the equivalents, of which 
they have reſpectively taken poſſeſſion. 
Such was the true ſenſe and intention 
a. this declaration: wad his Pruſſian. ma- 


jeſty 
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Jeſty expected patientiy the Jus and. ne- 
ceflaty effect of it. 

But he was ſenſibly afflicted wed be 
learted that, i in anſwer to ſuch a declara- 
tion, the king of Pola d had, by a fitſt 
impulſe, and of his own private authori- 


ty. cauſed to be delivered to the under- | 


written miniſter, and to be made public. 
a proteſt tending 7 invalidate the ri hits 
and pretenſions of his majeſty the king of 
Pruffia, and the occupations made in his 
name; nor was it with leſs grief, that his 
majeſty tl the king of Pruſſia faw that the 
Poliſh nation, inſtead of concurring with 
zeal and affection in the convocation of a 
diet, (without which Poland can neither 
ſolidly pacify ber own internal troubles, 
nor regulate the very preſſing affairs be- 
tween her and her neighbours). did ſtill 
give itſelf up to every kind of deluſion, to 
intrigues, to views of private intereſt, cal- 


culated only to procraſtinate the term of 


bringing about fo vety defirable a peace, 
and confirming the ſecurity of its poſſeſ- 
fi ions, But what is the aſtoniſhment and 


0 | indigna- 


& 
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ibdignation of his "majeſty at foring, that 
all the ſteps of the Poliſh government 
demonſtrate a formal deſign of Prolongin: 85 
5 as much as poſſible, the internal and ex- 
ternal confufion of the ſtate, of tiring 
out the patience of the three neig Rbour⸗ 
ing powers, inſtead of ſpeedily Tintin 
them the juſtice they, demand, of en- 
deavouring, by infidious delays, to ex- 
poſe the legality of their rights to all the 
a viciffitudes of future events. 

A council is aſſembled; neither nume- 
3005 enough nor enough united, nor ſuſſi 
ciently authoriſed; it. ſeparates without 
coming to any reſolution ; a ſecond coun- 
cil is ſummone . but, 4p if the buſineſs 
it is to meet about Nas of the moſt in- 
different nature, the time of its meeting 
is, on the moſt frivolous pretences, delay- 

ed to a period unreaſonably diſtant; and, 
in the mean time, the minds of peo- 
ple are heated, cabals and factions are 
formed to throw every poſſible obſtacle in 
the way, both of the internalPacification | 
and the negociations demanded by the 


three courts. 
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BY The reſpective migen of the three 


FS} 


courts. have already, by a ſecond declata- | 


FL34 200 


tion, 0 their inſtances, with the | 


1 an TEE of Poland for e con- 


by ef in 2 > anita. b full 5 PREY to 2 | 


republic, his majeſty the. king of Prufha, 


deſirous that no part of the ul terior evils 
which Poland 1 undergo, ſhould, be 


determines to make this 


+. 55 to him 
I: effort —_— conquering | fo 1 incon- 


ceivable an obſtinac, | 

- To. this eng his majeſty the king of 
Pruſſia renews, in 15 ſtrongeſt and moſt 
preſſing manner, His inſtances with the 
king and republi Ee Poland, for the con- 
vocation of a diet, and the conſumma- 
tion of a final arrangement between the 
republic and the 8 neighbouring 
owers. 
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1 d that no illuſion may ' diminiſh in the 


eyes of the Poliſh nation the im portance: of 
this new ſtep taken by his majeſty the king 
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diet; and, haye ſet 598 | 
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of Pruflia, be fixes a term, to which, but 
not beyond i it, he will wait for the effect; 
chat is to ſay, the 19th of April, 2773. 
for the aſſembly of the dlet; and the 7th 
of June following for the definitive ar- 
rangement with the three cburts and 
theſe terms expired without proper pro- 
viſion being made by the Poliſh nation, ) 
his majeſty, the king of Pruſſia, declaring 
himſelf from that moment difengaged 
from all renunciations made 'in his firſt 
declaratipn, will immediately employ ſuch 
meaſures as to him ſhall appear moſt 
prompt and expeditious for "_ full 
Hatice to himſelf, HE 


| Given at Worſar, Feb? 2, 1773. 
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The Mine declarkkion was delivered by 
We miniſters fram TOA and | Peterſburgh. 
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THE under-written havin g:miadet heir 
del to the king of the declarations de- 


livered to them. the 2d of February, bỹß 
the miniſters plenipotentiaries from the 


courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and Ber- 
lin, and his majeſty having taken the ad- 
vice of his ſenate thereupon, the under- 
ritten are commanded to anſween there 
to as follows: : 20 i 
. principles of Oy + 
which the king and his ſenate, find them- 
ſclves obliged to regulate their conduct to- 
wards the above mentioned eourts, being 
fufficiently known by the miniſterial note 
of the 14th of December, given in an- 
ſwer to the uniform declarations of the 
three courts of the 4th of the ſame month, 
and by the analogous facts which haye 
followed the declarations of theſe diſpo- 
fitions, the underwritten refer thereto, 
confining themſelves in the. preſent : 
iſt, To 
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aſt, To obſerye to the three courts, 
that the harſhneſß and rigour of their de- 
mands, aggravated ſtill more by the ſtyle 
in which, they a are expreſſed, and the tone 


of f incylpation and reproach affected i in the 
above-mentioned. declarations, haygyuſt- 


ly afflicted the ſenſibility of the king and 
ſenate, being equally xemote from the: 
attention due to the dignity of the king 
and republic, and from the regard which 
the eircumſpect conduct of the Fg mg; 
rited on their part. 

2dly,. The under-w written are to inform 
the above-mentioned miniſters, that the 
king, with the advice of the ſenate, and 
after having, taken into; conſideration the 
ſerious menaces, and imminent dangers 
which have been anngunced to him in 
_ of refuſal, has yielded to the deſire 

of the three courts, and has appointed, 
in conſequence thereof, the 19th of April | 
for the epocha of the diet. | 

And laſtly, the under-written are com- 
manded to addreſs to the ſame. miniſters 
the ſolemn requiſition which the king, 
with the advice of the ſenate, makes to 
2 ” the 


- 
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the three allied courts, to procure the 
evacuation of their troops out of the do- 
mains of the republic, before che hold- 
ing of the dictines anticommitiales, in 
IS that the dietines and the diet may 
procked, with full liberty; and the ſenſe 

of the nation be explained without re- 
ſtraint, and without danger. e 

Done at Watſaw the 19th of Feb. 1773 | 


| Signed by the Chancellors of Tela , 


* Lithuania. | Bee 
TY 1 8 „ 4 


This e of hot court ns 
Warſaw did not prevent two of, the uſurp- 
ing powers from making conſiderable ad- 
ditions to their ſeiaures, vhilſt they pre- 
tend to wait putiently for the —_— any : 
their 2 . 
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| Fibre 1 2 treaty f 5 tace beltbten Cliff” 


ni kung of Poland, and Lewis JErlith- 
he 1 . and maſter of the Teutonic ordef, 
BDEontluded at Torn, Of: 19, 1466 z taten 
Fon the "Coifftutions of He" Republic, 
* " pribihed' at e in 6 itn) in alia, 
1736. | 2 a EE 4 re 
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TERRA Sens cum "Laws 01 


tris, civitatibus, oppidis & fortalitits, vi- 


delicet, Thorn veteri et nova, Birgelan, 
Starigrgd, Culm, . Duniſlaw, Lipng, 
Kowal, Roggenhaus, Engleſberg, Reden, 
Grandentz, Golub; Popow, Straſburg, 
Ludberg, Newmarckt, Leſſen, cum ſuis 
omnibus pertinentiis, etyillis; etiam quæ 
pertinebant ad judiciym Culmenſe, et 
eum tota terra Michalorienſi, nihil exci- 
piendo; item tota terra Fomeraniæ cir- 
ca antiquos terminos ſyos, cum univer- 
ſis caſtris, civitatibus, oppidis, et muni- 
tionibus i in ea conſiſtentibus; videlicet, 
Gdanſk five Dantzig, Puczki, ſive Put- 
Zig, Lavenburg, Hela, Siebe, Grebin, 
Dirſchav,, Merve, 1, hbaugard. Neuburg, 

+ . 
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4 PPENDIX. 12 
Sus Oblk, Jafiniec, Kiſchau, Sloc- 


hau, Conitz, Hammerſtein, Bütow, Tu- 
chal, Sobowidz; Shöneck, Bildenhbyre, 
et cum, Naris (Nehring) fuvils, a 
maxi et piſcatutis que, ſunt, in cauda 

maris, alias Hap, villis, portibus, inſulis, 
& pertinentiis untiverſis, et dominio uni- 
verſali, directo et utili, mero et mixto 
ad nos & regnum noſtrum Poloniæ in 
perpetuum pertinebunt & ſpectubunt. T 


Item ex bonis certis reſpectibus nos mo- 


ventibus,et pro præſentis pacis OE 
to, caſtrum et civitas Marienburg, cu 

aunbn inſulis, magna videlicet Atera, $1 
Atte parva, que dicitur Tyſannyſſe, Hers 
Werder, et cum integritate lacus Druſen; 


et cum omflib | ſuis piſcaturis, pil- 


cationibuls,” et Illis, et bum  diftriata 


Schabffau, et omnibus aliis attinentiis ſuis 


et villis, eo tamen excepto, quod ville 


Hallemdorff, et Alepin quæ pertinent ad 


| Hollend, & Kulchebow & Herndorff. 


quæ ultima ſola militantium eſt, et pet 
tinet ad Preuſchenk, habeant fiedltats 
in lacu Druſen piſces piſcaridi' : item enk 
trum & 52 Stuhm, an "omit 
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antiquis ſuis juribus, | N & pet- 


utraque vetus et Bova, cum diſtrictu vil- 
larum, limitibus, et jure, et cum oppido 
Tolkmit, et ejus diſtrictu, et ſuo officio 


ſilvarum et nemorum,, alias Valdapth, 


et cum ſex villis, tenutæ et caſtri Ho- 
lanth, et cum quinque villis hue ad op- 
pidum et diſtrictum Molhnuſen pertinent. 


Item oppidum et diſtrictus Kriſchburg, 


alias Drzgon cum ſuis libertatibus mili- 
taribus, nobilibus, et caſtro, (curia ta- 
men Doleſchech apud ordinem remanente, 
(ab alio vero latere dicti oppidi aſcenden- 
do, et tranſeundo uſque ad finales gra- 
nicies dicti oppidi Kriſchburg, et ville 
Halbenſtadt mutuo ſe e contingentes; ; (ca- 
dem villa et in ditione ordinis remanente: ) 
abinde vero directius eundo ad egcleſiæ 
Pomeſanienſis is fines proxiiores, ubi om- 
nia & fingula ſub dictis finibus ad partem 
caſtri Marienburg conſiſtentibus (villa 


| . iterum in paßte ordinis 1 rema- 


ente) cum curiis allod . IS, & quibuſcun- 


que aliis pertinentiis ad dictum caſtrum 
Marienburg ſpeRabunt & pertinebunt. 


«Corcra vero alia omnia & üngula ad cu- 


mer atum 
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meratum, et generaliter ad diſttictach 


UA 7, * 


Kita burg uſque in præſens pertinentia | 
pari modo cum oppidis et allodiis mili- GR 
faribus, terrigenis, villis, aqui, et alii "9M 
fingulis pertinentiis ſpectabunt et ad 205 | 


591 | 
trum noſtrum Preuſmartk perpetuo, Et . 


112 do 
in vum pro prædico ſereniffimo do- 


ibus et regno Potonte 
remanebunt. Ita quod caſtra, civitates, 

oppida, diſtrictuſque prædicti K nunc, | 
et de cætero, vigore præſentis unionis et 
fæderis ad j Jus, proprietatem, ſortem, et | 
fitulum regni Poloniæ pertinebuntet ſpee- 

| tabunt, pertinere et ſpectare in per- 
petuo et in ævum. : 
tem concordavimus o ien '. ©. 
eccleſia, et ejus p öntifex, chm venerabili 
capitulo Varmienfi, ex ſe et de cætero 
cum omnibus luis caſtris, cisitatibus, op- 
pidis, et munitlönibus, videlicet Heilſberg. 
Braunſberg, Wormdith, Serburg, War- 
tenberg, Relſchel, Biſchoffitein, Aleſtein, 
Gakteſzkathy, Melſak, Frauenburg, _ &. 
Biſchoffſburg, cum omnibus diſtrictibus,, 
nobilibus, vaſſallis, villis, pertinentiis et 
attinentiis ſuis, in prefati domini Caſi- 
miri 1 regis, et ſuccefſorum ſuorum reguin 
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Poloniz et regni Polen e ne 
ſabjectione, et protectione cenſiſter 
Et nos Ludovicus magiſter; noſtri- 
que ſuccefſores, commendatores et ordo 
jus Uitioni, ſabjectioni, | et protectioni 

expreſſe renutigiamus, et omne; Jus, quod | 

nobis i in hæc omnia competebat, in pree- 

faturn ſereniſſimum regem dominum Ca- N 

Gmirum, ſucceſſores ſuos reges, et reg - 

num Poloniz plenarie transfundimus, et 

transferimus FF præſentes. sede 
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Extract of the Cliventiiy n Sehe 
mund J. Xing of Poland, and Albert, Mar- 
15 grave of Brandenburg, great Maſter of 
ws bo Teutorll® Order, concludethat Cracow, 
April 8. 1525, taken from 7% H. iftory 
Pruſſia, by Gaſper Sclütæ, Folio, 469. ; 
German Edition. 


TENTHLY, His madly yields to 
the margrave Albert, as a fief, and in 
quality and under the title of duke of 
Pruſſia, the lands, towns, caſtles, and 


villages hereunder named: that is to ſay, 
30 tlie 
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W — ar a of Kinighher 


Lochſtædt, Mieebn⸗, Gyrmar,. 5 


ten,,Rondaw, Schacken, Caymen, C ger 
Wire Waldau, Tapiar, Fablaucken, 
8 ten, Iaſterbourg, Allen boufgf N gg 
dorf,  Gyrgawen, Angerbgurg, Norden 
bourg, Labian, Lawkiſchken, - Til 


Ragnett, Roſitten, Wyndberg, Mim- 


mel, Brandegbourg, Heiligen, Zintep, 
| Landſherg, Preuffilch Enlaw, Baxte 
Sherten, Saynſbourg, Rein, Roſtenbourg, 
Licke, Johanſburg, Holland, Libſtadt, 
| Melhauſen,, Moroungen, Paſſenheim, Or- 
thelſberg, Oſterodde, Hohenſtein, Nei- 
denbourg, Soldan, Gilgenbourg, Reiſen- 
bourg. Marienwerder, Tyre be 8. Lap- 

tau Schoenberg, Powunden, Geor en- 
yore Roſenberg, Gard enſee, Neuf us, 
Freyenſtadt, Salan, Fiſchbaven, and 
2 er. 
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ART. IV. Sereniſſimus eleQorromnia _ 
quæ per univerſum Poloniæ regnum, mag- 


numque ducatum Lithuaniæ, et epiſco- 
patum Varmienſem per hoc bellum, aut 
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per tractatus Suecicos, quocunque titulo 
oecupavit, ac ipſo facto poſſidet, refſti- 
tuet plenariè et abſque ulla reſervatione.' 


Art. V. Quorum intuita,” et aliis juſtis 
de cauſis ducatum Pruſſiæ, iis finibus 


circumſcriptum, quibus ſereniſſimus elec- 


tor illum olim jure feudali, ante hoc bellum 
ortum poſſidebat, ipfe deinceps, et deſ- 


cendentes ejus maſculi, jute Tupremi do- 


minii, cum ſumma atque abſoluta poteſtate, 
ſibi habebunt, poſſidebunt, regentque;abſ- 


que omnibus ante hac præſtitis oneribus. 


Art. X. Loco yaſſalagii priſtſhi ſeriniſſi- 
mus elector, ejuſque deſcendentes, perpe- 


tuo, et inviolabili fædere ſereniſſimo regi ̃ 


ac regno Poloniæ conjungentur. 

Art. Xl. Sereniſſimus elector, cjuſdue 
deſcendentes, fidam cum ſerenillicis re- 
gibus regnoque Poloniz, & magno du- 


catu Lithuaniz colent amicitiam, et uni- 


onem; & nynquam cum ſereniſſimorum 
regum, vel regni hoſtibus aliquod fœdus, 


directè vel indirecte inibunt,. in præjudi- 
cium regis & reipublice.. 3 
Art. XVII. Commercia inter regni Polo- 


niz, magni ducatus Lithuaniz, et ducatus. 


Pruſſiæ incolas libera erunt et ſecura.— In 
dcminiis 
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| dominiis atrivſque partis nulla nova te- 


loniorum onera, tam terreſtria, quam 
maritima, quæ ante hoc bellum non fue- 
runt, in gravamen 3 n im- 
ponentur. B ab 

Art. XVIII. Si ſuper Walbeg Aber 
utramque partem controverſia exoriatur; 
par gommiſſiarios amieè componatur. 


Imports at Data the gear 1771. 30 
SGSocds. 3 Ar 
A : 2 . * 9 ; 1,91 2 we 
Almonds . 3,663 Soul” | 


Agi 1 134% tg 


| - 60 pieces 
Ale from Burton 265 © hds. 
Aniſeed - - - 


*y 


+ {NT 
Blue: eder 2-291 +» fone _- 
Bayberries ,, 2 ©” 392 der 
FCC SY - 45% 4 1 enn ct. 
Braſs- wire „ 105 | fone | 
Beine 399 ſtone 


Bottles om we” ie ſtone 


40 8 
Butter - - | „ barrels 


Brand zas UH. 130 * abg; 


Barley + +=* 1 7138 laſts 
Barley groats . "i 5 7.2 o397.., 
Bricks * 1 1 ns | 581 5400 8 pieces 
CA e 4 ER » 23,91 one 
Cinnamon = - 228 fone 
Cum ani i one 
Cotton — „ ſtone 


„„ ER 0--— * 
„„ :af0o0 


— — — — wi > \ = 
N DRY A'S F 
- vr p FS * 2 

: * * 


2 Ma \ 


—— — 


n =_ - 
— — — — ere tA 
—— — 
- — 2 - -- 4 — —- 
* * 7 T7 — 5 — — 
0 


— ew — 


- » 124% 
— — — — 


Cheeſe * 


 Cochineal — 


Flax — 
Fernambuck - 


: —_ > 


— . 


— 
— — 
— 
E 
cu 

x 


Cubebs. N 


Copper 
. 5 


Cod 7 N 

Cardomom 
Camel hair — - 4.5 
Cheſnuts  - 


Coffee 
Coals 9 — 
Cloth, Dutch . oy 
Do. Norder - 
Drogets 3 
Figs 


Fiſh, Iceland | 
Flannel Engliſh * © 
Ginger from England 
Do. preferved 
Groats = 


G gal - 
Glue t — 
Grindſtones 

Glaſs from Lubeck 
Glaſs from France 


Do. from — => 


Hemp _ 


Hops 8 0 


ae 


Iron pots  - = 
Ditto, pans * =» 
Ditto, wire = - 
Ditto, bar — 0 
Ditto, old on 

Juffs | 


Ditto, Norway 


Ta £3 © Io 


6 3 1 LT 3: #4 05.4 


* 1 


Herring, Da 3 0G 


. * F - 
I” 
<- % * * 
_ — : 5 ] . 2 £ r 4 - * 
* , I * s 4 ** x k = & 
1 TS NY TR 
* C3 * 
- a : » 


Mace and ell cl oves 
Leather 3 — 


N 


Oil 2 5 I, 


Oil G rancg 1 


Ditto, Bergen 
Ditto, AJinſeed 
Que peel 


. 3 >> % 


- 


Pimento © + 


Blue · pots 
Pluſh,.. $2 8 


Piteh - 


N N 


um 


Ditto, __ CS 


| 1 


| 113 


GS. | 3249 


— 2,110 


* 1,289 

3 paſs 

* 14,957 
10,337 


4. — ' 
#P! wp 
piece 


F 
ſtone 


6: be 
rrels 


laſts 475 
teams 4 


ditto. 4 3 


* ahm. 6 0 
one 

| fone” ” 

ſtone 

ſtone 


75 — = \ 7 
** W 


#6; 6) 2 


FC 


5 
"8 
2 

F 
* 


MEI ee Des > 
n LG 


3 


3 


—＋ — 
7 p n 1 
r 


e 


n ha 


OW IO GG pe WR” 
K FR n 


* 
E 


3 
FA 
7 
fo 
- 
1 
1 
5 
* 
U * 


Goods. 
Stockings = 


Skins, 


Ditto, fron ena 
Ditto, Scotch — 


1 


Ditto, calf + oy 1 


Sugar, Ioaf —— 
Ditto, candied — 


Ditto, clayed 3 
Ditto, Muſcovradoes - 
Sup, black 
Ditto, white 


Succade _ = — 
Ser - 5 


Soap, nies - 


Steel . - 


Bot 3 


Shumack *: - 
Saffron 

Sai cloth „ 
Salt, Spaniſn 2 
Ditto French "he 
Ditto, Britiſh 1 


tee 


Tobacew-leaf ©. » ers 
Tobacco-roll wy - 
Ditto, cut Shs bn 


Ditto, Rappee. - — 
Tallow R * 
Ditto, candles - 
Tow 2 * =O 
N > 
Ditto, plates wo 


Turpentine — wy 


"ex 7:2 HOT gots 
Tin, white — 
Ditto, biack SP 


wore | % 


8989 . 

5,500 ditio 
2:0007 947 3008” 
71021 ſtone 
19,278 ſtone 

1, 306 ſtone 
19, 8 39 . A 
33,5669 ftone © 

13963 ſione 
292 ſtone 
147 ſtone 
55 ſtone 
120 Rone 
266 ſtone 
- 360 ſtone 
385 12 4 > If 
o pieces 
789 a 
2,008 ditto 

2,007 ditt&/ x 
45770 ſtone 
33,815 ſtone 
22198 ſtone 

3.583 ſtone 
5,4 ſtone 
2,188 ſtone 
620 ſtone 
467 ſtone 
82 hk « 
. 64 ſtone 
133-755 bb. 
141 caſks' ©. 
13 caſæks 
1,255 bertels 
32,000 pieces 
387 has. 
10,691 hds. 
1175 ahm, 
Wine, 


- 
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% Wine, ſack _ A ere 98 er * 
Do. Naples 9 = * 4 *- -26 «pipes. 
Whalebone 5 62 . tone 
Wood, blue Braſil 3 447” ſtone” 7 
Do. yellow ETD 3 e fone e 
DO., l = 286 ſtone 
: Do. brown 3 1 N — b 267 4 ſtone 2 
= oo 2 & MK 7 5-360 oo” 1 
Yarn, Turky + 2,321 
, | | Non-enumerned goods chiefly i. ralue 2,008,086 
| | pom 1 


Bop orts from Dantzig: a the 2 arri. I . 


7 Es 

| Goods. 2 "Wy 1 ; 
gd) i 1 Ae M 5 = 4 . wot 
De. W -i,. - = 3145 . laſts , 
3 — - 290 _ſene?*;.:;" 
Barley „„ 2 t- Jai. 
- Briftleg., # - = S202 Tn” 
Bacon >. kw - 61 (ll. 


„ 5 baels 
N „ . - 172 8 


Beer, ſpruce — | 1 OE HS, 
Brandy, French = — 4 ae: 
Do. corn 1 | | | 
| Cheeſe 5 — 1014 - fhll.- 


 Cloth,.. _ P 2 2 5 ella * 
Cummin Y * a 112 ſtone 


Deals, fir „„ r i e 


9 
„ 


* Clap-boards. _ - 

Feather 

Flax „ TW we: Gs 

Heng... =* :& © = © 430%. an 

Hops L | 

Honey. „ GR : FX barrels - 

Hides - - N= 83 decker 
Herring - d50 barrels 
„ — 5 1,071 Ill. 


n * ; Ws Nn N ; 2 5 PI LE 0” Oe 
* : : : : 


. | A : f * P 4 » £ = 1 


" _ 
— 


ww 4 # 
„ : 5 
Linſeed | ELD ee. + barrels \ 
Lead - +++  - — . - . 46 ſſtone A 
Leather - - EE *- 5 decker 
Oil:ſeed' - 9 ams 
eaſe — - 19 laſts 
Plank, oak — - 24 3 ow 8; Cl 2M 
Gunpowder — - "211 ſtone 
Rye — - $8,690 88 laſts 
Do: flour 11 = 1X ſheff 4 
Rolls, brown - — 128, . + ieces „ 
PN 4 — F rrels * 
Crown raſch - A ov off: pieces. | 
Staves, pipe - OO? 1761 1 ſhock 
Do. barrel - - 1,21 ſhock 
Do. hogſhead - = 3,664 , ſhock * 
. "Ra 
Tow abr" te 6 + = 101 286 ge 0 
ho 3 „ N. = ſtone * 
Sturgeen . 563 legs * 
"Tallow -. =» - - 489 lone 
Soap nl - - 77 * bartels ö 
Succinum 2 „ \ 
Salt, Spanifh - — f bo _ laſts 
Do. . hh, 1 lafts of 4 5 
Saltpetre - - ak MON. + Pb 
Tur, + - - _— 12 N ; 
1 Macon - <** 
„ 
Wool W 20 Þ& . : 
Trunnels - Cv 5 yl | 3 : 
Wheat — - 25988 15 laſts , 
Do flour 2 — laſts 
Wine, French — | 75 
Do. Hungary =, 1 
Woollen goods, value 882,728 guild err 
Tarn, N. ES 209,152 , ſhocks 
Po. Poliſh a bog * ſhocks 
1 5 


AEN £3 . 


* 


a ; nn 1 | 1. 3 hy | N 4 s | 8 
$19 1464 * 
; Extras / rom aT, reaty of Commerce kee, rs 
4 ; ne, ne, Queen of Great Britain, and the : 
Len oY Dantzig, concluded in the Year 


F the Archives of Dantzig, N < 


1 ANGLIE; Scotiæ, & Hibornis fabdiuis 
ut gate ita in poſterum'Gedani commo- 
| _ rariz/mercath | 1 exercere advehere, vel in [| 
propriis, vel in alienis navibus, merces om- 1 
nium exterarum nationum, eaſque con- 9 
ſuetis teloniis ſolutis, in depoſitoriis, He 
granariis aſſervare civibus eas vendefe; » 
eaſdemyrurſus per mare, præſtitis juribus . 
excitũs ad omnes oras peregrinas trans- | 
5 ferre. © af „ POT. 

- Ratione Sitcom, alicrvmqodilijiis. 
advehendorum, Angli pari cum Batavis 
« gaudebunt libertate. © Exportatio ſalis, „ 
hue dum Anglis non permiſſa, eis indul - "TH 
. prævia jurium exitus preſtatio- 5 
Si vero eivitati neceſſarium viſum 
"Face hane' indulgentiam mutandi, per ſex - * | 
menſes æſtivos id 2 eee 7 | 
Anglis ſignifcabitur . 
n in camera Gehb ſhi a 
0 8 | litarum 5 


* 
7 
i 


* 


| 2 2 | ER TY 
„ a * E N A 


e 
litarum admittet civitas cautioneſn per- 


ſonalem mercatorum Britannicorum. 
] Herba nicotiana (tobac) per mare ex 
Anglia advecta non confundi debet cum 
ejus modi herba terra huc advecta; nec 
ejus modi herba ſub nomine vel gn An- 
glicæ! herbæ vendi debet. | 
Si in poſterum aliis exteris nationibus 
quædam privilegia, ſeu commoda commer- 
ciorum concederentur, ea, eodem tempore, 
Anglis itidem concedinplo facto debent. 
r r N IM (hi! nei: 
His Pruſſian majeſty has broke through 
every one of the articles above cited; 
b r — 
Authentic Tranſlation, from the German 
Original in the Archives of Dantzig, of © 
| the AF of Guaranty given to the Town + 


* 


of Dantzig, by the reigning Empreſs of 3 


Ruſſia, in her: gun Name and thoſe of the - 


Ling of Great Britain, Denmark, Se- 


den, and Pruſſia, on the oP Day of 
Maro, 17076 «4-5 — 

Nos, Dei gratia, Catharina 1 impera- 

trix nh autocratrix totius Ruſſiæ, & e. &c. 

„an en notum 


2 rr. 135 


notum facimus & mani ann omnibus 


& ſingulis, præcipus quorum id noſee in-„ 


tereſt, quod poſteaquam imperatrix Anna 
glefiofilime' memoriæ, pro ſe & ſuis ſuo⸗ 


ceſſoribus diplomata; die 29 Aprilis; anni 


1736 edito, civitati Gedunenfi id ſubmiſſi- 


meẽè efflagitanti ſummam ſuam & clemen- 
tiſſimam interpoſitionem largita eſt, ut 
hee, civitas in ſuis juribus, Iibertatibus, 
poſſeſfonibus, & conſuetudinibus, tam in 
caufis religionis quam in allis quibuſcun- 
que precipue vero quoad portum, qui 


ad ipſam pertinet, et in jure preſidii ipſi — 
competenti, nullo modo neque' ullo præ- 


textu læderetur, fed in iis conſervatetur, & 
id propter ſponſſo ſeu garantia fieret : nos 
eandem garatitiam, anno 1764, valediſſi- 
me renoyavimus; & nunc, ipſo noſtto pro- 
prio diplomate, ante" memoratæ civitati 
Gedanenſi, partim ex innata nobis clemen- 
tia & magnanimitate, partim quia propter 
aſſidua commerciz cum imperatoriis noſ- 
tris provinciis & ſubditis, et propter por- 


tum ejus commodè fitum, eam civitatem 
in preſentt ſtatu ſuo permanere noſtra in- 


tereſks iterum ei 5 7 


a nem 


10888 
1 
1 


86 Ar #ND1 1 


nem facimus, nos eam, contra omnes & 


ſingulas, ſive jam factas, five in poſterum 
faciendas prætenſiones & poſtulationes, 


efficaciſſimè tuituras ; ei ſimul ſummam 


noſtram interpoſitionem liberaliter conceſ- 
ſuras, utipſa in ſuis, quibus huc dum gaviſa 
eſt, juribus, libertatibus, privilegiis, con- 


ſuetudinibus, tam in cauſis religionis quam 
in aliis, præcipuèin poſſeſſione ſuorum ter- ö 
ritoriorum, fundorumque, et in jure navi- 


gationis, commercii, portorii, rei mone- 
tariæ, & preſidii, ſine ulla n 
pleniſſimè conſervetur. 7 1908 

Quodſi etiam ex cauſa Diſſidentium in 
Polonia, Lithuania, & in incorporatis pro- 


vinciis commorantium, quos, ad reſtauran- 


da ipſorum huc dum læſa jura & libertates, 
in noſtram protectionem recepimus, ad 
vim & apertum bellum (quod tamen 


Deus clemente avertere velit)—ventum” 
fuerit; præmemorata civitas Gedanenſis, 
quippe pars Diſſidentium in Pruſſia, dum 


modo ipſa bone cauſe. communi accedit, 


non ſolum a parte noſtra pari protectione 


fructur ſed etiam, fi eadem ex tali occaſione 


in ſuis bonis, opibus, & reditibus ullum 
damnum 


a aut in dais F 105 5 
nem paſſa futrit; in fecutura conventibne 
aut paciflcatione f̃eparatid jd fd dam - 
ni ipſi procutabitur, atque etiam ommum 


ſponſio ſive g rantia a npbis et a cæteris, | 
quæ nobiſcum in cauſa Diſſidentium con 
Juncti ſunt, ſummis poteſtatiſus,” deinovo 
preſtabit ut, ipſaque contra omnes præ- 
tenflongg & vindictis de præterito by ad 
Aus. ſufficienter in tutb collod@bitur#} © 
Penique fi prtzſata civitas in poltern 
propter just aut libertates ſuab A quopiam 
impugnata fucrit a eadem àd nds et ſucceſ- 
ſores noſtros fidentiffimum * hi. nilimum 
refugium, ſicbt Yhtea, ee e | 
nobis prfteFionem, auxilium, et adjumen- 
tum ſperate poßbrit. In majbrum cujus 
— hoece noſtrum d diptoria manu noſtra 
Wbſcripfimus, imperique noſtri ſigillo 
ofcc viz, d. 24 
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argenta de aurata. 


T NOTE. 


ejus jurium ac privilegictum validima 


8 n 


* N 0 T: E is A | 
is nat of this act of 1 a 
ty, the town of n eee ey me 
confederation of the Difdents. 0. 557 
The editor has rather choſen- to give 
this authentic tranſaction In Latin, * 5 £ 
hazard one of. his on in Engliſh; for 
fear of being ſuſpected of havipg added . 
to the force of the original. Indeed the 
terms of this guarantymtare ſo very ſtong 
and full, and yet it has! finde been fo- 
ſhameleſsly violatedj>qhat without he 
moſt indiſpatable'-proafs of ale; authen- 
ticity of the piece, the Editor would net 


7 have inſerted jt at all. . odge, 


On the one hand in pee ingredible,- 
that Great Britain ſhould hausen Ruſ- 
ſia power and authority put her name 
to ſuch. an act as this, without, having 
firſt well weighed the conſequences, and 
provided for the effectual obſervation of 
ſo ſtrong and ſolema am engagement: be- 
cauſe it is incredible that Great Britain 
ſhould lend her name for. theypurpoſe of 
deceiving and betraying a ton, whom 
ſhe has for ages protected, where hey ſub- 

jects 


_ guazannied in & 


4% NN 4 . = : LE "BY * F ; * 
* l . ; ; ad FS. 1 * — 
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3 


zent een en e eee 
and whexeifhegarries'on ah extenſine. an 
locrative cmmerge: and that with ne 
Other view than te grafify.the, ambitiva.. 
of a princeaiwho. hayiag been ſaved by 
ber from deſtryQion,: repays the obliga - 
tion by every act _ haughtineſs not to- 
>» oonte pt. % „„ 
On the oth 1 it ſeems almoſt as 
dible, that Ruſia ould, unautho- 
Wes thus uſe the name of,,Great/Bri-. 
tain an ally togubom- ſhe. IE | 
aud fo .recant vbligaians;/ Sed then, 
again inſult this ally, and forfeit her own, . 
honour by baſely giving: up" the: town, * 
whoſe rights and; libertinb, and Pirticu- 
larly tho gow attacked, are ſo ſtrongly 
in act, and that got Str 
tuitouſſy, but on certain condition 
which conditions were fulfiled'by tie: 
town; and allt is Dnly to be th of 
a prince, whom# | col co: the: 
throne-ſhe ſolemnly am truly called the 
natural enemy of her:cogntry. 0! 150) 
And equally incredible does it ſeem; 
_ when called 8 fulfil what ſhe 


4 | _ owes. 


has; ot: 


own 3 faith, bert ee — intereſt 


rightly underſtood, Ruſſia ſhould cc 


anſwer (which the editor as well as his 
23 has: 'godd-reaſon- to believe 
that ſhe i is ready to protect the 


ſhe did) 
« rights of the, town ſo far forth as no 
6c third power has pretenſions an it.” 


The only. part;of this ſtrange tranſac- 


| tion, to which we can readily give credit, 
is, that the king of Pruſſia, though a par- 


ty in this act of gustahty, ſhould: himſelf 
violate the privileges, he there engages to 


| maintain. We can eaſily believe this; we 
expect him to tell;us with an unbluſhing 


face, that he has copwnced all Europe, 
oy and that every one, whois converſant 
that to guaranty. 


& in hiſtory, knows,” 


the rights, liberties, and revetues of a 
ſtate, means to annihilate thoſe liberties, 


ſcize upon thoſe rights, and GENE | 


oſs revenues to his own uſe. 
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